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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

INSIGHT:
Swale trial seeks better solutions
Extensive planted swales or linear wetlands are necessary at the Ruakura North urban growth area in Hamilton to 
ensure sustainable stormwater management. However, the widespread planting required could result in significant 
capital costs for developer, Chedworth Properties Ltd, over the course of the development, and long term 
maintenance costs for Hamilton City Council when they take over control of these assets. 

Boffa Miskell was engaged to investigate the most successful methods for swale plant establishment and 
management with a specific focus on rapid and dense plant cover. Boffa Miskell ecologist, Louise Saunders, 
proposed a trial swale experiment to determine which of three different planting methods and two different 
maintenance approaches gives the best outcomes. The goal is to demonstrate the most suitable method for 
maximising wetland performance and functionality in the establishment phase, in order to minimise the ongoing 
maintenance costs. 

The trial wetland was established in autumn 2015, comprising two 10m wide swales and two 5m wide swales 
excavated to different depths. Two different weed control regimes are being trialled and three plant establishment 
methods; broadcast seeding, conventional planting, and natural re-colonisation. By assessing plant density, growth 
rate and long-term plant survival, our ecologists will discover which combination of methods produces the best 
outcomes for each swale type and how best to maintain them. The trial will run for two years and be monitored at 
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PROJECT:
Māui Offshore Platforms Marine Consenting 
Successful marine consent for Māui offshore activities 

The transitional provisions of the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act 
2012 (EEZ Act) required Shell Todd Oil Services (STOS) to obtain marine consent to continue undertaking existing 
natural gas and gas condensate production activities and proposed new activities associated with these operations 
in New Zealand’s Exclusive Economic Zone. The Māui natural gas field off the South Taranaki coast has been 
operating since 1979 and for decades supplied the majority of New Zealand’s natural gas, powering businesses 
and homes.

Their current production facilities include two platforms, (MPA and MPB) which are located approximately 35 
km offshore from the Taranaki region and three submarine pipelines which transport produced natural gas and 
condensate between the platforms and to the Māui Production Station, at Oaonui, Taranaki. 

A hearing in Wellington and New Plymouth was held over three weeks before a Decision Making Committee 
appointed by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Catherine Clarke, Boffa Miskell Planner, was part 
of the core team that throughout the hearing process, assisted with coordinating and reviewing the extensive 
evidence and proposed conditions of consent. She provided planning evidence at the hearing and attended expert 
conferencing on proposed consent conditions. 

On 4 June 2015, the Committee appointed by the EPA, granted Shell Todd Oil Services Limited marine consent for 
offshore activities associated with the Māui natural gas field for the full 35 years, subject to conditions.

After considering all the information provided, the Committee decided that granting marine consent would accord 
with the sustainable management purpose of the Act. The overall effect of the operations at the Māui offshore 
facilities on the environment and existing interests was found to be negligible to minor. Many of the effects 
identified were found to be localised and of a short duration. The Committee considered that adverse effects can 

six-month intervals. It will also be a notable test of natural seed germination in stormwater systems, as the seed 
used for the project was partly eco-sourced from naturally re-colonised wetland plants in the Rotokauri stormwater 
wetlands.

The Ruakura North swale trial has the support of both the city and regional councils, and is being watched with 
interest by stormwater designers involved in Ruakura development. The results are expected to be incorporated 
into Hamilton City Council’s Infrastructure Technical Specifications Manual to guide developers in establishing 
swales and stormwater treatment wetlands in future.
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be appropriately avoided, remedied or mitigated through the imposition of conditions on the marine consent and 
the requirements of other marine management regimes. No appeals to the High Court were lodged on the marine 
consent decision. 

Cont next page >

AWARDED: 
Professional integrity recognised
Landscape architect, Frazer Baggaley, was awarded the inaugural M2PP Values Award for ‘Individual of the 
Year’.

Frazer was nominated by team members working on the Mackays to Peka Peka Expressway (M2PP), for the 
category that recognises the person who has consistently ‘lived and breathed’ one or more of the M2PP Alliance’s 
values:

• innovation

• integrity

• care

• resilience

Frazer was nominated primarily for his work with iwi as well as a range of other stakeholders. It was recognised 
that Frazer has gone above and beyond to ensure he translated their aspirations with great understanding 
and sensitivity. The judges noted Frazer’s persistence, commitment and insight in navigating highly sensitive 
relationships and delivering a positive outcome for the project and the community.

Bron Faulkner, Boffa Miskell team lead for the project said, “We are thrilled that Frazer has been recognised for his 
professional skills and approach to the project, a well-deserved accolade. Our landscape and urban design team 
has built strong relationships with many stakeholders, community groups and council staff throughout the detailed 
design phase of the project and Frazer’s combination of skills, commitment and positive attitude has been a key 
part of this achievement”.
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PROTECTED: 
Digital pest monitoring technology 
Senior ecologist, Dr Helen Blackie spoke on NZ Radio this month about how a new digital pest monitoring system 
is being used to increase detection of biosecurity risks in New Zealand and overseas. The print acquisition and 
wildlife surveillance system provides a real-time, remote monitoring system that helps detect pest populations 
in areas of concern. Listen to the interview at http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/thiswayup/
audio/201766517/digital-pest-sensing-network

PROJECT UPDATE: 
Special Housing Area under construction
The first duplex unit has been built at the Waihi Road Special Housing Area in Tauranga, less than twelve 
months after the development was first mooted. 
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Discussions began in August 2014 between the Tauranga City Council, central Government, PMP Developments 
and its parent company, Classic Builders, and, in February this year, the Minister of Housing approved the concept 
design of the 31-unit development. 

Boffa Miskell planner, Richard Coles, who has provided planning services on the project, says it was important in 
the early stages for all parties to collaborate on site investigations, design and draft resource consent conditions 
because, once approved under the Housing Accords and Special Housing Areas Act 2013, there are no appeal 
rights on council decision. 

“Consequently, although the pre-approval process was slow to ensure we had a sound proposal, the subsequent 
consenting and site development has been swift and the developer has had a high degree of certainty from which 
to proceed,” says Boffa Miskell planner, Richard Coles.

A complicating factor was finding that a south-facing embankment on the site required subsurface retaining walls. 
An engineering design, supported by geotechnical assessment, was required to gain council approval, as was 
the need, under the Act, for stormwater, wastewater and water supply services to be available. As the engineering 
solutions affected the site layout, the developers, consultants and council officers collaborated early on to achieve 
an integrated concept design.

The Waihi Road development is the second consented Special Housing Area in Tauranga. When completed, its 31 
residential units over approximately 7000 m2 will, according to Richard, be of much higher density than the district 
plan density standards and will help in the provision of affordable housing in Tauranga.

PROJECT: 
Red Zone App
Developing a mapping tool to record how cleared land is managed and treated

Following the Christchurch earthquakes, Boffa Miskell was engaged by Christchurch Earthquake Recovery 
Authority (CERA) to establish interim land treatment options for managing cleared sites in the Port Hills residential 
red zone (RRZ). The development of a mobile application to help record and manage information on applied 
treatments was then developed to support CERA’s team while ‘in the field’.

The conditions and characteristics of the Port Hills RRZ are more complex than those encountered in the flat land 
residential red zones. Alternative treatments to those specified for the flat land areas needed to be proposed. The 
elevated nature of parts of the Port Hills RRZ meant that visibility from surrounding areas was a key consideration 
in the development of treatment options, along with ecological, cultural, historical, maintenance and safety factors. 
Critically, erosion control, spreading of noxious weeds, fire and land stability pose potential risks to adjoining land. 
The interim land treatment options, such as planting and erosion control methods, assist in managing the cleared 
red zone sites.
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The Port Hills Interim Land Treatment Options Report included an overview of the issues and considerations within 
the Port Hills Red Zone, classification of land into four character categories and a prioritisation of areas which 
require higher levels of treatment and maintenance. Land treatment options were recommended for the treatment 
of the various categories and a specification for the delivery of the land treatments accompanied the report. 

The Port Hills RRZ CERA team applied recommendations from the report to inform the decision making for the 
delivery of the interim land treatments for the entire Port Hills Red Zone. It became apparent that keeping record 
of the implemented land treatments and the existing onsite assets was a considerable administration issue. Boffa 
Miskell approached CERA with the concept to develop a mobile application ‘The App’ which utilised ArcGIS Online 
and Collector to map land treatments on site on an Ipad. 

‘The App’ has the ability to display background information such as maps and aerials, from the initial report and a 
GIS location of where the CERA staff are on a red zone site. The user can simply draw proposed land treatments 
and existing site features into GIS while on site. The ability to draw into a live GIS file on site eliminates double 
handling of data, streamlines administration and provides a record of the asset in one central location. 

The concept for ‘The App’ was developed by Boffa Miskell in collaboration with CERA. As CERA’s GIS service 
provider, North-South GIS provided knowledge on how ‘The App’ could be integrated into the existing CERA GIS 
Webmap programmes. The App is a great example of how ArcGIS Online can be used practically on site and 
can be tailored to meet the needs of the client. For the Boffa Miskell graphics and mapping team, this project has 
sparked ideas for how the tools can be applied to a whole range of situations.

The App is currently being used by CERA’s Port Hills team to map proposed land treatments, produce plans for 
tendering work to contractors and keep record of assets. 


