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Welcome to the first monthly edition of our 2019 Boffa Miskell Update.
Through the monthly newsletter we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

PROJECT UPDATE: Innovative Accommodation for Mid Dome BioSecurity Contractors
Portable accommodation built from a repurposed 26,000 litre plastic water tank is the latest innovation in 
the fight against wilding pines in Southland’s vulnerable high country.
A ‘Turk’ – a self-contained shelter – was helicoptered into place on Mid Dome in early January, and will serve as on-
site accomodation for contractors working in the remote Northern Southland region. These contractors undertake 
aerial spraying and ground clearance of pinus contorta, a highly vigorous invasive conifer species which threatens 
landscape values, biodiversity and farming productivity.

The work is carried out under the supervision of ecology and biosecurity consultancy Boffa Miskell, which has been 
working with the Mid Dome Wilding Trees Charitable Trust since mid-2014. Trust chair Ali Timms says this new 
strategy will make an immediate impact.

“Bringing the Turk on-site is a fantastic initiative by Boffa Miskell,” says Ali Timms. “Purchasing the Turk was a 
significant capital investment for the Trust, but we’re confident it’s going to make a big difference both in terms of 
efficiency, and in the well-being of the hard-working people on the ground.”

Mid Dome’s remote location meant that biosecurity contractors typically had to travel up to three hours, by vehicle 
and foot, at the start and finish of each workday. Programme Manager Marcus Girvan of Boffa Miskell says finding 
a solution was a priority.

“Clearing these remote areas is tough work; when you add in that amount of travel time – and this isn’t easy driving 
on well-used roads – the potential level of fatigue was a health and safety concern. The contractors were very keen 

Cont next page >



Boffa Miskell Update 
January 2019

02

Auckland │Hamilton │Tauranga │Wellington │Christchurch │Queenstown | Dunedin        www.boffamiskell.co.nz

Cont next page >

to stay on-site, so we needed to find a way to make that happen.”

The Turk was designed by Arrowtown adventurer Erik Bradshaw, who personally oversaw the installation of the 
Turk at Mid Dome as he did with three others in Antarctica in 2018. It’s very light for its size, and easily moved by 
helicopter. The plastic walls are flexible but strong, and capable of withstanding winds greater than 200kmh.

Once in place, the Turk is levelled, and ballasted at the bottom to insure stability. Low-cost, quick-to-assemble and 
highly effective – this one is able to sleep four – it was the ideal solution for the Mid Dome Trust.

“As of this week, we’ll have a team on-site in the Turk. They’ll stay nine nights at a stretch and then have four days 
off,” says Marcus. “We’ve piped in water from a nearby stream, and there’s a solar panel to charge phones and 
other devices. We’ll make adjustments and add other amenities over the coming months, as we settle into this new 
way of working. We’re pretty excited about it.”

The Mid Dome Wilding Trees Charitable Trust governs the activities of the Mid Dome Wilding Trees Control 
Programme, which aims to eradicate wilding pines from Mid Dome and surrounding land. Lodgepole pines (pinus 
contorta) were planted on 250ha of Mid Dome between the 1950s and 1980s for erosion control, and have since 
spread to threaten over 100,000 hectares.

Boffa Miskell manages the Mid Dome Wilding Trees Control Programme on behalf of the Trust; and works with 
stakeholders including local Iwi and landowners, LINZ, DOC, Environment Southland and MPI.

PERSPECTIVE: A child’s-eye view of the street
More children live in central Auckland than ever before. If the city is an urban child’s backyard, what should 
that city provide?
In Auckland’s City Centre, High Street is the as-yet-unimproved alternative to broad and bustling Queen Street, one 
block to the west.

Queen Street is still reaping the benefits of wider footpaths from the upgrade twelve years ago that catalysed the 
arrival of the requisite retailers and big-name designers that cater to the cruise ship crowds.

The squeeze-to-get-past pavements of High Street are a real contrast — lined with coffee shops and cafes, curated 
clothing boutiques, and destination stores like Unity Books, Crane Brothers suiting and The Jeweller’s Workshop 
but with barely room to move between the rows of parked cars and the shopfronts built hard to the street.

Fort Street, Freyberg Square and Vulcan Lane, three of Auckland’s lauded pedestrian-priority streetscapes are 
adjacent to High Street; and the difference between these spaces — in terms of accessibility and pedestrian-
friendly amenities — inspired urban designer Stuart Houghton.

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=fort-street-area
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=public-realm-design-adds-value
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=stuart-houghton
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“More children live in the city centre than ever before,” Stuart says. “But most city streets are still very hostile to 
children and to the elderly. There are few, if any, spaces to sit and rest; the pavements are narrow and crowded; 
and parked and passing cars impede free and safe movement.

“And while it’s easy to agree that we need to design spaces that welcome people of all ages and abilities, it’s 
only when you see what a crowded street looks like from child’s eye-level that you fully understand what they 
experience.”

To illustrate this, Stuart and visualisation specialist Rob Gordon created a series of short videos. Filmed on High 
Street, right after Auckland’s annual Santa Parade in November, these unscripted videos follow two children 
through the crowded pavements.

The kids try to navigate the sidewalk, look for a spot to tie an undone shoelace, and find that access to the water 
feature at Freyberg Square is blocked by parked and passing cars.

It’s clear that the vehicles-first design of High Street thwarts them at every turn.

“We also show the kids’ transition from High Street to pedestrianised Vulcan Lane, and later, enjoying Saint 
Patrick’s Square,” says Stuart. “Nothing was pre-planned — as far as the kids were concerned, we were just 
taking a walk through the city — but once we move into those pedestrian-friendly spaces, their immediate reaction 
illustates the point. They relax, they start exploring and interacting with what’s around them.”

Stuart posted the videos on Boffa Miskell’s social media channels in support of an evening pedestrianisation of 
High Street in late December.

You can view the videos on out You Tube Channel

For further information please contact Stuart Houghton or Robert Gordon

RECOGNITION: Steve Dunn honoured for 40 Years at Boffa Mskell
Landscape architect Steve Dunn has been recognised for 40 years at Boffa Miskell. As the company’s 
longest-serving employee and a member of the Wellington office, Steve provides a wealth of knowledge 
and expertise to projects of all scales – from residential sites to large scale commercial and public works.
Wellington managing principal Hamish Wesney says, “Over his time with the company Steve Dunn has mentored, 
coached and supported the up-and-coming landscape architects in this office. He is very generous with his 
time, sharing and passing on his in-depth plant knowledge, and helping with understanding and testing practical 
elements of a design. Steve conducts all his work in a quiet, calm and professional manner, and is an extremely 
loyal and supportive colleague.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCjAmJ3D5WM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9iaPQfZUwQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yyks9VwDNAI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGZHuIxKlpg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGZHuIxKlpg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXKhHE-tYmRPILYpHcOsbhg?app=desktop
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=stuart-houghton
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/our-consultants.php#robert-gordon
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=hamish-wesney
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Landscape architects Boyden Evans and Sarah Collins are Boffa Miskell’s next-longest-serving employees. They 
are based in Wellington and Auckland, respectively.

Sarah Collins says, “I’m on just 32 years with the company, and I have appreciated Steve’s skills and support from 
the beginning. The Auckland Botanic Gardens residential garden design competition was one of the initial projects 
that we worked on.  Other early projects Steve and I worked on together were Cornwall Park, and Ra Ora Stud 
along with Boyden Evans.”

“In those early years the offices worked as more independent entities,” Sarah continues. “Project Manukau needed 
Steve’s expertise we worked on that project over several years; his hand-drawn plans were exceptional. I have 
know I could ring Steve at any time and have always appreciated his advice. It’s great to be working with him on 
company-wide initiatives, like housing and play, and to have continued regular interaction.”

Boyden says, “Steve has been a key person in successful and award-winning projects, many of which are in 
located throughout the wider Wellington region: Te Papa, the Botanic Garden Duck Pond, and the Supreme Court, 
are all in Wellington; Kapiti Public Library in Paraparaumu; Te Puna Wai Ora in Petone; Kimi Ora School in Naenae; 
and the Japanese Memorial in Featherston to name a few.”

“Steve’s many private residential clients come back to him each time they shift house, whch is testament to his 
design abilities and his excellent interpretation of a client’s brief. Steve’s plant and horticultural skills have been 
honed over a lifetime of practice and observation. His training is from a time when detailed plant and horticultural 
knowledge was key; these days it is an aspect that is somewhat neglected in university courses.”

“Throughout his career Steve has maintained a strong involvement in the landscape profession and has served on 
the NZILA at branch and national level, “says Boyden. “He is extremely patient and is very committed to passing on 
his knowledge to younger practitioners.  His style is one of quiet encouragement and gentle correction.”

Nicole Thompson is chair of the NZILA’s Wellington branch.  “I’ve only been on the committee for two years, but 
Steve has been the Wellington branch treasurer for as long as I can remember! The branch is extraordinarily lucky 
to have Steve, his wealth of experience and sheer perseverance in getting the job done makes everyone else’s 
job on the committee that much easier,” she says. “And it goes without saying that Steve’s great to work with; our 
meetings would not be half as enjoyable without his good humour and community spirit.”

Christchurch-based landscape planner Bron Faulkner and Steve worked closely for nearly a decade, as key 
members of the landscape team on Mackays to PekaPeka Expressway.

“Steve was a critical part of the project team contributing his extensive experience and knowledge of not only plants 
and planting design, but his ability to prepare and wrangle massive plant schedules with his Excel Spreadsheet 
wizardry, his attention to detail and tenacity to remain applied to an arduous and sometimes frustrating task,” 
recalls Bron.

“Steve’s humour, quirky ways and patience with his project teammates underpinned the wonderful culture that we 
had as a team working on this project. His regular need to eat and endless supply of snacks is also unsurpassed!”

In recognising Steve’s contributions to Boffa Miskell, chief executive Kerry Gupwell says:

“Steve’s achievements over his four decades with Boffa Miskell illustrate the core values we strive to embody as a 
company.

“Our values of  Ngākaunui/Passion and Kairangi/Excellence are represented by the tenacity and eye for detail 
Steve brings to each project, making sure the original design concept is realised and great places are created.

“Steve goes out of his way to follow up on projects after they have been completed. His ongoing interest and 
commitment ensures our work has a positive legacy and exemplifies our values of Whakapono/Trust and Ngā 
Tūhono/Partnerships to our project partners, our clients, and the wider community.

“Steve’s mentoring of younger consultants throughout his 40 years and the deep relationships he has created 
both within the company and throughout the wider profession of landscape architecture embodies the values of 
Whānau/Family. Those of us who work with Steve are the fortunate beneficiaries of his wisdom and experience, 
and it’s a pleasure to recognise his contribution.”

Cont next page >

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=boyden-evans
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=sarah-collins
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=project-manukau-coastal-and-foreshore-restoration
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=mackays-to-peka-peka-expressway
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=bush-city---museum-of-new-zealand-te-papa-tongarewa
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=kimi-ora-school
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=bron-faulkner
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkaQQzuaRKQ&feature=youtu.be
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/about-us/our-values.php


Boffa Miskell Update 
January 2019

05

Auckland │Hamilton │Tauranga │Wellington │Christchurch │Queenstown | Dunedin        www.boffamiskell.co.nz

INNOVATION: Virtual Reality is a powerful tool for Community Engagement
In communicating the future impact of large-scale infrastructure – and how that impact can be mitigated 
by planting and land formations – virtual reality is highly effective method of showing stakeholders what 
things will look like during construction, and several years down the track.
If a picture is worth a thousand words, then immersive imagery through Virtual Reality headset must be the optical 
equivalent of JK Rowling’s bank account.

The Visualisation Specialists at Boffa Miskell put their skills to work on behalf of Wellington Water during public 
consultation for the construction of a new water reservoir.

The Omāroro Prince of Wales Reservoir Community Engagement Programme was designed to grow community 
acceptance of a controversial new bulk water storage reservoir to be built in Wellington City’s urban green 
‘Town Belt’; an area protected by statute and close to residents, historic buildings, a major university and social 
housing areas. Boffa Miskell are the project landscape architects and ecologists and are currently involved with 
implementing the reservoir through detailed design.

The reservoir is crucial to improving the resilience of the city’s water supply; however, public opposition threatened 
to derail the project during the statutory environmental planning ‘consent’ process – of which community 
consultation is an essential part.

In response to residents’ concerns about the visual impact of the reservoir, a Virtual Reality experience was 
developed by Boffa Miskell’s visualisation specialists, so people could ‘see’ how the reservoir would look on site 
during three phases of its life.

While the Town Belt will be significantly impacted during the construction of the reservoir, following completion it 
will be fully buried and difficult to see except for a tunnel entrance and some access hatches. The virtual reality 
experience assists with the community understanding of this, as it shows the site in its current state, how it will look 
during and immediately following construction and five years after completion.

The engagement strategy of the project has been nominated for an International Association of Business 
Communicators Gold Quill Award. These awards recognize excellence in strategic communication worldwide.

View an online version of the VR Experience here:

For further information please contact Rhys Girvan, David Irvine or Stephen Fuller

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/vr/prince-of-wales-reservoir/
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=rhys-girvan
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/our-consultants.php#david-irvine
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=stephen-fuller

