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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

PROJECT:
Victoria Square is restored and open to the public
One of the best-loved spaces in Christchurch city centre is open to the public again, and in a landscape 
that still bears significant scars, it once again welcomes locals and visitors with its soft, green and familiar 
character. 
At first, Victoria Square appeared to have survived the earthquakes relatively unscathed in comparison to the 
surrounding destruction. But on closer inspection it was apparent that the square and its surrounds required 
significant work above and below ground to enable it to continue to be a prized asset in the city’s new future.

A comprehensive community engagement process identified its beloved qualities, as well as aspects which should 
be addressed through the design process. Feedback clearly showed that Victoria Square was a place close to 
many hearts, particularly as a tranquil green space with aspect and access to the Avon Ōtākaro River.

Heritage features are a key part of the square, and people supported their protection; and in the case of the 
Bowker fountain, a full restoration. “Public consultation and community feedback provided clear direction to us as 
the designers,” says design lead Nik Kneale, of Boffa Miskell’s Christchurch office. “The community said ‘Actually, 
we like it and we want it back the way it was’. This was a solid base on which to start the design process.”

Christchurch has for the longest time identified itself as ‘the most English city outside of England’. Describing 
itself in this way came at the expense of its rich natural and cultural history, and had the unintentional effect of 
excluding significant groups within the community. Strong public feedback asked that design work provide a greater 
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recognition of the shared cultural history of the community; all but invisible in the square previously.

What had been hidden from view was the significant mahinga kai resource which surrounded Pūari Pa, a seasonal 
settlement in this location, and the square’s significance as a pivotal site for the building of relationships between 
Crown and Ngai Tuahuriri as tangata whenua. Formerly known as Market Place, this site was the place of early 
interaction and trade, going on to become the centre of what would become Christchurch City.

The design was developed in a collaborative and iterative manner with Ōtākaro, Matapopore and Christchurch City 
Council, representing Crown, Iwi and community respectively; with a specially formed Community Reference Group 
providing guidance throughout the design process.

New artworks from Ngāi Tahu artists and motifs woven throughout the square reflect its pre-Colonial past and 
significance to Iwi – but the most recognisable features, including the two statues, remain as they were; and the 
87-year-old Bowker Fountain, Australasia’s first illuminated electric fountain, has been repaired and restored.

The 6-metre-high poupou, which was carved from tōtara by Riki Manuel for the 1990 commemorations of the 
signing of the Treaty of Waitangi, was restored, with subtle changes to its setting greatly improving its presence and 
accessibility.

Illustrations by artist Jennifer Rendall, representing mahinga kai and exotic species brought by early immigrants, 
were sand-blasted into a 40m-long basalt wall, and a large concrete and brass table with a depiction of a kanakana 
(lamprey) on the top was placed by the Avon River, across from Town Hall, in recognition of the area’s history as a 
traditional food gathering place and to encourage the sharing of food in the square once again.

Three whāriki (woven mats of welcome) by artists/weavers Morehu Flutey-Henare and Reihana Parata have been 
placed in the square. They are part of a series of 13 to be placed along the city’s river precinct.

About 17,500 new plants were added to the square and about 170,000 new pavers laid. These elements follow the 
general layout of the existing design, so to the casual observer it will feel as though things have been brought back 
to the way they were before 2010.

For many walking through the city centre, the aural and visual din of construction and the emotional impact of the 
shattered Cathedral creates a sense of disorientation. Now, within that chaos, an oasis of calm and a tie to the past 
has been restored.

“The final outcome is delivering what the people of Christchurch have asked for,” says Nik. “And as a lifelong 
member of this community there’s a huge sense of pride in being able to deliver that.”

APPOINTED: 
Boffa Miskell names three Associate Partners
Consultants in planning, ecology and urban design are appointed Associate Partners.   
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Dr. Leigh Bull: Leigh joined Boffa Miskell’s Wellington office in 2007 as a senior ecologist, and since then has 
worked on a range of projects, from Roads of National Significance to co-authoring the New Zealand threat 
classification list. Her experience in ecological monitoring, evaluation and assessment of effects has resulted in her 
giving evidence at hearings for many of the country’s most significant infrastructure and recovery projects.

Stuart Houghton: Stuart is an urban designer and landscape architect, based in the Auckland office. He joined Boffa 
Miskell in 2005, based in the Wellington office. After a transfer to Auckland, and then studying for his Masters in 
London, he has been based in Auckland for the past eight years. Several of Stuart’s projects have been recognised 
with awards from the NZPI and NZILA, including the 2015 NZILA Charlie Challenger Supreme Award, and 2015 
Landscape Planning Award, for City East West Transport Study.

Chris Ferguson: Chris joined Boffa Miskell as a senior planner in 2015 and is primarily based in Queenstown. 
Chris has wide experience covering planning and resource management services, including policy development in 
relation to District Plans, and designations throughout each stage of the planning process. He has contributed to 
some of Queenstown’s most significant developments including Jacks Point, the Queenstown Lakes District Plan 
and the Kawarau Falls Bridge.

Partners play a leading role in the sustainability, growth and development of the company as trusted advisors to our 
clients.  In addition to their consultancy roles, partners also contribute to setting the overall company direction with 
the Board, and confirming key appointments and promotions.

Chief Executive Kerry Gupwell says, “Chris Ferguson, Leigh Bull and Stuart Houghton have more than 
demonstrated the qualities and values we look for in our Partners as well as being excellent ambassadors for the 
company. Chris is a highly regarded Planner and is a driving force behind growing our presence in Queenstown. 
Leigh is a highly respected and recognised ecologist. Her specialist expertise in avifauna makes her the ‘go 
to’ person for a number of clients and also fellow ecologists.  Stuart takes an active and on-going role in the 
transformation of Auckland, and has developed trusted advisor status in Urban Design and Transport planning. I 
am delighted to confirm the appointment of these three new Associate Partners.”

INDUSTRY: 
Join us at the 2018 UrbanismNZ conference
Hosted by Wellington City Council and the Urban Design Forum the program theme for 2018 is ‘Joining the 
Dots’. The aim of the conference is to shape New Zealand’s cities and places by identifying the key issues, 
thereby making the connection to bring about change.
Along with a raft of industry experts, thought leaders and pundits, three Boffa Miskell consultants will be presenting 
at the event.

Urban designer Tim Church, from our Christchurch office will be joining Debbie Tiako from Matapopore Chritable 
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Trust to discuss “The Business of Embedding Cultural Identity”. Boffa Miskell and Matapopore have worked 
together on several landmark projects as part of the Christchurch rebuild, including the recently opened Victoria 
Square.

Boffa Miskell consultants have been working with regional councils to proactively address the shifting needs of 
their changing communities. Urban planner Marc Baily, from our Wellington office will discuss the challenges and 
opportunities that our regional centres are addressing in “NZ’s Smaller Towns – Facing Up to the Perfect Storm.”

Auckland-based urban designer Stuart Houghton and George Weeks, Specialist Urban Designer with Auckland 
Council, have a poster presentation of “Valuing the Urban Realm: Testing Transport for London’s Valuing Urban 
Real Toolkit in Auckland.”

The conference takes place on 14 – 15 May in Wellington.

INSIGHT: 
Strategies and success against invasive aquatic plants
The words ‘predator-free’ and ‘pest-control’ usually bring to mind animals like possums and rodents; but 
for New Zealand lakes and rivers, biosecurity threats are more likely to involve weeds and plants.
In Southland, Boffa Miskell ecologists and biosecurity experts have been working alongside Land Information New 
Zealand (LINZ) and the National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research (NIWA) on the forefront of the battle 
against Lagarosiphon major, and significant gains have been made.

A recent report from LINZ shows large parts of Lake Wanaka remain free of the invasive weed, and monitoring by 
NIWA researchers confirmed the success of these efforts.

Under the direction of project manager Marcus Girvan, from the Boffa Miskell Christchurch office, divers pulled 
more than 600 catch-bags of weeds from the  lake over the last year, and lined more than 20,000 square metres of 
the lake bed with hessian matting, to starve the weed of sunlight.

Lagarosiphon grows up to a metre a month and at its full height can reach five metres. As well as choking out 
native aquatic plants, the weed can cause problems for boat users and swimmers close to shore.

Since 2009, Boffa Miskell has been managing biosecurity operations on LINZ’s unalienated Crown land (riverbed 
and lakebeds) and in 2014, formed a strategic partnership with LINZ, with the aim of focussing on innovative 
solutions to achieve the biosecurity programme goals.

On the North Island, our Hamilton office hosted a New Zealand Coastal Society regional event. Representatives 
from the Northland Regional Council (NRC) explained how they are taking action in managing the threat presented 
by marine pests.

For Northland, the biggest concern is the spread of fanworm (Sabella spallanzanii), which first appeared in New 
Zealand in 2010.
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Fanworm’s presence in an area can alter water flows and sedimentation, and fanworm competes with native filter-
feeding species and with farmed bivalve molluscs (oysters and mussles) for food.

Sophia Clark (Biosecurity Manager – Marine & Strategy) and Justin Murfitt (RMA Planning and Policy Manager) 
explained the NRC strategy for managing marine pests like fanworm by using a three-pronged approach involving 
legislation under the RMA and Biosecurity Act.

Boffa Miskell marine ecologists Jacqui Bell and Sharon De Luca attended, along with around 30 guests from a 
variety of disciplines including scientists from Waikato University and NIWA, planners from DOC and Regional 
Councils, and local marine farmers. The talk generated a lot of interest in the current marine pest management 
initiatives, and  opportunities for improved collaboration and inter-regional engagement.

COMMUNITY: 
Planting Day at Pegasus Town
For the second year in a row, Boffa Miskell’s Christchurch office held a planting day in lieu of giving gifts to 
clients at Christmas time.
Last year the Boffa Miskell team worked alongside members of the Quail Island Ecological Restoration Trust,  and 
added 500 native plants to Otamahua/Quail Island, located in Lyttelton Harbour.

This year, on a glorious 20-degree sunny day in April, our group travelled out to Pegasus Town to plant 625 plants 
in a spot close to the Western Conservation area within the town. This site was suggested by the Te Kōhaka o 
Tūhaitara Trust, who are regenerating native plants in the Tūhaitara Coastal Park, which is owned by the Trust.

The Coastal Park is made up of a number of ecosystems including the fore and back dunes; exotic plantation and 
coastal protection plantings; and the coastal freshwater network made up of a series of wetlands, a lagoon and 
streams which run parallel to the sea and connect the Waimakariri and Ashley Rakahuri Braided Rivers. The Trust 
has a 200-year plan to rehabilitate the lands to an indigenous coastal ecosystem supporting a diverse range of 
native flora and fauna and providing sustainable mahinga kai.

The Christchurch office has a close connection with Pegasus Town, starting with managing the resource consent 
application for the development in 2002. Since then, many consultants across most of our disciplines have worked 
on this project, and we had previously undertaken design work in the area in which we were planting. We even 
found some before photos of the site taken in 2009.

These planting days are a rewarding exercise for all those who take part, giving our consultants the opportunity to 
get out of the office and into the community, work together as a team, and leave a legacy for others to enjoy. Big 
thanks go out to the representatives from the Te Ao Tūroa (Natural Environment) team at Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu 
for helping us with the planting, and to the Te Ara Kākāriki Trust who provided us with a shelter, spades, gloves and 
other essentials for the day.


