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Boffa Miskell Update
February 2016

Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

PROJECT UPDATE:
St Margaret’s College Campus Redevelopment
The Christchurch earthquakes five years ago presented an opportunity for St Margaret’s College to 
develop a campus environment which supports the school’s vision to strive for excellence in all that they 
do.  
 
After the damage caused by the earthquake, the school decided to make the best of the situation and use the 
opportunity to reshape the entire campus environment to meet the needs of the students and support innovative 
learning. The challenge in this project was keeping the school operating during the redevelopment process.

Boffa Miskell, in partnership with Athfield Architects, developed the master plan for the school. The school believes 
that learning is not confined to the classroom, so the masterplan provides a range of external and internal spaces 
designed to encourage interaction between staff and students, support youthful creativity and provide opportunities 
for learning.

The campus has been developed around ‘a necklace of outdoor rooms’. The layout of the site has been 
innovatively considered to ensure that way-finding is natural, instinctive and without a need for signage. A central 
spine runs down the axis of the site with a large gathering square in the centre, known as the Winchester Precinct. 
This area was made the highlight of the redevelopment; providing a setting for formal events where the whole 
school can gather together. The precinct is framed by highly frequented buildings including the Music Department, 
Preforming Arts Centre, Administrative Building and the classrooms. The space features large trees, custom 
designed furniture and a central paved space. More intimate spaces were created surrounding the Winchester 
Precinct that connect the school together.
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INSIGHT:
In partnership with Lincoln Agritech Ltd, our ecologists have helped design an electronic animal detection 
and identification tool which is now in use in Northland forests.

As part of a New Zealand-based research consortium (led by Lincoln Agritech), Boffa Miskell ecologists, Dr Helen 
Blackie and Katherine Muchna, have assisted in the design and trialling of a novel digital animal detection tool 
called PAWS (Print Acquisition for Wildlife Surveillance). Cutting edge PAWS technology allows users to detect, 
identify and monitor wildlife remotely based on their unique body, footprint and weight characteristics which are 
collected by the unit. The PAWS units also take photos of interacting species and record the time and date of all 
interactions. Local field trials have been a great success, having a high animal interaction rate and accurate pest 
species identification. Users can also receive text messages informing them of each animal interaction.

These units are now being trialled by Northland Regional Council (and partners) to monitor the success of a large 
pest control operation in Warawara Forest, north of Hokianga. The initiative is being supported by the Tindall 
Foundation as well as direct funding from the Council. Warawara Forest is rated second of all Northland forests for 
biodiversity, and a ‘jewel in the crown’ of Kauri forests. The forest has deep cultural meaning for Te Rarawa, who 
especially value the wildlife there, including North Island rifleman, kiwi and forest geckos. The data collected by the 
PAWS units will be shared with interested community, Tāngata whenua and school groups.

For further information please contact Dr Helen Blackie or Katherine Muchna

Cont next page >

 
Students at St Margaret’s range from pre-school age through to high school ages. One of the challenges of the 
design was to accommodate the wide range of needs of all the students and teachers. The junior, middle and 
senior schools all have very different spatial requirements. The masterplan was developed to accommodate each 
set of requirements of the three schools, yet allowing for visibility and integration between the three schools as one 
unit.
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COMMUNITY: 
Kindergarten project impresses landscape architecture students
When planning a summer school course, ‘Designing Children’s Environments’, Sue Wake, Senior Lecturer 
at Unitec’s Department of Landscape Architecture, contacted Boffa Miskell to find an example of a well-
designed children’s environment for her students to visit.

We suggested the recently upgraded outdoor area at Sturges Road Kindergarten, the latest in a series of similar 
projects that Boffa Miskell has undertaken for the Auckland Kindergarten Association. Landscape architects, Sarah 
Collins and Larissa Moyle, who specialise in designing environments for education, have been working with the 
association for a number of years to upgrade kindergarten outdoor areas. The association’s property team and 
kindergarten head teacher, Maureen Anderson, were pleased to show the Sturges Road example to the group of 
over 25 students and lecturers who visited in December.

Maureen said they could barely believe the difference between the old and renewed outdoor area, which she 
described as “a wonderful free-flowing area.”

“The response of the community, as well as the children, has been wonderful. 
The site has a great natural feel with a large number of small, special areas 
which the children love to explore, play and learn in.”

The Waitakere Ranges provide a backdrop seen over nearby houses and Maureen says the outdoor spaces have 
been designed to develop a sense of place by reflecting the local environment. The summer school students 
summed up their reaction to the kindergarten when a group of them said, 

“We liked the preschool we saw earlier in the day. It was very appealing. It 
flows well, is robust and all the opportunities for natural play are provided 
within this playground”. 

For further information please contact Sarah Collins
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INSIGHT: 
Resource management under scrutiny
New Zealand’s resource management, urban planning and development scene is currently under scrutiny. 

Resource Legislation Amendment Bill

This Bill, which affects the Resource Management Act and a number of other Acts, had its first reading in 
Parliament in December 2015 and has been referred to a select committee. Amongst the 40 changes proposed, 
Boffa Miskell has been interested to note the proposed statutory obligation on councils to establish iwi engagement 
processes early on in plan-making, an approach that has been already happening in many places through iwi 
participation arrangements and for which our iwi advisory services are well placed to assist. Also of note, is that 
the management of significant risks from natural hazards – an area in which Boffa Miskell has had involvement for 
some years – is to become a matter of national importance under s.6, cementing the work that many councils have 
been undertaking in recent years.

Proposed National Policy Statement (NPS) on Urban Development

This prioritised project is being run jointly by the Ministry for the Environment and the Ministry for Business, 
Innovation and Employment. The main objective is to ensure regional and district policies/plans enable sufficient 
development-ready land to be made available for business and housing in order to keep pace with demand.

Preliminary ideas have already been gathered through consultation with stakeholders and iwi authorities.

Urban Planning Inquiry

Last year the Productivity Commission was briefed to look into ways of improving New Zealand’s urban planning 
system. The Commission released last December an issues paper for comment, which looks at the range of current 
legislation and processes that affect the ability to use land in urban areas. In due course, the inquiry is to provide a 
framework for assessing future planning reforms.

Resource Management System Review

Meanwhile, Local Government New Zealand has set about what it has called a ‘blue skies’ review of the resource 
management system, with a wide scope aimed at envisaging what a ‘fit for purpose’ resource management system 
might look like. A discussion document was released in December on which feedback was invited.

While it is premature to predict the outcomes, Boffa Miskell is keeping a close watch on developments and the 
potential implications for our clients.

For further information please contact Greg Vossler
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COMMUNITY: 
Giving back to the Creative Capital
Boffa Miskell is excited to be an Innovation Partner of the renowned Wellington-based New Zealand Festival 2016, 
in the year the festival celebrates its 30th anniversary.

“The sponsorship is our opportunity to give back to the city where Boffa Miskell has done business for 40 years,” 
says Wellington-based Boffa Miskell Director, Marc Baily. “We pride ourselves as a company of creativity and 
innovation and so, supporting this arts festival, with its wide range of creative and often edgy performances, is a 
perfect fit.”

The biennial New Zealand Festival is recognised for the variety and high quality of international and New Zealand-
grown performances that feature in every festival programme. It relies on sponsorship and grants to cover 40% 
of its costs, so Boffa Miskell sees sponsorship as a tangible way to give Wellingtonians and New Zealanders the 
chance to see a wide range of stimulating performances.

Our Innovation Partner sponsorship is tailored to support a show called The Woman Who Forgot on Wednesday 
2nd March to Wednesday 9th March, which will take the audience out of the theatre on a walking journey through 
downtown Wellington. Through the performance the audience will experience the city in a new way as they walk, 
piecing together the story from smartphone apps, texts, Skype calls and real performers.

“As art can often be, it is an edgy and provocative work that will be thought-provoking and quite possibly 
challenging to some,“ Marc reflects. “It will also touch on numerous things we’re interested in at Boffa Miskell, 
including the way people interact physically and socially with their urban environments. Increasingly these days, 
that is through technology.”

The New Zealand Festival runs from 26 February to 20 March. 

Photo by Storybox 
 
For further information please contact Marc Baily
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INSIGHT: 
Introducing Dave Moule, first consultant in our new Hamilton office
Boffa Miskell welcomes planner and associate principal, Dave Moule, to help front our newly established 
Hamilton office.

With some significant projects and priority clients in the area, the establishment of a permanent office in Hamilton 
fortifies our commitment to working in the region. Working alongside Boffa Miskell Planning Partners, Craig 
Batchelar and Peter Hall, Dave sees this as an opportunity to better serve clients in the Waikato and surrounding 
regions by being on hand to keep up with local events and issues, and be more proactive, responsive and readily 
available.

Dave brings to his new role extensive experience in the regulatory environment, gained through his fifteen years’ 
experience as a planner in local government and private sector roles throughout the North Island. He has an 
in-depth understanding of the Resource Management Act and other legislative tools and political processes that 
influence the way in which resources are managed, used and developed. This has led to an excellent working 
knowledge of the key issues and challenges that landowners and consent authorities face on a day to day basis.

After spending the last four years as a planning consultant in Auckland, Dave looks forward to the new career 
challenge his move to the Waikato region will bring, as well as trying his hand at country living.

“The opportunity to be part of the establishment of a new office with a highly regarded consultancy such as Boffa 
Miskell does not come around very often, so I am really excited to be part of it. The change of scene is refreshing 
and I am looking forward to meeting new people in the industry and contributing to development projects that will 
help shape the future of Hamilton and the Waikato region.”

Boffa Miskell looks forward to strengthening relationships with our clients in the Hamilton area. 
 
For further information please contact Dave Moule


