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Boffa Miskell Update 
December 2018 |  Merry Christmas and best wishes for the festive season

Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

PERSPECTIVE: 2018 IN REVIEW
Thinking about how we want to live and the ways we move around; shaping the future, while preserving 
the best of the past. Creating better places for people has been one of the overarching themes of the past 
year.
In Auckland, the council approval of the City Centre Master Plan has put the role of urban designers and architects 
squarely in the spotlight, and with the Americas Cup in 2021 looming, there’s an urgency that hasn’t been seen 
since 2011 when hosting the Rugby World Cup provided a similar impetus.

Back then, the first stage of Wynyard Quarter came on stream; along with shared spaces, like Elliot and Darby 
Streets and Fort Street, later followed by Federal Street at Sky City and O’Connell Street.

Just as those places are now so much a part of the City Centre, it’s hard to remember what things looked like 
before, a new tranche of projects – underway and working toward the 2021 deadline – are set to transform the city 
again.

Two of these projects – construction of the City Rail Link and Commercial Bay – have already caused tremendous 
disruption to vehicular traffic in the city, and one consequence is the rapid pedestrianisation of downtown. The 
lower block of Queen Street became impassable to cars, and a no-cars zone – an idea that had been debated for 
years – quickly became a reality.

Cont next page >

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=elliott-and-darby-street-upgrade
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=elliott-and-darby-street-upgrade
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?f=v&v=fort-street-area
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?f=v&v=federal-street-and-sky-tower-plaza-redevelopment
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=oconnell-street-upgrade
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It’s doubtful we’ll see the return of cars to that block. In fact, there’s a clear mandate to expand pedestrian-only 
streets throughout the City Centre and beyond as the advantages of encouraging foot traffic are clear

Quantifying the benefits of increased walkability has long been a challenge, but The Business Case for Walking 
demonstrates that environments that facilitate walking (and other forms of active transport) and provide public 
amenities have a positive economic impact. Consequently, we’re seeing more ‘tactical urbanism’ – quick, low-
cost, street-level interventions that are experimental and exciting. From pop-up stores to polka-dotted streets, 
these imaginative small-scale projects start conversations and provide insight on potential results of larger, more 
permanent changes.

Along with the steady, rapid growth of population, there’s been commensurate increase in active (read: non-
vehicular) modes of transport.

And although cycleways have been in the headlines, they are often just one (highly visible) element in a wider 
project involving upgrading streetscapes, and these changes are happening in suburban neighbourhoods and 
smaller towns across the country.

Revitalising much-loved community centres, and setting a plan for future development often beings with reflecting 
on the unique character of each place, the natural setting and history of the people who live there. Our landscape 
planners have worked with regions and districts across the country to help them evaluate the tangible and aesthetic 
qualities that they value most. Finding a way to measure the quantifiable with the qualitative, on equal footing, has 
long been a challenge. The Waikato District Landscape study was a milestone on this journey, as it moved beyond 
interpreting the iwi korero – instead, the Iwi Reference Group were fully co-authors of the study.

The importance and enduring value of expressing the Mana whenua and European narratives together has been 
an on-going mandate for the post-quake restoration of Christchurch and is particularly evident in the restoration of 
Victoria Square, and in the renaming of Te Ana Marina.

Going forward in the new year, Boffa Miskell will be guided by our company values of Whanau/Family, Whakapono/
Trust, Kairangi/Excellence, Ngakaunui/Passion and Nga Tuhono/Partnerships as we continue to create imaginative, 
robust and holistic spaces that enhance the life of the people who use them.

REGISTERED: OUR NEWLY REGISTERED NZILA MEMBERS
The New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects (NZILA) has announced those graduate members 
who successfully passed the 2018 NZILA Registration interview and are now Registered Members of the 
Institute.
Boffa Miskell was well represented in this year’s group, with four of the twelve new registered members.

Congratulations to Alex Smith (Auckland), Amanda Anthony (Christchurch), Blair Clinch (Tauranga) and Hilary 
Blackburn (Christchurch).

Alex Smith joined Boffa Miskell as a Landscape Architect intern  in 2013, shortly before graduating from Unitec 
Institute of Technology with a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture (Hons). Since joining Boffa Miskell, Alex has 
worked on a variety of projects including Federal Street (2013-2014) and O’Connell Street (2013) preparing 
diagrams for master planning exercises, graphics for concept designs and detailed design drawings. 

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=the-business-case-for-walking-wins-2018-golden-foot-award
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=federal-street-gets-an-almost-instant-makeover
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=changing-our-city-streets-reframing-the-debate
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=small-town-forums-sharing-ideas-and-finding-solutions
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=whitianga-town-centre-upgrade-stage-one-albert-street
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=new-plymouth-district-plan-review
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=finding-solutions-through-consultation-the-hurunui-district-plan
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=opinion-can-cultural-attributes-help-guide-us-as-we-restore-degraded-waterways-back-to-health
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=waikato-district-landscape-study
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=victoria-square-restoration
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=te-ana-marina-honouring-the-past-moving-to-the-future
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=generations-te-pio-kawe-and-rangitahi-kawe
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/about-us/awards.php
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=opening-blessing-for-wairakei-stream
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=oconnell-street-upgrade
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Alex is currently involved with Long Bay Development (2015 – ongoing) and City Rail Link Enabling Works Public 
Realm, (2015 – ongoing).

Amanda Anthony is originally from New Orleans, and earned her Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree 
at Louisiana State University. Amanda has project experience at differing scales with councils, government, iwi, 
individuals and private developers. Currently, she works between the urban design and landscape planning teams 
in the Christchurch office. She was part of a multi-disciplinary team working alongside the Dunedin City Council 
Urban Design team to prepare a street and open space design guide as part of the implementation of the Central 
City Plan (2017), and assisted in writing both the Rural Character Assessment and District Landscape Study for the 
Selwyn District Council (2017).

Blair Clinch earned his Bachelor of Landscape Architecture from Unitec, and began working at the Boffa Miskell 
Tauranga office in June 2014. He has been involved in a multitude of jobs within landscape design and landscape 
planning, as well as assisting in projects alongside Boffa Miskell planning staff. Most recently, Blair’s design work 
on the Coast Papamoa ‘Beaches’ project was a contributing factor to the project’s success at a number of awards 
this year, including the Property Industry Awards.

Hilary Blackburn graduated from Lincoln University with a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture (Hons), and acquired 
a strong grounding of practical experience during her Horticultural Apprenticeship in the Parks and Reserves 
of Nelson City and four years working in landscape maintenance and implementation in Australia and France. 
She joined Boffa Miskell’s Christchurch office in 2016, and has contributed her passion for horticulture to several 
high-profile projects, including Te Ana Marina and Waterfront (2016 – present), Victoria Square (2015 – 2018) and 
Waterloo Business Park (2016 – present) which won the Resene Urban Design Award at the 2018 Property Council 
New Zealand Southern Excellence Awards.

To become a Registered Landscape Architect, a consultant will have successfully completed an accredited degree 
in landscape architecture (either in New Zealand or abroad), completed a mandatory 96-week practical experience 
as a landscape architect and passed the Institute’s professional practice exam. Registered landscape architects 
are also required to complete an annual Continuing Professional Development Programme.

PROJECT UPDATE: DOLOMITE POINT, WEST COAST
Dolomite Point, Punakaiki is located along the southern stretch of the Great Coast Road between Westport 
and Greymouth on the West Coast of the South Island ...
and is nestled within the stunning broadleaf and nikau coastal forest and the magnificent limestone landscape of 
the Paparoa National Park.

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=long-bay-urban-transformation-continues
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=coast-papamoa-beach-beaches
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=te-ana-waterfront-development-lyttelton
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=victoria-square-is-restored-and-open-to-the-public
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=waterloo-park-recognised-for-urban-design-excellence
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Through meaningful collaboration with tangata whenua and other stakeholders, the Dolomite Point Redevelopment 
Project (DPRP) seeks to create an authentic and compelling visitor experience at Dolomite Point as the key 
gateway to the Pancake Rocks and the Paparoa National Park, whilst providing opportunities for economic growth 
of the West Coast region.

Three key objectives underpin the project: securing and and future-proofing the infrastructure and visitor facilities at 
Dolomite Point in accordance with best-practice; deepening natural heritage visitor immersion by considering and 
celebrating the natural environment in all redevelopment plans; and establishing a compelling cultural footprint and 
story-telling platform.

In addition, a series of landscape and built form objectives will ensure that redevelopment has regard to the natural 
environment. These are: integrating the development within the natural setting and avoiding sprawl; minimising the 
footprint and bulk of the redevelopment within the highly valued natural environment (including areas of significant 
vegetation); actively seeking ways in which the redevelopment can respond to, reflect and showcase the highly 
dynamic and natural coastal setting, including thorough forms and materials; and ensuring that the height of any 
building or structure does not dominate.

Aligning with the project vision and landscape and built form objectives, a broad scale concept masterplan has 
been developed to create a cohesive and comprehensive site design for the visitor centre. The development 
concentrates on locating proposed key features on existing cleared land where possible to avoid the need for 
further degradation of the native forest and nikau trees and arranging walkways and boardwalks around the doline 
(sinkhole) karst features.

Existing car park areas have been expanded at either end of the development acting as bookmarks, with the 
proposed Visitor Centre as the jewel in the middle. This new tourist facility will be an iconic building with forms and 
materials derived from the surrounding landscape.

The building will provide a space to share a range of stories, including local Maori creation stories, information on 
the limestone karst landscape unique to the area, and reference the Great Coast Road Journey.

New walkways and boardwalks, as well as a new road underpass, will provide safe access to existing features 
(notably the Pancake Rocks) and new attractions, such as the proposed viewing platform/ lookout located up the 
hill at the rear of the development.

Key features of the concept masterplan and imagery include:

• Built features – Visitor Centre, toilet block, pedestrian shelters, and car parking.

• Pedestrian connections – Promenade, road underpass, walkways and boardwalks.

• Public spaces – Courtyard, picnic lawn and viewing platform/lookout.

The project is strategically aligned with the Provincial Growth Fund (PGF) imperative to enhance economic 
opportunities and employment, enable and facilitate potential of Maori, encourage social interaction and foster 
community resilience.

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=provincial-growth-funding-for-dolomite-point-redevelopment
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GENERATIONS: RANGITAHI KAWE & TE PIO KAWE
Two generations at Boffa MIskell.
The dictionary defines a generation as “the period during which children are born and grow up, become adults”. In 
kinship terminology, it designates the parent-child relationship; and as a verb, ‘generation’ is also known as bio-
genesis: “life-beginning”.

These meanings resonate with the story of Te Pio Kawe (Kaiarataki – Te Hīhiri / Strategic advisor), his son 
Rangitahi Kawe (landscape architect), and the evolution of the Te Hīhiri discipline at Boffa Miskell.

Te Pio was contracted to Boffa Miskell’s Tauranga office in 2002 to work on the 50 Year Western Bay of Plenty 
Sub-Regional Growth Strategy, more commonly called “SmartGrowth”; and became a permanent member of staff 
in 2003.

He came with a wide range of skills and experience in working on whānau and hapū development projects, 
specialising in Māori community housing (papakāinga) and hapū management plans.

“It was a time of new beginnings,” Te Pio recalls.  “Particularly in relation to the Resource Management area, there 
was a lot going on: the kaupapa around preparing iwi and hapū management plans, and the process of going from 
consultation to what we now call engagement.”

The desire to facilitate deeper relationships with mana whenua became an increasing component of Boffa Miskell’s 
project work in planning, ecology, and design; and more consultants with expertise in mana whenua engagement 
and mātauranga Māori joined the staff.

“We began to think this should be something more than just cultural advisory,” says Te Pio. “We had a hui in 
Whakatāne and that’s where Te Hīhiri was born.

“The name comes from the whakatauākī or kōrero that describes the eight stages of growth and development. Te 
Hīhiri is the third stage: once a seed has been planted, it is nurtured and grows.  Te Hīhiri expresses the energy 
required to break through the earth into ao mārama – the physical world.”

This year Te Pio’s son, Rangitahi, joined Boffa Miskell as a graduate landscape architect.

Rangitahi says his career path started “…when I was young. My nan had me working in the garden; and over the 
years I had a growing passion for the environment. At school I got into graphic design and technical drawing, and 
that’s where my interest in the architectural side of the profession began.”

At university, Rangitahi began to consciously incorporate a Māori perspective into his work and his writing.

“Some of my inspiration came from memories with my dad – going fishing or diving with the uncles – and I wanted 
to use those experiences in my designs. For example, how being welcomed by a pōwhiri can be translated into 
moving through a public space.”
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Rangitahi completed his master’s in landscape architecture from Victoria University of Wellington in 2014. For his 
thesis he examined Pā sites and identified that having a strong understanding of tikanga Māori and landscape 
architecture can re-ignite pride of place for Māori and their historic lands.

Rangitahi says, “When I joined, I really felt the aroha and the manaaki around the company. It’s a passion for all the 
designers here – Māori and non-Māori. Everyone has the desire to infuse their work with influences from the people 
and the land.”

“From the beginning of Te Hīhiri, the affinity with our ecologists and our planners and our landscape architects has 
demonstrated that we all have common values,” says Te Pio.

“Everybody wants to swim in clear water and breathe clean air. Everybody wants to feel welcomed when they 
arrive in a place. Those values are held by everyone, no matter where they’ve come from. The kaitiakitanga that is 
practiced by us all.

“What we have sought to do with Te Hīhiri is nurture awareness of the energy, the culture, and the creativity we 
have right here. When we draw on what is home-grown, it gives a sense of belonging to this place and telling the 
stories of this place. And that’s the challenge for our young minds – and old minds, too: working collectively to find 
new ways of expressing those values.”


