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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

AWARDED:
Transport Study wins supreme award
Boffa Miskell is proud to have been on the winning team that produced the Auckland Transport: City East 
West Transport Study, which received the Charlie Challenger Supreme Award at the 2015 Resene NZILA 
Pride of Place landscape architecture awards. 

After winning the Landscape Planning and Environmental Studies award category, the City East West Transport 
Study (CEWTS), which was commissioned by Auckland Transport, went on to receive the esteemed Supreme 
Award. 

The City East West Transport Study brings together the public space and transport strategies for Auckland’s inner 
city. Working with Aurecon transportation engineers and planners, Boffa Miskell brought landscape planning, urban 
design, GIS and visualisation expertise to the project team. The judges recognised the project for stretching the 
public’s traditional understanding of landscape architecture through ‘innovative approaches to landscape planning’ 
and effective visualisations of what the recommended transport options would look like.

Traditionally, landscape architecture expertise would not have been sought for transport planning but, in this 
instance, Boffa Miskell’s landscape architecture input facilitated an holistic approach to designing future transport 
routes that takes into account the effects on the public realm.

Cont next page >
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INFORMED:
Planning for Auckland’s Streams
How are changes to the classification and management of rivers and streams in the Proposed Auckland 
Unitary Plan likely to affect landowners and developers?  

Boffa Miskell ecologists and planners are assisting a range of clients to understand how client projects might be 
affected and how good development and freshwater outcomes can be achieved through good design.

Under the proposed provisions, watercourses will be reclassified as either permanent, intermittent or ephemeral, 
with new assessment guidelines being developed. 

“A key change is that the new rules don’t differentiate, as they did before, between activities such as reclamation in 
permanent and intermittent streams,” says Boffa Miskell planner, Sean Grace. 

“Furthermore, although ephemeral streams are exempted by those rules, our ecologists have found in their field 
work, that ephemeral reaches (where water flows for only short periods during and after rain events) are often, in 
fact, wetlands. 

“Wetlands are subject to the proposed rules, so this means that many activities in places where water flows – 
whether occasional or not – will require resource consent. For example, reclamation of wetlands has the same non-
complying activity status as that for permanent and intermittent streams. Achieving a balance between this higher 
level of protection and the region’s housing and development objectives is a significant issue.” 

According to Boffa Miskell ecologist and Principal, Eddie Sides, thorough site assessment and sensitive design can 
provide ‘win – win solutions’ that see land developers achieve their objectives whilst also protecting and enhancing 
stream and wetland values.

Cont next page >

Rachel de Lambert, Technical Leader::Design said of the win, “We are pleased that the category judges recognised 
the significant contribution that this work has made to an area that is perhaps less frequently the domain of 
landscape architects. To then win the Charlie Challenger supreme award was a special delight, we certainly feel the 
work is worthy of the award and are gratified that the judges also felt so.”

Other winners

Two more Boffa Miskell projects also won their respective categories in the landscape architecture awards. The 
Transport Agency Urban Design and Landscape Guidelines won the Landscape Publication Award and the La 
Rosa Reserve Stream Daylighting project was the recipient of the Sustainability Award. Both of these projects were 
recognised for contributing to a positive change in the way future urban water and highway projects in New Zealand 
will be envisioned.

We are pleased that the range of our finalist and award winning projects reflected the diversity and complexity of 
work that Boffa Miskell’ s landscape architects are involved with.
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SPONSORED: 
Cultural Landscapes - an emerging field of opportunity to work with iwi
At the 2015 New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects’ conference, Boffa Miskell was proud to sponsor 
the first plenary session, themed ‘Cultural Landscapes’. This provided an opportunity to have a much-
needed discussion on ways the profession can better recognise the Māori culture in our landscapes and 
work with iwi and hapū to do this.

Craig Pauling, Kaiarataki; Te Hihiri – Strategic Advisor Māori, who leads our cultural advisory team, facilitated the 
session. Presenters included Phil Wihongi (Ngāti Raukawa Environment Group, and formerly of Boffa Miskell), 
Mike Thomas (Jasmax) and Rau Hoskins (design TRIBE), who highlighted their experiences in working to integrate 
Māori heritage and cultural perspectives within landscape, design and resource management work throughout the 
country. 

‘Cultural Landscapes’ are an emerging field of work in Aotearoa, and while not exclusive of wider cultural values, 
it is a concept advocated largely by iwi and hapū to gain better recognition of their history, culture and identity 
within design and resource management matters. In particular, it is used to seek better protection and improved 
management of culturally significant sites such as papakāinga, marae, kāinga, pā and urupā. The incorporation of 
cultural landscapes into resource management policy, planning and landscape design in New Zealand is fledging, 
with only a handful of regional and district plans specifically recognising the concept. However iwi and practitioners 

“We advise our clients to have the ecological values of their land, including freshwater values, comprehensively 
assessed very early in their land development planning and design process,” Eddie says. “That way, we can 
identify any stream and wetland areas likely to be affected by the planning provisions, assess the implications 
and consider options for avoiding, or mitigating potential effects and also identifying opportunities for enhancing 
ecological values. That ground work feeds in to the design process.” 

Eddie also advocates early and proactive engagement with the Council so that issues can be discussed and 
resolved during project planning, which in turn facilitates the consent process. This engagement is especially 
important in the current transition period between the operative and proposed plans, when the rules are changing 
and new practice such as criteria for stream assessment is being developed.

“It’s worth remembering that while streams and wetlands can be regarded as a constraint to development, they can 
also be an asset if incorporated sensitively into site design by, for instance, improving a site’s amenity values and 
providing ecological services, such as stormwater retention. 

“We find that, by bringing together our planning, design and ecology expertise, 
we can help clients to achieve good yields from their land whilst also 
complying with high freshwater protection standards.”

Cont next page >
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across the country have developed their own approaches, policies and strategies to raise the issue, with a key 
aspect being the need to actively work in partnership to achieve the best results. 

A key message resonating throughout the session was the need to move beyond simple stakeholder consultation 
with iwi and hapū and to move towards their active and resourced participation in co-design and planning. This 
approach was seen to be particularly important when working on publicly-resourced projects to give effect to the 
principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. It was noted that strong relationships with iwi and hapū can ensure authenticity 
of designs for projects and, if successful, break down barriers around including traditional names and narratives. 
Taking time at the start of a project to identify, learn about and seek engagement with iwi and hapū was seen as 
being particularly important for success. The symbol of sharing a humble cuppa tea, or kapu tī as it is known in 
Māori, was used to emphasise this point. 

Those at the session felt that Māori cultural approaches should be part of professional practice, to better recognise 
and provide for Māori cultural landscape values and promote New Zealand’s unique identity. Incorporating 
professional cultural advice to assist with iwi engagement is one way to support this, and something that Boffa 
Miskell has invested in through its Te Hihiri team. We now have Māori cultural advisory staff based in each office 
to help develop processes that will help achieve better engagement and further development of cultural landscape 
policy and design.

HOUSING: 
Special Housing Areas on fast track
With the first Special Housing Areas in the Bay of Plenty approved, Boffa Miskell is assisting several 
landowners and developers through the consenting process, to enable construction as soon as possible.

Under the Housing Accords and Special Housing Areas Act 2013, special pre-application and consenting processes 
are available to speed up the development of approved Special Housing Areas (SHA). Boffa Miskell’s Auckland and 
Tauranga offices are assisting clients with SHA projects ranging from the significant Wesley Greenfield community 
within the Auckland Rural Urban Boundary, extending the Pukekohe satellite town with a new sister town that will in 
time accommodate some 4,500 to 5,000 homes, through to smaller development projects, such as the one below, 
that will assist in easing housing supply. 

In 2014, both the Tauranga City Council and Western Bay of Plenty District Council signed Housing Accords with 
the Government, to increase housing supply, improve housing affordability and make provision for long-term supply 
of residential-zoned land. The Minister of Housing approved the first proposed Special Housing Areas for the region 
in February 2015.

Amongst these was a proposed 31-unit development on a 7,000 m2 site at Waihi Road, Tauranga, which PMP 
Developments, a subsidiary company of Classic Builders, conditionally purchased in July 2014 for development. 

Cont next page >
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Boffa Miskell planner and Senior Principal, Richard Coles, has been providing planning services, including 
information to support the application for Ministerial approval and preparing draft resource consent conditions for 
pre-application consideration.

“To streamline the consenting process, we started working on resource consent matters in parallel with the 
process of applying for the Minister’s special housing approval. This means that although there are some complex 
infrastructure issues in relation to this brownfield site, we were already working collaboratively with the Council to 
facilitate speedy resolution ahead of lodging the resource consent application.“

Richard is also assisting other clients with feasibility assessments of medium-density residential development on 
other approved Special Housing Areas in the region.

WELCOMED: 
Return from China
Senior Planner and Principal, Jane Masters, has returned to our Auckland office after four fascinating years 
living in Shanghai.

After moving to China through her husband’s work, Jane assisted part time in Boffa Miskell’s Shanghai office with 
a wide range of functions, though not statutory planning, which is largely done by the State in China. She saw first-
hand the high level of client demand and extremely tight timeframes that are routine in the Shanghai office. 

“The scale of development and extraordinary pace of change in China is reflected in the project work. Projects that 
take six months to complete in New Zealand are often completed in six weeks in China.”

The contrast in planning practice was particularly interesting for Jane, who specialises in consultation in New Zealand. 
“There is very little consultation. Whole communities are shifted to make way for new development and most are 
happy to be moved because the resettlement housing is generally of a much higher standard than they had.” 

Jane also studied towards a Certificate of Business Studies at Massey University and assisted the WILL 
Foundation, raising funds to provide housing and schooling for Chinese orphans with cleft palate or spina bifida. 

Jane and her family experienced high density living first-hand – and loved it. They lived in a suburb which had the 
same population as Auckland. Their apartment building was one of 31 that accommodated 5,000 people within one 
city block. 

“Within that immediate complex we had access to a wide variety of activities, including parks, sports, events, 
library, and restaurants. It was a fabulous way of living.” 

Back in New Zealand, Jane, who previously worked on the Wiri Men’s Correction Facility, Western Ring Route and 
Northern Gateway roading projects’ consultation, is now engaged on Auckland City Rail planning assessments and 
other community and stakeholder consultation projects.


