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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

ANNOUNCEMENT:
Biosecurity services strenghten at Boffa Miskell
Boffa Miskell is building on its 15-year experience in biosecurity, by establishing a specialist team to help 
protect and enhance environments through innovative and effective biosecurity solutions.  
The team of seven, located in our Auckland, Christchurch and Hamilton offices, will focus on research and 
development, innovative biosecurity surveillance technologies and invasive species management and eradication. 
The team’s expertise is wide-ranging, including pest animal control, use of pest control toxins, aquatic and 
terrestrial weed management, and the practical application of innovations and technology in biosecurity.

Boffa Miskell ecologists have been working in the field of biosecurity for over 15 years, providing services to private 
clients, local and regional councils, the Ministry of Primary Industries and Land Information NZ. Their experience 
includes developing biosecurity surveillance strategies and pest and weed control plans, as well as large-scale 
conservation projects, such as the Pukaha Mount Bruce Wildlife Centre and Ngatapa Forest Restoration project, 
where biosecurity measures have been designed to safeguard threatened native species. 

Since 2009, we have been managing biosecurity operations on LINZ’s unalienated Crown land (riverbed and 
lakebeds) across the country and in 2014, formed a strategic partnership with LINZ, with the aim of focussing on 
innovative solutions to achieve the biosecurity programme goals. 
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Our biosecurity team is also leading research and development work to develop innovations in biosecurity for the 
private sector, such as automated pest surveillance and detection technology and the use of drones for marine pest 
surveillance. 

Biosecurity is a major concern for New Zealand’s economy and natural environment. Invasive species create a 
significant risk to primary production, regional and national economies and are a major factor threatening New 
Zealand’s native biodiversity. Concern about these risks is reflected in the government’s investment in biosecurity 
through the recently announced ‘Biosecurity 2025’ direction statement and the ambitious ‘Predator Free 2050’ 
goal. The government has also announced funding of $1.89M over the next 2 years to keep Southland’s Mid Dome 
wilding tree eradication programme, which is managed by our Christchurch team, on track.

Our biosecurity team is aiming to contribute its specialist skills as much as possible to these initiatives, with a focus 
particularly on solving many of New Zealand’s current biosecurity problems with new technologies and innovations.

PROJECT : 
Marine Parade Redevelopment 
Connecting a city to its coastline.
The redevelopment of this key waterfront site on Marine Parade in Napier has given new life to the area. The city 
is now connected to its coastline and a waterfront carpark has been replaced with a significant public space that 
reflects the natural and cultural landscape of the bay. 

With the adjacent former MarineLand site having been redeveloped into a multi-purpose skate, event and 
entertainment facility, this new coastal public space is injecting activity and energy onto the city’s coastal edge. 
It also provides coastal pathway users a reason to stop and engage. The park includes a mix of complementary 
spaces, including structures and vegetation that offer shelter and coastal outlooks; gardens and undulating lawn 
spaces engaging with the sea and city; a multi-sports court; and a series of reflective and interactive water features 
that are threaded through the site, providing something for all parts of the community and visitors alike.

Boffa Miskell led the landscape design, working with Paris Magdalinos Architects and Napier City Council. A key 
part of the project was developing the landscape and cultural narrative of the site with artist Jacob Scott, who also 
created the integrated and stand-alone artworks.

The design of the park references the former gravel spit on which the site sits: a threshold between the Pacific 
Ocean and the former lagoon upon which Napier was eventually developed. The design looks east to the horizon 
and frames the views and landscape connections to Cape Kidnappers/Mataupo Maui and Mahia Peninsula. 
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This is Napier’s place to talk to the Pacific, and to the global community. Local connections to pioneers such as 
sea-faring tupuna, and to Maui himself, are integral to the mana, the narrative and the structure of the project.

Maui was the innovator, the maverick, the challenger of the status quo. He was the initiator of a new world cycle, 
catching the sun and slowing it down; and he was this nation’s fisherman, responsible for pulling up the North 
Island.

With this bay being the fin of the stingray caught by Maui (Te Ika-a-Maui), and with views to Cape Kidnappers 
(Maui’s hook), this narrative is a pivotal informer of the design.

The site itself is carved to create routes and spaces along the transition from the civic landscape of the Sunken 
Gardens to the more open coastline - a journey that uses water as its connecting element. 

Sculpting of the site provides a physical reflection of:

• the constant sculpting of the land’s edge through coastal processes

• the flow of the historic Tutaekuri River behind

• the riding of the wave

• the motion of the stingray’s fin/pakau

• the chasing of the chisel

The planting character reflects the rugged and exposed coastal environment to the East, transitioning to the shelter 
of the estuarine environment to the West. Large seating elements are dropped on the site, sitting comfortably 
adjacent to the driftwood which comes and goes from the site in response to high tides and storm surges.

PROJECT: 
Mid Dome Wilding Trees Eradication Programme
Restoring northern Southland’s high country tussock grasslands. 
The Mid Dome Wilding Trees Charitable Trust appointed Boffa Miskell as its programme manager in 2014 to deliver 
the strategic goal of eradicating wilding trees from the Mid Dome area in Southland. Wilding tree control had been 
delivered at Mid Dome for 20 years with approximately $7M being spent over this time. Large areas of mature 
Pinus contorta remain at high altitude locations, spreading seed over expansive high country tussock grasslands. 
Boffa Miskell developed a 4-year operational plan to control these trees, with the aim to control all high-risk seeding 
trees within the operational area over this time period. 
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COMMUNITY: 
Ōtāhūhu community to have a say on town centre upgrade
Consultation on the Ōtāhūhu town centre streetscape upgrade is underway, giving the community the 
opportunity to comment on how the streets and public spaces can be transformed to accommodate future 
growth. Find out about the proposed changes and have your say before 6th September, via the Auckland 
Transport website> 
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Boffa Miskell works closely with the Trust, providing advice on control techniques and strategies, assisting with 
funding bids and promotion of the control programme. We are closely involved with the development and testing of 
new control techniques, and carry out trials to measure efficacy and efficiency.

To date we have sprayed almost 350 hectares of dense wilding trees, and carried out ground and aerial spot 
spraying control over many thousands of hectares. Delivering control continues to be a challenge in this 
environment, however, with the government allocating over $1.8M of funding to this programme over the next two 
years, considerable advances will be made.

https://at.govt.nz/projects-roadworks/otahuhu-town-centre-upgrade
https://at.govt.nz/projects-roadworks/otahuhu-town-centre-upgrade
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PUBLISHED: 
Trends in the development of mammalian pest control technology in New Zealand
Boffa Miskell Biosecurity Consultant, Lee Shapiro, has co-authored an article in the latest New Zealand 
Journal of Zoology which takes a look at New Zealand’s approach to improving methods of controlling 
introduced mammalian pests through the use of emerging technologies. Read the abstract>

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03014223.2017.1337645
http://architecturenow.co.nz/articles/city-sized-solutions-stuart-houghton/

