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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

CELEBRATION:
The Strand Plaza opens in Whakatane
A newly-opened pedestrian plaza, which better connects Whakatane’s commercial centre with the adjacent 
riverside reserve area, has received accolades from the local community.

According to Aaron Milne, Manager Business Services at the Whakatane District Council, feedback has been “very 
positive, including from people who were strongly opposed before”. 

Opened on 25 October by Whakatane Mayor Tony Bonne, the new public space immediately proved its value as a 
vibrant gathering place for the numerous visitors who attended the opening festivities and the market day organised 
by the Eastern Bay of Plenty Chamber of Commerce the following day.

The plaza development, designed by Boffa Miskell, is a key element of the Whakatane Town Vision plan, which 
Boffa Miskell also helped develop. The vision guides the town centre’s strategic long-term redevelopment and 
revitalisation. 

In line with the vision, two Council-owned buildings were removed to create the new open space that now connects 
The Strand (the main shopping street) with the riverfront and opens up an important view shaft to Moutohora 
(Whale) Island, 7km offshore. At the same time, an adjacent privately-owned building was redeveloped with a shop 
frontage opening onto the new community space.

Boffa Miskell landscape architect, Morné Hugo, says the high quality of work in the finished plaza was achieved 
through attention to detail in all aspects of the design and implementation.

Cont next page >
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AWARDED:
WAN urban design award for Christchurch Blueprint
The Blueprint for central Christchurch, prepared by a Boffa Miskell-led consortium, has won the Future 
Projects sub-category of the prestigious World Architecture News (WAN) Urban Design Award 2014.

The Blueprint sets the spatial framework for redeveloping central Christchurch after the devastating Canterbury 
earthquakes of 2010 and 2011. WAN said “the judges were blown away with the scale of the proposed framework”, 
which had to be produced within 100 days as part of the Christchurch Central Recovery Plan. 

“The Blueprint provided a strong, innovative and legible response to the urban 
issues facing the city and its rebuild,” WAN concluded. 

“The containment of the core within a ‘frame’ in particular has been recognised as one of the more significant 
aspects of the Blueprint Consortium. When aligned with a strong focus on the Avon River, the expectation is for a 
city which combines the best of urban renewal principles whilst retaining the uniqueness of Christchurch.” 

Boffa Miskell Director::Design, Rachel de Lambert, recalls the extraordinary teamwork within the Blueprint 100 
team, which comprised architects Warren and Mahoney, Woods Bagot, Populous and Sheppard & Rout Architects 
as well as RCP project managers. 

“We’re proud to receive the endorsement that the Blueprint framework for 
central Christchurch, produced under such high pressure, is recognised to be 
of the highest international standard.”

Cont next page >

“The quality of work reflects well on the local contractors, who carried out 
nearly all the works, and on the strong working relationship we have with the 
Whakatane District Council.” 

A simple and cost-effective palette of hard and soft landscape treatments was applied in creating the new open 
space, which is designed to be versatile and functional for a range of activities, while also providing a suitable 
setting for an artwork supplied by the local community board. Large timber seating platforms, for instance, can be 
moved to accommodate different types of events, including the creation of a stage.

Lighting has been carefully designed to enable and encourage night-time activity. A special feature is the recessed 
up-lighting, set diagonally across the plaza, which accentuates the symbolic connection between the town’s 
sheltering escarpment and Moutohora Island.
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APPOINTED: 
Auckland urban design panellists
We’re proud that four Boffa Miskell people were recently appointed to the Auckland Urban Design Panel. 
Between them, Rachel de Lambert, Janine Bell, Lisa Mein and Stuart Houghton will contribute considerable 
experience in landscape architecture, urban design and planning. Panellists are considered leaders in their 
fields.

Panellists are considered leaders in their fields and are appointed to provide independent advice and design review 
of significant built projects proposed across the Auckland region.

“We’re pleased to be able to contribute towards achieving high quality urban 
environments that will help Auckland achieve its goal of becoming the world’s 
most liveable city,” says panellist and Boffa Miskell Director::Design, Rachel 
de Lambert.

“The Christchurch Central Development Unit is now implementing key 
components of the Blueprint and we’re excited to be involved in a number of 
the Anchor Projects including the Avon River Precinct, Justice Precinct and 
Convention Centre. It is rewarding for us professionally, but most importantly 
for the people and businesses of Christchurch, to see the framework starting 
to take shape.”

Cont next page >
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COMMUNITY: 
Albion Square
In quake-ravaged Lyttelton, the tight-knit community soon began creating a new community hub. From 
those beginnings, the recently opened Albion Square has seen the vision become reality.

This project has been created through a unique collaboration between the Christchurch City Council (CCC), 
landscape architects Boffa Miskell (BML) and the Lyttelton community. A refined local design aesthetic was created, 
based on this creative community’s desire to create a highly relevant community space which would grow with its 
community.

The multi-layered nature of this project celebrates the unique identity of Lyttelton. Albion Square is a contemporary 
civic space derived from the ground up. The use of local materials, stone and timber grounds the space while 
the use of colour is kept minimal with the use of a rustic colour palette linking to the town and port’s weathered 
aesthetic. The final layer is a range of vertical elements, including the Cenotaph, Waharoa, flagpole and relocated 
artworks.

In 2011, Lyttelton was devastated by a 6.3 magnitude earthquake, which left every second building on the town’s 
main street severely damaged. The historic Albion Hotel was one of these. After its demolition, a group of locals 
began playing pétanque on the site. The popularity of their activities led to site being transformed under the ‘Gap 
Filler’ urban regeneration initiative, aimed at temporarily activating post-quake vacant sites for public use. Out of 
the trauma and rubble – and many working bees later – a community hub and informal town square emerged.

Recognising the community’s need for a permanent public space, the Christchurch City Council bought the site in 
2012. Together, the Council and community then developed a concept plan, for a multi-use civic space.

Boffa Miskell was engaged to progress the concept into a fully developed plan, including detailed design, and then 
oversee the construction. A particular requirement was to create a Lyttelton aesthetic that would celebrate the 
town’s character and colourful port history. 

The now completed Albion Square is an integrated series of designed spaces. The busy lower level, which is 
adjoined by a private café, accommodates movement, activity and performance. The second level is a more 
passive space, suitable for both activity and reflection, with a flat lawn (very desirable in the steep terrain of 
Lyttelton) alongside the relocated War Memorial Cenotaph. A red rock wall of locally sourced volcanic stone, laid 
in a contemporary style, separates this second level from the uppermost space, where there are play opportunities 
and expansive views of the harbour below.

Artworks that were transitional features in the earlier ‘gap filler’ period of the site’s development are now permanent 
installations in the new square. Also to be installed is an entrance waharoa (gateway), designed and carved in 
consultation with the local Rapaki Marae. It will be called Ōhinehouroko, the name of the earliest Maori Pa site in 
the town area, which can be interpreted as ‘establishing a place of new peacefulness’. 

Cont next page >
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Albion Square was officially opened in November 2014, timed to coincide with the centenary of New Zealands’ 
entry into World War One.

PRESENTED: 
Te Arai Reserve gifted for public and iwi benefit
How can an iwi rebuild an economic base from its Treaty of Waitangi Settlement land whilst also protecting 
the land’s high natural and recreational values? For Te Uri o Hau, the solution lies in the approval of a 
private Plan Change and the gifting of a 196-hectare reserve for conservation and public recreation. 

In July 2014, private Plan Change 166 was approved, enabling the Te Arai Coastal Lands Trust, a joint partnership 
between Te Uri o Hau and Te Arai Land Holdings Limited, to proceed with a land use solution that involved 
limited residential development in exchange for the vesting of a significant new coastal reserve at Te Arai, near 
Mangawhai, north of Auckland. In September, Auckland Council accepted the offered Te Arai reserve land. 

These decisions mark the resolution of more than ten years’ of effort by Te Uri o Hau to gain a return from the 
commercial redress land it purchased from the Crown as part of its Treaty settlement. Boffa Miskell has provided 
statutory planning, landscape assessment and ecological assessment services to the Trust across this time, 
including preparing the request for the Plan Change, presenting expert evidence at the hearings, consulting with 
submitters and participating in Environment Court mediation that settled appeals.

The new Te Arai Reserve will protect the coastal dune system and the Te Arai Stream riparian margins. With 
its 10-kilometre Hauraki Gulf beachfront, it will form an ecological corridor connecting the Department of 
Conservation’s Mangawhai Wildlife Refuge in the north with the Council-owned Te Arai Point reserve in the south.

A new international standard golf course is almost completed on the Trust’s remaining land. The new land uses will 
be subject to strict environmental protection and enhancement conditions including funding and active protection 
for the endangered fairy tern and northern dotterel shorebird populations. There will also be ongoing community 
liaison, a shorebird management regime, the gradual replacement of pine forest with native vegetation, and 
revegetation of the coastal margin.

Boffa Miskell has prepared various resource consents associated with the golf course, prepared a range of 
management plans to ensure the environmental benefits are delivered, and has an ongoing role monitoring the 
shorebird populations. We are currently involved in the proposed Auckland Unitary Plan process to secure the 
outcomes achieved through the plan change.
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE: 
We wish you all a safe and happy holiday season and look forward to working with you in the New Year.

Our offices in Auckland, Tauranga, Wellington and Christchurch will be closed from midday Tuesday 23rd 
December and will re-open on Monday 12th January 2015. Our China office will be operating as normal 
throughout this period.


