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Ngā mihi mahana o te Kirihimete me te Tau Hou
A warm season’s greetings for Christmas and the New Year
We wish you all a safe and happy holiday season and look forward to working with you in the 
New Year.
Our offices in Auckland, Tauranga, Wellington, Hamilton, Christchurch and Queenstown will be 
closed from midday Friday 22nd December 2017 and will re-open on Monday 8th January 2018.
Please enjoy our final news stories for the year.

PARTNER:
A partnership for protection
Boffa Miskell joins iwi, private business and the Department of Conservation to protect at-risk shorebirds. 

Bike to the Future
Boffa Miskell has joined a partnership between the Department of Conservation, Te Arai and Mangawhai 
Shorebirds Trust and Te Uri o Hau Settlement Trust to work together to help protect the critically endangered Tara 
iti or Fairy Tern at Mangawhai north of Auckland. A Memorandum of Understanding was signed by all parties in 
early December.

The Te Arai and Mangawhai Shorebirds Trust was established in 2014 by the owners of the Tara Iti golf course at 
Te Arai to provide financial, technical and research resourcing to organisations and volunteers committed to the 
preservation and conservation of Fairy Terns and other at-risk shorebirds. Boffa Miskell has been working with the 
Te Arai and Mangawhai Shorebirds Trust since its inception. 
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Boffa Miskell planners and ecologists prepared various resource consents associated with the golf course, created 
a range of management plans to ensure the environmental benefits are delivered, and our ecology team led by 
Leigh Bull has an ongoing role monitoring the shorebird populations. 

“All four parties in this MoU have been working together for years,” said Auckland-based planner Peter Hall. “This 
expands the scope of what we’re doing to protect the fairy tern and other birds in the area.”

Sue Reed-Thomas, the DoC operations director for the northern North Island, said, “We’re bringing together the 
Department of Conservation and the Shorebirds Trust with iwi and private business and this underpins the work 
done by many dedicated locals and community groups in the past at Mangawhai and Te Arai.”

“These are long and effective relationships,” said Russell Kemp, Chair for Te Uri o Hau. “This MoU formalises and 
strengthens them, and provides a framework for moving forward.”

Future projects under this initiative will support the recommendations of the Department of Conservation’s 
Biodiversity Group which has provided scientific advice for the recovery plan for the Fairy Tern.

The Fairy Tern is the most threatened of New Zealand’s endemic birds. A small population of around forty birds 
survives between Whangarei in the north and Auckland to the south, with fewer than a dozen breeding pairs. The 
first chick of this year’s season was hatched two weeks ago

“It is fantastic to see the efforts of the team recognised by the property industry in this way and it is exciting to 
see the vision for the project being realised on the ground. Greenhill Park will no doubt contribute positively to 
improving the quality of housing in the region and provide a broader range of housing choices for the community.” 

PROTECT: 
Counting Archey’s Frogs in the Coromandel
Boffa Miskell ecologists have been working with our client OceanaGold to identify and protect native plants 
and animals at several proposed exploration sites in the Parakiwai Valley in Coromandel Forest Park.   
Work within Coromandel Forest Park is governed by an Access Arrangement between the Department of 
Conservation and OceanaGold that requires surveys for native plants, lizards, bats, invertebrates and frogs. The 
results of the surveys are used to inform whether the site can be used as a location for a drill site, campsite or 
pump site. 

Boffa Miskell ecologists have been carrying out ecological surveys within the Access Arrangement area since 
February 2017. 

The Coromandel Peninsula is one of two areas with naturally occurring Archey’s frog populations, the other being 
Whareorino Forest in King Country. Archey’s frogs are classified as ‘Nationally Vulnerable’ with between 5,000 – 
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20,000 mature individuals and a decreasing population trend of 30-70%. 

Protecting Archey’s frogs within the Access Arrangement area is of critical importance to Boffa Miskell and 
OceanaGold. To achieve this, frog surveys are undertaken over a minimum of three nights in suitable conditions 
where all potential habitats within a 20 x 20 m survey area are searched by hand. Each frog observed is 
photographed, measured and its GPS location recorded. 

The primary protection measure for Archey’s frogs is a 6m (radius) buffer that is established around each frog 
where no vegetation clearance is permitted. The frog buffer was determined in consultation with DOC and 
University of Victoria specialists and is based on previous studies that found that Archey’s frogs typically don’t move 
far, averaging 4.1 cm/night but with a maximum recorded movement of 10.6 cm. 

If more than four Archey’s frogs are recorded within a site, the site will not be used.

Sites identified as safe to use are fenced after the survey is carried out to prevent frogs from moving back in, and 
vegetation clearance and ground layer habitat removal is carried out by hand as soon as possible.

Between February and May 2017, a total of 56 Archey’s frogs were recorded at 13 sites and an additional seven 
frogs were recorded on the tracks between sites.

Three sites were excluded from further use based on the number of frogs recorded. No frogs have been recorded 
during site clearance and no frogs had to be moved.

REGISTERED: 
Six of our consultants have joined the ranks of NZILA-Registered Landscape Architects
Thomas Keal (Tauranga), Megan Walker (Christchurch), Benjamin Loh, Hanna O’Donoghue, Meg Kane 
and Tom Lines (Auckland) all passed the New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects examination in 
November. 
Thomas Keal completed the Bachelor of Landscape Architecture (Hons) degree at Unitec, Auckland where he won 
the Field LA award for innovation in a design project, and the Boffa Miskell CAD award, for innovation in digital 
technology. Thomas was involved in the conceptual design and management of many significant residential and 
commercial projects, and has continued with similar projects since joining Boffa Miskell in 2016. 

Megan Walker joined Boffa Miskell in 2013 after completing a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture (Hons) from 
Lincoln University. She is skilled across a wide range of CAD, 3D modelling and post-production packages. Megan 
has been part of several significant projects as part of the Christchurch central city earthquake recovery, including 
the Metro Sports Facility. 
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Benjamin Loh received his Master of Landscape Architecture at Lincoln University in 2005. Since then he has 
worked in Christchurch, Malaysia, Singapore and Shanghai before returning to New Zealand. Benjamin joined 
Boffa Miskell in 2015 and has been involved in a wide range of projects from concept masterplanning to detailed 
design of a heritage site.

Hanna O’Donoghue joined Boffa Miskell in 2015 after two years working as a Landscape Architect in London. 
Her expertise is in complex infrastructure and streetscape projects within the urban realm. Hanna received her 
Bachelor of Landscape Architecture (Hons) from Victoria University of Wellington.

Meg Kane joined Boffa Miskell in 2016, after running her own practice. Her work can be seen at the Soto 
Apartments in Meadowbank, and she’s also part of the Boffa Miskell team working on the Cornwall Park 100 Year 
Masterplan. Meg received both her Bachelor of Landscape Architecture (Hons) and her diploma in Landscape 
Design from Unitec, Auckland.

Tom Lines received his Bachelor in Landscape Architecture from Unitec, Auckland. He is currently working on a 
number of projects including Te Arai development. Prior to joining Boffa Miskell in 2016, Tom worked in the UK, 
Middle East and Asia among interdisciplinary design teams.

To become a Registered Landscape Architect, a consultant will have successfully completed an accredited degree 
in landscape architecture (either in New Zealand or abroad), completed a mandatory 96-week practical experience 
as a landscape architect and passed the Institute’s professional practice exam. Registered landscape architects 
are also required to complete an annual Continuing Professional Development Programme.

COMMUNITY: 
Sculpture in the Gardens is now open
Boffa Miskell continues its association with the Auckland Botanical Gardens’ exhibition ‘Sculpture in the 
Gardens’, which opened for the 2017/18 season in November.
The biennial Sculpture in the Gardens event has grown in size and popularity since the inaugural exhibition of 2007 
– 2008. Hundreds of thousands of visitors travel to Manurewa, south of Auckland, each year to view the permanent 
collection and the temporary works.

Rachel de Lambert joined the curatorial team for the 2011 – 2012 event, and has remained on the committee. This 
year, the team – which also includes Linda Tyler and Terry Urbahn – selected twenty works by New Zealand artists. 
An indoor exhibition, curated by sculptor Richard Mathieson, runs concurrently in the Huakaiwaka Visitor Centre.

For the participating artists, the event’s three-month time frame – much longer than typical outdoor exhibitions – 
offers the opportunity for a larger number of people to view their works. But there are challenges, too.
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“Because the exhibition runs in the Botanic Gardens for three months, a key consideration is the ability of the 
work to withstand the elements and rigours of a public park location for this length of time,” Rachel explained. 
“Increasingly, Health and Safety considerations also come into play. This year the show has been supported by four 
great structural engineering practices who also gave their time pro bono for the show – Aireys, Envivo, Beca and 
Peter Boardman.”

Among this year’s collection, Cambodian-born artist Lang Ea’s Pop! Boom! Bang! is a gigantic red pompom placed 
in the middle of an open space, and Lucy Bucknall’s Howling Together is an oversized bronze dog, covered in 
splashes of bright paint.

Lucy Bucknall won the McConnell Family Supreme Award in 2011-2012 for her Big Man sculpture. This year’s 
winner is Louise Purvis, for Gravid.

Louise collaborated with Boffa Miskell on a massive work called Estuarine as part of the Launch Road project at 
Hobsonville Point. Estuarine was a series of long, tubular steel baskets, filled with red scoria, that wound over and 
on a retaining wall.

Gravid is also part of Louise’s “Cage Series” but in this work long tubes of steel baskets are filled with split logs, 
and form separate elements that wind along, and rise above, the ground.

“It’s one of my favourites, and well-deserving of this year’s award,” says Rachel. 

Sculpture in the Garden is open from 8am till 4:30 weekdays, and 8am till 5pm weekends. The event closes 25 
February 2018.

DISCUSSION: 
Enduring Gifts, Visionary Landscapes 
Thomas Woltz lectured on the future of public parks and the legacy of private philanthropy during a visit to 
Auckland in November.
“The land holds our stories and it holds our bones.”

As lead landscape architect on the Cornwall Park 100 Year Master Plan, for which Boffa Miskell are design 
partners, noted landscape architect Thomas Woltz presented a well-attended lecture at the Auckland Museum.

Thomas began by explaining his design process – which begins with extensive historical and cultural research. 
“The first step is to listen to the ecology and the culture of the landscape. The energy of the site will inspire the 
design.”

Thomas used three of the firm’s current projects to explain this philosophy, and illustrate the role of private 
philanthropy in building public greenspace.
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Memorial Park in Houston, Texas (USA) is an urban park twice the size of New York’s Central Park. Since being 
gifted to the city nearly 100 years ago, land has been damaged by hurricanes, drought, invasive non-native 
species, and infrastructure development - including multi-lane freeways - through and around the space.

Research into the land’s ecological past and historic timeline informed the long-range master plan, and placed 
ecological resilience and cultural perspective on equal footing.

“The challenge is to balance the restoration of native plants and ecologies, while considering the extensive and 
emotional history of this place, yet also servicing the needs of contemporary urban life,” Thomas said.

A second project, the Aga Khan Garden near Edmonton, Alberta (Canada) is currently under construction. Thomas 
says this garden presented an unusual opportunity.

“It’s not often a landscape architect gets the chance to design a large public park, and to work very closely with the 
benefactor – in this case, the Aga Khan. It’s not like the late 18 – early 1900s when public gifting on this scale was 
a more common occurrence.”

However, translating the traditional Mughal style garden into a near-Arctic climate is not without challenges. While 
summer temperatures in the city can exceed 30 degrees Celsius, they fall below -20 Celsius in the winter. An active 
wetland on the site made it necessary to manage excess water.

Woltz adapted irrigation mechanisms he had seen in Mughal gardens, and merging native plantings with Islamic 
design motifs will provide interest across all four seasons. A seed bank for the regeneration of native plants to help 
remediate wetlands affected by the development of Alberta’s oil sands — a major threat to the local ecology. 

For the Cornwall Park 100 Year Master Plan – a project which was awarded the 2017 NZILA Award for Strategic 
Landscape Planning & Environmental Studies – Thomas said it was important to “ …understand and balance the 
Maori and European stories. Both have a place here.”

Ecology plays a key role in this project, as the park’s volcanic geology and working farm provide habitat for native 
species including the copper skink and a diverse range of lichen.

Thomas says that creating a framework for Cornwall Park’s next century allows “… audacious thinking and careful 
implementation.” 

“A hundred-year plan is essentially a document of dreams,” he explained.

Faced with cuts to spending on local, regional and national levels, many of these large urban parks, which once 
were maintained out of public funds, need to find new ways to operate. Thomas said this is particularly true in the 
United States.


