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Boffa Miskell Update
August 2016

Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

INSIGHT:
Te Ara Mua Future Streets
Studying the effects of new cycleways on health in Māngere 
 
People living in Mangere in South Auckland are generally of poorer health, less physically active and involved in 
more traffic accidents than is average in New Zealand. Research has shown that poor public health, low socio-
economic status and high dependency on car transport are inter-related issues. Over the next four years, under 
a research project called ‘Te Ara Mua - Future Streets’, cost-effective changes to the suburb’s urban streets will 
be made to improve road safety, make walking and cycling easier and measure the benefits to public health and 
safety. The project is being funded by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) and, once 
complete, will be used for extensive long-term study to see how these interventions have altered the levels of 
walking, cycling and physical activity in the community – including the numbers of children walking and cycling to 
school – and the flow-on effects in health, safety and recreation.

Boffa Miskell is working with Auckland Transport and its engineering partners to develop and deliver designs for the 
project’s construction phase, which is being funded by the NZ Transport Agency, MBIE and the Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
Local Board. Poorly connected areas will be better linked with shared paths joining up newly refurbished parks and 
local streets as well as new separate cycleways on the main roads into the town centre.

Central to the project is the Community Trail; a 1.7-kilometre cycle and pedestrian path that connects schools, 
health centres, parks, residential areas and the shops in the town centre. This trail runs through parks which are 
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VIDEO: 
Leaving the area better – planting at Smithfield Wetland, Mackays to Peka Peka
It is a site for post-construction monitoring to create a healthy stream that includes a diverse range of fish, 
bug and plant species.

 
Watch the video on Youtube
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being upgraded with wide pathways, attractive planting and extensive signage. People using the nearby Moana-
Nui-ã-Kiwa Pool and Leisure Centre and Māngere Health Centre can use the area for various formal and informal 
fitness and running programmes and as a practice lane for new cyclists. Distance markers and colourful icons 
incorporated into the wayfinding signs encourage people to push themselves to ride, walk or run further.

“Innovation is the key to this project,” says Boffa Miskell urban designer, Stuart Houghton. “The project team has 
been keen to test new techniques, to date not typically seen in suburban environments, to make Māngere a much 
friendlier environment for walking and cycling.”

Cyclist safety and accessibility will be improved by adding separated cycle lanes on busy, heavily trafficked streets 
as well as introducing the new Community Trail routes that reduce the need for road crossings. New and improved 
ways of dealing with potential conflict points between traffic, pedestrians and cyclists will also be introduced such 
as at bus stops and places where people can safely cross side streets on busy roads. Opening up cul-de-sacs and 
previously hidden public parks is another way to improve accessibility and opportunities for cyclists and walkers in 
Māngere.

Construction is now well underway with improvements so far made to Massey Road, the town centre carpark and 
Mascot Avenue. The Community Trail is still in construction but projected to be finished before the end of 2016. 
Further stages are expected to start around July 2017, subject to changes in design or funding. It is hoped this 
project will become a model for future walking and cycling improvements to suburban centres around New Zealand.

https://youtu.be/83WL2bcgwpY
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#THROWBACK: 
Building enduring, functional neighbourhoods by involving the community.
Housing shortage is an urgent issue – yet, urgency should not over-ride community engagement for long-
term, high quality design outcomes.

“New housing, whether through intensification or greenfield development, involves change. Many people have a 
negative perception of housing intensification, worrying about amenity, land values and the potential generation 
of slums,” says Lisa Mein, urban designer and Senior Principal at Boffa Miskell. “However, if you arm people with 
as much information as possible and clearly show the positive flow-on effects of the development, they are more 
comfortable about change and will embrace and connect with a project in a constructive way. It goes both ways, 
too, with local people feeding back important information about the community and the area to the developers and 
designers.”

Lisa has much experience of urban development and renewal projects, including urban renewal programmes in the 
United Kingdom of a much larger scale than has generally been seen in New Zealand to date.

When she returned to New Zealand and joined Boffa Miskell in 2004, she brought some innovative new 
consultation and engagement approaches, based on the knowledge she had gained overseas, to the Talbot Park 
community renewal project in Glen Innes, Auckland. At that time Talbot Park had become a dysfunctional area 
of state housing and Housing New Zealand sought to transform it into a safe and well-knit neighbourhood as a 
flagship project for its newly launched community renewal programme. Boffa Miskell had been engaged to lead a 
multi-disciplinary team in devising a masterplan to guide the comprehensive redevelopment of the area, including 
a more varied range of housing stock, intensification through more medium-density housing and the application of 
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles.

“Because the redevelopment was happening within an existing community, there were many challenges, not least 
negativity towards housing intensification,” Lisa recalls. “We wanted to be able to engage the whole community to 
ensure the project benefitted everyone and was well integrated into the surrounding Glen Innes area.”

Lisa advocated engaging tenants, neighbours and other stakeholders, including healthcare providers, schools and 
faith leaders, to encompass the full community. The project team initiated a series of workshops and open days to 
gather information from the locals and engage them in the design process. Ongoing channels of communication 
were set up to keep people informed through the planning and construction phases. A regular newsletter was 
drafted and circulated with updates including positive stories and a project office established onsite where people 
could easily discuss the project and seek support if needed.

Lisa says the community engagement strategy successfully turned around the wider community’s negative 
perception of the project and widespread fears about housing intensification. The project was receiving positive 
press by completion and subsequently won a number of awards.
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Project uPdate: 
New skate park inspired by auckland’s volcanic fields
Ever imagined skate boarding down a volcano? It’s a wild idea, maybe, but one that has stimulated an 
exciting collaborative design with a strong sense of place.

Construction of the new skatepark and a half-court basketball court is to start soon as part of the latest stage 
of works in the upgrade of Valonia Reserve in the Auckland suburb of New Windsor. On completion, these new 
facilities will be handed over to Auckland Council.

“We worked with a core group of experienced local skaters and BMX riders, as well as Auckland Council, to 
develop the skatepark concept, which is aimed at the full range of users from beginners to advanced,” explains Al 
Rigby, Boffa Miskell, landscape architect who is managing the project.

The geological history of Auckland’s volcanic fields provided the inspiration for the design. A bowl at the highest 
point of the park represents a volcanic crater, from which a series of terraces featuring bowls, banks, quarter pipes 
and rails leads downhill to represent a lava flow. The orange and red colours evoke the hues of molten lava. Once 
the concept was developed, the design was refined and detailed by Melbourne-based firm, Convic, one of the 
world’s leaders in skatepark design-and-build services.

The construction of this uniquely themed skatepark starts in September 2016. It will be the latest in a number of 
community amenities being built as part of the NZ Transport Agency’s Waterview Connection project.

The 4.5-kilometre Waterview Connection will complete Auckland’s Western Ring Route, a 48-kilometre additional 
route to SH1. The ring route will link Manukau, Auckland, Waitakere and the North Shore, improving network 
resilience, travel time reliability, bus shoulder lanes and upgrading cycleway and pedestrian facilities. The project 
is being delivered by the Well-Connected Alliance which includes the NZ Transport Agency, Fletcher Construction, 
McConnell Dowell, Parsons Brinckerhoff, Beca Infrastructure, Tonkin + Taylor and Japanese construction company 
Obayashi Corporation.
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“It was exciting to be involved with what was a leading project in medium density housing at the time and one that 
helped pave the way for other medium density developments in Auckland. It is 100% social housing and these 
days more mixed tenure would be advocated but, nevertheless, it is still looking good nine years down the track 
and the former sense of crime and danger is greatly reduced. It’s satisfying to demonstrate how good urban design 
principles can underpin sustainable community development and low impact design solutions.”

Lisa and the Boffa Miskell design team continue to apply similar community engagement and consultation 
techniques to other projects. Boffa Miskell uses these techniques to target groups of people who require different 
needs from housing for example; iwi groups, the aged community, and those requiring social housing.
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Project uPdate: 
central Hutt river regeneration Project - featured in Local Government Magazine
Boffa Miskell is playing a key role in Hutt City’s transformation into a ‘riverside city’ by bringing urban 
planning and design expertise to integrate flood protection, transport connection and lifestyle choices.

 
Read the full story on Issuu.

Boffa Miskell has been providing landscape architecture, urban design and ecological assessment services on 
the Waterview Connection project, including upgrades of reserves associated with the southern works. Features 
already completed in the adjacent Alan Wood Reserve upgrade include stream ecological upgrades; sections of 
shared path; two full-size, flood-lit and sand-carpeted sports fields; a toilet and changing room building; a sand 
volleyball court; and parking – all designed with input from Boffa Miskell.

The new skatepark and basketball court facilities are due to be opened in early 2017.

http://issuu.com/boffamiskell/docs/lg_aug_1608_v2_boffa_miskell_proof_%0A
https://issuu.com/boffamiskell/docs/lg_aug_1608_v2_boffa_miskell_proof_/1

