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We wish you all a safe and happy holiday season and look forward to working with you in 
the New Year. 
As we look back upon the past year, we would like to acknowledge those who have 
helped us shape our business. Thanks for a great year, and we wish you all the best as 
you embark on 2017.
Our offices in Auckland, Tauranga, Wellington, Hamilton, Christchurch and Queenstown 
will be closed from midday Friday 23rd December 2016 and will re-open on Monday 9th 
January 2017.

Please enjoy our final news stories for the year. 

INSIGHT:
What’s in a playground?
Children are hard-wired to play. So why are designed play spaces needed? 
 
“Play, an essential part of any child’s growth and development, is about children exploring the world, learning, 
extending and challenging themselves, understanding risk, and developing their physical and social skills,” 
says Boffa Miskell landscape architect Sarah Collins. “These days many children grow up in urban areas where 
opportunities for outdoor play are often constrained and, so, providing spaces specifically designed for play needs 
at progressive stages of child development is becoming ever more important.”
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Clearly, then, there’s a lot to a playground. Knowing this, Boffa Miskell recently brought together from five offices, 
nine of our specialist play space designers to tour a diverse range of playgrounds in Wellington. They critiqued, 
discussed and brainstormed ideas; shared knowledge and had the chance to try out a variety of equipment.

The tour was kindly hosted by Leith McFadden and Clare Bodmin from the New Zealand-owned company, 
Playground People Ltd, which manufactures and imports playground equipment and with whom Boffa Miskell has 
developed a sound working relationship. 

The tour included a range of playgrounds that the Playground People have been involved with, including the 
recently opened destination playground in Avalon Park in the Hutt Valley; a playground at Oriental Bay in 
Wellington; and the award-winning Waitangirua Community Park in Porirua. Also visiting the new nature trail being 
developed on Mount Victoria;

‘There are many factors involved in designing for play, with which we need to 
keep up to date” Sarah says, “As well as understanding child development, 
there are technical considerations of materials and equipment, safety 
considerations and the look and feel of the space which, above all, as the 
Playground People emphasise, should be fun.”

The Boffa Miskell team made the most of the opportunity to learn from the examples they visited – to analyse 
implemented designs, to assess the performance of built structures over time; to review different types of 
equipment; and observe whether planting was sufficiently robust. 

Even small details were examined, such as the condition of surface finishes and flexible materials in differing 
environments. For instance, at Mount Victoria the use of existing site materials was an interesting feature while 
at Oriental Bay, a pyramid-shaped ‘space net’ made of ropes (the first to be installed in New Zealand by the 
Playground People) has proved durable in the tough shoreline environment; only now, fourteen years later, 
receiving its first maintenance. 

At the bigger scale, the team considered the bespoke Corocord helix that extends the length of the linear Avalon 
Park, to be an interesting and well-fitting element. 

Landscape architect Aynsley Cisaria found the tour to be extremely useful. “It was great to talk and exchange 
ideas. Even whilst travelling from one site to another offered a unique opportunity for knowledge sharing and 
capacity building. It was so useful to critique and analyse playgrounds, and, of course, to test out the equipment!” 

Boffa Miskell is involved in many play space design projects in parks, inner city settings, preschool and school 
grounds, ranging from renewal of existing playgrounds to the design of pocket, neighbourhood and large 
destination playgrounds, such as that at Anderson Park in Napier, which is currently being designed. By coming 
together as a company-wide group our ‘Play Team’ feel well-placed to continue the dialogue they have now started 
– testing and debating ideas collaboratively to ensure high quality designs for future play spaces. 

Boffa Miskell thanks the Playground People Ltd for the opportunity they gave us and their outstanding hosting on 
the day.

For further information please contact Sarah Collins.
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PROJECT UPDATE: 
Sunny Heights Subdivision Promotional Video
Sunny Heights is a development in Orewa providing 570 dwellings designed by Beca and Boffa Miskell for 
Changda NZ International in collaboration with Auckland Council. Watch the video > 

Cont next page >

NEWS: 
Kāpiti Expressway nears completion
The opening of the M2PP Expressway in early 2017 will mark the fruition of a major infrastructure project 
on which a multi-disciplinary Boffa Miskell team has worked for seven years. 
The opening of the M2PP Expressway in early 2017 will mark the fruition of a major infrastructure project on which 
a multi-disciplinary Boffa Miskell team has worked for seven years. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DVP1e4xi0ntE%26feature%3Dyoutu.be
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Since 2009, Boffa Miskell has been involved with the early scoping and feasibility stages; the planning and consent 
process; the conceptual through to detailed design; and the construction phase. We will also be involved in post-
construction monitoring. Our planning, landscape architecture, ecology, urban design and cultural advisory team 
has provided professional services to the project as a partner in the original pre-consent project Alliance and, since 
2012, as a consultant to the M2PP Alliance comprising Beca, Fletcher Construction, Higgins Group and the NZTA.

The 16-kilometre, 4-lane expressway will connect MacKays Crossing to Peka Peka on the Kāpiti Coast, as part 
of the Wellington Corridor upgrade of State High 1, which has been prioritised by the Government as a ‘Road of 
National Significance’. 

Since construction began in 2013, our landscape architects and ecologists have been working closely with the 
Alliance team on what has been a massive logistical exercise. Our ecologists, for instance, have needed to work 
progressively in advance of the construction to monitor and protect fauna and flora; rescuing and relocating fish 
where necessary and then following up with our landscape architects to restore and create native habitats after 
construction as part of project mitigation. Our landscape architects have also been involved in the detailed design 
and specification of the extensive new walkway/cycleway/bridleway that parallels the expressway and the planting 
of what will become a new green belt along the length of the expressway. 

“Through our long involvement, we’ve brought continuity to our parts of the 
project and developed strong working relationships with the Alliance. It’s very 
exciting to be at this final stage,” says Bron Faulkner, Boffa Miskell’s M2PP 
design team leader. 




