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We wish you all a safe and happy holiday season and look forward to working with you in 
the New Year.
Our offices in Auckland, Tauranga, Wellington and Christchurch will be closed from 
midday Wednesday 23rd December 2015 and will re-open on Monday 11th January 2016. 
Our China office will be operating as normal throughout this period.

PROJECT UPDATE:
Design enhances work-life balance
Business parks should be places where businesses want to be and where people want to work. But what 
happens after work? Will everyone leave or will people stay on to enjoy the area in other ways? 

It’s an all-round vision – ‘Work. Life. Balance’ – that joint venture partners Southpark Corporation Ltd and Stewart 
Transport Ltd are aiming to achieve at Waterloo Business Park. The 114-hectare light industrial and commercial 
development occupies the former Islington freezing works site, strategically located on the southwest edge of 
Christchurch close to growth areas, the airport and a direct link to the port of Lyttelton.

Our landscape architects and urban designers are helping create an environment purpose-built to underpin the 
concept of interweaving work and leisure activities within the one site. 

Landscape architect Mark Brown, who is leading the design work, says the provision of ample open spaces and 
streetscapes is a key aspect of the development. Two parks are being designed and the first streetscape stage is 
currently under construction, including tree-lined avenues, social nodes that include seating areas and bike stands, 
and two entry features.

Cont next page >
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SELECTED:
Ecology en route in Wellington
Our ecologists are assisting the NZ Transport Agency with the ecological assessments of two important 
transport projects in Wellington.

Their assessments have already contributed to the route selection of the new Petone to Grenada link road and the 
Wellington to Hutt valley walking and cycling path. The preferred alignments were announced in November 2015, 
with consent applications expected to be lodged in 2016. 

The proposed walking and cycling path will pass along the narrow coastal shelf bordering Wellington Harbour 
where the motorway and railway already occupy much of the space. Earlier this year, our team looked at the 
potential ecological effects of several potential alignments within that corridor. NZTA’s preferred seaward alignment 
was selected, taking into account potential benefits, public feedback and technical advice, including the ecological 
assessment.

“These spaces are designed to invite workers to use and enjoy them before 
and after work as well as during work breaks. We’re also aiming to create 
a distinct sense of place that reflects, in the choice of materials and colour 
palette, the underlying alluvial landscape of the Canterbury plains as well as 
the site’s industrial past.” 

Boffa Miskell is also providing urban and landscape design advice on the regeneration of the area within the site 
where the Islington freezing works operated. Within this area, a central hub for the business park – Islington Square 
– is planned, which will be a destination in its own right, with artisan work spaces, markets, dining venues and 
various forms of entertainment. 

The feasibility of retaining and re-using many of the site’s distinctive, historic buildings as part of the regeneration 
project is being investigated. 

“The re-use potential is important for Christchurch,” Mark says, “given that so many of the city’s historic buildings 
have been lost since the 2010/2011 earthquakes.”

2016 will see significant progress on the ground at Waterloo, with the Pound Road entry feature and the first of the 
parks due to be constructed and completed early in the year. 
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Currently, our ecologists are studying the vegetation, streams, wetlands, estuaries, avifauna, herpetofauna and 
bats in the vicinity of the proposed Petone to Grenada link road to assess how the ecology might be affected by 
the construction and/or operation of the new road. The route passes close to some important ecological corridors 
and traverses a quite diverse range of habitats including the steep coastal escarpment above the harbour, some 
complex stream and gully systems, and farmland. 

The two projects are aimed at improving road safety, boosting economic growth and better connecting the region’s 
transport network. Our ecologists will be looking for ways to avoid adverse effects and opportunities to enhance 
ecological values.

Together with adjacent basketball, volleyball and netball training courts, it is on track to open in summer 2015/16 – 
an ideal time to let the kids – and their imaginations – run loose! 

Cont next page >

COMMUNITY: 
Leadership project continues to bear fruit
At Elizabeth Knox Home and Hospital in Epsom the kitchen is overflowing as aged residents reactivate 
their green fingers alongside youngsters in the ‘Garden of Knowledge’ – a legacy leadership project 
landscape architect Heather Wilkins helped create.

The project is an outcome of the ‘Future Auckland Leaders Programme’, from which Heather recently graduated. 
The two-year programme, run by the Committee for Auckland, enables nominated participants to strengthen their 
leadership qualities in ways that will contribute to Auckland’s future. In the second year, participants research and 
deliver a legacy project that seeks to address a ‘need’ in the city and catalyse ongoing benefits.

The Garden of Knowledge project was one of five selected for implementation from 85 original ideas. It was 
prompted by research, which shows that people living in residential aged care facilities are often socially isolated 
and disempowered from participating in community activities. 

“The project objective was to improve quality of life for a group of older people 
by establishing a community garden in the grounds of a rest home, which 
would be run by the residents together with local youth,” Heather explains. 
“A key criteria was that the project had to be unique and we knew of no other 
community garden in Auckland that has been designed to bring old and young 
together in this way.”
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A team of six ‘future leaders’ planned and organised the project’s implementation. A suitable site was offered at 
Elizabeth Knox Home, where Boffa Miskell provides landscape architectural services. Staff at the home embraced 
the concept, as it fitted their quality of life residential care objectives. The staff and residents took charge of 
purchasing plants and seeds while the leadership team organised the design and delivery of construction materials. 
Meanwhile, St Cuthbert’s College and the St George-Epsom Scout Group welcomed the opportunity for their 
students and scouts to participate.

On project build day, volunteers constructed four new wheelchair-accessible garden beds and refurbished two 
existing ones. The construction, planting and ensuing maintenance was intentionally planned in a non-prescriptive 
way to encourage young and old to interact and make their own decisions. 

“It didn’t all go to plan because we needed to stand back,” Heather recalls, “but, with time, the older residents 
visibly regained their confidence as they shared their knowledge and started making decisions about the ongoing 
planting, maintenance and harvest routines. They have also been stimulated by the interaction with youngsters – 
comparing today’s youth with their own.”

So successful has the garden been that more space is needed and stage two is now being planned. In the 
meantime, with the school holidays imminent, the Newmarket Rotary Club has signed up to help with weeding until 
school starts again in 2016 when young and old will again garden together.

Reflecting on the leadership programme, Heather says she particularly values the opportunity, that would not 
otherwise have been possible, to form a network of like-minded young leaders across a wide spectrum of 
organisations, and to gain insight into the myriad of issues that will confront Auckland as it grows.

INSIGHT: 
Natural Character Workshop
Our Landscape Planners were approached by the Department of Conservation (DOC) to assist in the 
preparation of a workshop on providing guidance around Policy 13 (Natural Character) of the New Zealand 
Coastal Policy Statement 2010 (NZCPS).

This is the third DOC-run workshop since the NZCPS was released in 2010, of which Boffa Miskell has been 
integral in all three. For this latest workshop, James Bentley along with other Boffa Miskell Landscape Planners 
prepared a think piece focussing on implementation techniques, following our involvement with numerous coastal 
natural character studies throughout the country. 
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SPONSORED: 
Sculpture in the Gardens 2015
Boffa Miskell is a sponsor of the Auckland Botanic Gardens’ biennial Sculpture in the Gardens exhibition, 
which is now open to the public for the summer 2015/16 season. 

Now in its 5th year, the exhibition was officially opened by the Hon. Maggie Barry, Minister for Arts and Culture, 
on the 28th of November. It will close on the 6th of March 2016. The three month period enables the wide range 
of people who visit the gardens to enjoy twenty world class artworks, all by respected New Zealand artists. The 
event’s popularity has grown each year since its inception, with around 430,000 visitors during the 2013/14 season, 
many of whom visited for the specific purpose of experiencing the sculptures. The exhibition’s long timeframe, free 
entry and the way in which the works augment the experience of the wonderfully varied botanic gardens landscape 
are benefits for both the artists and the public.

Our sponsorship also includes the donated time of landscape architect / Boffa Miskell partner Rachel de Lambert 
in her role as one of the show’s three curators, alongside Richard Mathieson and Linda Tyler. The curatorial panel 
selects 20 artists to create works for the event and decides the Supreme Award winner, which is announced at the 
official opening. 

Boffa Miskell’s association with Sculpture in the Gardens aligns well with our design expertise and experience in 
collaborating with artists and sculptors. Rachel says, 

“Working frequently with artists in public projects, as we do, we appreciate 
the need for robust design, for engaging works that enrich experience, and for 
works that speak to the culture and place of our sites. This year’s Sculpture in 
the Gardens is a fine demonstration of these attributes.” 

We encourage you to come and enjoy the Auckland Botanic Gardens and the diverse collection of sculpture.

The workshop was attended by various consultant landscape architects, local and national government coastal 
policy planners and representatives from the Ministry for the Environment. The workshop, held in Wellington in late 
November 2015 facilitated healthy debate about the methods and rigors of current best practice. It is hoped that 
the workshop notes that follow will provide further guidance for practitioners and decision makers around assessing 
and mapping coastal natural character.


