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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

PROJECT UPDATE:
Progress continues on Waterloo Business Park
The former Islington Freezing Works is evolving into a mixed-use destination. 
The reinvention of the former Islington Freezing Works site into Waterloo Business Park hit another milestone, as 
entrances, streetscapes and greenspaces have been finished and many of the warehouse spaces are ready for 
businesses to move in.

Landscape architect Mark Brown, of Boffa Miskell’s Christchurch office is the lead design consultant for the 
streetscape and public realm areas. Mark says that although much of the design was inspired by the industrial 
fixtures of the early 20th century freezing works, Waterloo Park is in step with the expectations of modern 
businesses. The development is planned around a central hub and plaza, and green spaces will provide a key 
balance to the large-scale industrial areas found throughout the 114-hectare site.

“There are plenty of amenities for the people working at Waterloo,” says Mark Brown. “There will be gardens and 
trees, outdoor furniture and open spaces that could be used for games, or exercise, or an office event like a picnic 
lunch.”

The opportunity to celebrate one of Christchurch’s historic industrial precincts was particularly appealing, because 
so many of the city’s heritage buildings were lost in the earthquakes.
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Visual references to the remaining buildings and fixtures of the Freezing Works provide a point of difference.  
Design cues were taken from the extensive colour-coded pipe network and industrial infrastructure. Pathways 
follow and incorporate the former rail lines, and colour is used along paths for wayfinding.

“The streets are finished to a higher standard than found in many office parks, and there are cycleways, and bike 
parking throughout,” Mark explains. “The planting scheme reflects the red, yellow and blue colour-coding that 
was used on the pipe network in the old freezing plant, and we’ve kept as much of the remaining infrastructure as 
possible.”

The vegetation recalls the English-style gardens found throughout Christchurch. Plane trees, oak and red 
beech are used along the streets and paths, complemented by poplar trees, cherry trees and groves of native 
plants. Clipped hedges will contrast with colourful beds of mass plantings, and rows of tussocks link back to the 
surrounding rural landscape. Stormwater for the precinct is managed by a series of raingardens.

INDUSTRY: 
Boffa Miskell recognised at the NZPI Conference
Kudos for Boffa Miskell’s planners.   
Boffa Miskell planners from across the country were well represented at the NZPI Conference in Tauranga.

The company sponsored the Welcome Reception, and Matt Allott from the Tauranga office chaired the Emerging 
Planners Congress.

Boffa Miskell planners also played a role in two of the awarded projects.

The New Plymouth District Council’s Draft Digital District Plan – developed with technology partner Isovist – won 
both the award for Best Practice District/ Regional Planning Guidance and the NZPI’s supreme award, the Nancy 
Northcroft Award.

Boffa Miskell provided content, data assessment and project management services to the New Plymouth District 
Plan Team across numerous topics including earthworks, subdivision, outstanding natural landscapes and features, 
waterbodies, notable trees, hazardous substances, network utilities, noise and lighting, public access, signs and 
contaminated land.

District Planning lead Juliet Johnson says, “Hamish Wesney and the rest of the Boffa Miskell team played a 
significant role in helping us deliver the content for this Digital District Plan, and the response by local residents has 
been very positive. Being awarded by the NZPI is fantastic recognition for everyone who contributed to the project.”

The John Mawson Award of Merit was presented to Associate Professor Caroline Miller (Massey University) and 
Dr. Lee Beattie (University of Auckland) for their book “Planning Practice in New Zealand”.
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The book is the first to provide a comprehensive discussion of the practical issues and challenges faced in the 
application of planning law in New Zealand. Greg Vossler and Robert Schofield contributed a chapter about the 
requirements for establishing designations and heritage orders under the Resource Management Act.

Earlier in the month, Auckland-based planner Julie Bevan was presented with the NZPI Distinguished Service 
Award in recognition of her role as a leader within the organisation, and her significant contributions to the planning 
profession.

DOCUMENTARY: 
Nga Pua Mahara – Petals of Remembrance
A short film about the construction and opening of the New Zealand Passchendaele Memorial Garden.
The New Zealand Memorial Garden at Passchendaele was designed by landscape architect Cathy Challinor was 
commissioned by the New Zealand-based Passchendaele Society to commemorate the 100th anniversary of WWI 
battle.

The hard elements of the garden, including the aggregate base, 846 bronze inlays and concrete column 
pierced with 2700 pinholes that represent the casualties at the end of the first day of battle, were produced and 
prefabricated in New Zealand.

Cathy says, “An essential element was to bring as many elements as possible from here in New Zealand – 
particularly the aggregate and the stone, as those truly are ‘of the earth’. This literally is a part of Aotearoa brought 
to Passchendaele.”

After a 40-day journey from the Auckland War Memorial to the Passchendaele site, the memorial was assembled, 
and opened as part of the Centenary remembrance of the Battle.

The Passchendaele Society, with support from Westpac and Boffa Miskell, produced a short documentary about 
the Memorial Garden, and the opening. The film premiered in late March, and can be viewed on YouTube>

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DY1sgI3uKPRs%26version%3D3%26rel%3D0%26showinfo%3D0%26enablejsapi%3D1
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STRATEGY: 
Stakeholders put words into action at Mangawhai
Agreeing on a strategy for Fairy Tern recovery.
Boffa Miskell is part of an innovative partnership, formed by a Memorandum of Understanding with the Department 
of Conservation, Te Uri o Hau and the Te Arai and Mangawhai Shorebird Trust, with all parties working together to 
help protect the critically engendered Tara iti or Fairy Tern at Mangawhai, north of Auckland.

After signing the agreement late last year, the next step is creating a plan for moving forward together. Wellington-
based ecologist Leigh Bull attended a two-day workshop in Kaiwaka, facilitated by John Ewen (Zoological Society 
of London) and Thalassa McMurdo Hamilton (a student at the Institute of Zoology at University College, London).

Items on the agenda included identification of key threats to the Fairy Tern, combining actions into strategies and 
how best to measure progress towards achieving the recovery programme goals.

Leigh says, “The workshop went through a process of identifying fundamental objectives held by stakeholders to 
guide all subsequent management actions. Having this focused time together is essential to develop a structured 
approach to the Fairy Tern recovery planning, and ensures that all parties in the MOU are on the same page as we 
start this critical work.”
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OPINION: 
Ecologist Sarah Flynn on the question of non-native plants
Are we being too precious about native vs. exotic plantings?
For countries on the continental mainlands, stringent protection of ‘native species’ is something of a non-starter. 
After countless millennia of traipsing exotic discoveries from one end of the Silk Road to the other, most plants and 
animals have long since been assimilated.

Island nations like New Zealand and Australia are more rigorous when it comes to biosecurity. Nineteenth-century 
colonists looking to recreate the Old World in a new land brought over everything from roses to rabbits. Words like 
‘biosphere’ and ‘eco-system’ weren’t part of the vocabulary.

Now, as we deal with the scourge of lupines-gone-mad and bird-killing possums running amok, ecological 
evangelists preach the gospel of native species appreciation. To some Kiwis, an Old English garden with climbing 
roses, violets, columbine and daisies is about as politically correct as walking down the street in a full-length mink 
coat.

A recent Stuff article asked: “Native plants: how much is too much?”.

The writer, Waikato-based farmer and sustainable living expert Sheryn Clothier, says that: “While I love the subtle 
variety in our bush, natives do not have stunning spring shows, interesting bark or autumn glory… ” and bemoans 
the fact that “Government policy seems totally biased. Subsidies and other incentives only apply to natives.”

Boffa Miskell ecologist Sarah Flynn responds to the article:

“While I don’t think that ‘natives are boring’ is a particularly good argument against using them (just use different 
ones – we have a LOT of beautiful plants), I can think of several ecological arguments in favour of retaining or 
planting exotic vegetation in some instances.

For example, some introduced trees get big really fast and can provide a much-needed ‘tall forest’ structure in a 
depleted landscape – these trees can even be used as part of a mixed native and exotic ecosystem to facilitate the 
regeneration of native forest.

Existing exotic trees shade streams and prevent soil erosion in much the same way that native species do, and 
while native vegetation is broadly considered ‘better for biodiversity’, exotic vegetation can be important habitat 
for indigenous flora and fauna. There are instances where the justification for ripping out well developed exotic 
vegetation in order to ‘restore’ with native plants may be pretty weak, and the biodiversity impacts of doing so are 
not well understood.
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I also think we have an unreasonable fear of ‘weediness’ and a tendency to minimise the aesthetic and ecological 
values of exotic vegetation due to both cultural bias and based on a relatively small number of catastrophic 
examples of rogue invasive plants having really terrible environmental effects. To this extent, I agree that 
regulatory authorities can be unnecessarily inflexible about the use of exotic species in planting projects.

The key is to have realistic, site-specific objectives for any revegetation/ restoration project, and a clear-eyed 
understanding of the site’s existing ecological values and condition before you get started. For example, if your 
main concern is catchment soil stability and riparian buffering to enhance water quality (rather than indigenous 
forest restoration per se), and there’s limited existing native biodiversity in the area, there’s really no harm in 
incorporating exotic species. However, if your site adjoins an existing significant ecological feature, exotics 
probably aren’t appropriate as they could ultimately encroach into indigenous bush areas.”


