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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

APPOINTED:
Senior Appointments
We are pleased to announce appointments to Senior Principal, Principal and Associate Principal positions within 
Boffa Miskell.

In making these appointments, our Board of Directors recognises attributes such as leadership, professionalism, 
innovative thinking and excellent client relationships. 

Senior Principal
• Hamish Wesney, Planner, Wellington 

• Rebecca Ryder, Landscape Architect, Tauranga 

• Shannon Bray, Landscape Planner, Auckland 

• Dr Sharon De Luca, Ecologist, Tauranga 
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PROJECT:
Wesley College Special Housing Area
Master planning and consenting for a significant Auckland growth area.

In October 2013, the Wesley College / Grafton Downs Ltd (GDL) landholding at Paerata, near Pukekohe, was 
identified as a Special Housing Area (SHA). Boffa Miskell had been assisting GDL in securing the land to be within 
the ‘rural urban boundary’. We were engaged to undertake the master planning of the SHA, providing specialist 
technical services related to ecology, landscape, open space and water sensitive design. 

Boffa Miskell also co-ordinated the preparation of the plan variation request to rezone the land in the Proposed 
Auckland Unitary Plan from ‘Future Urban’ to ‘Urban’, including the structure plan report, which contained other 
required specialist inputs. The plan variation report was approved in July 2015 and has resulted in the land being 
identified as the ‘Franklin 2 Precinct’ and rezoned for residential purposes with a supporting local commercial 
centre. Consent was also granted to the initial ‘super lot’ subdivision created to facilitate the first stage of 
development.

Principal
• Louise Saunders, Ecologist, Tauranga 

• Rhys Girvan, Landscape Planner, Wellington 

• Sam Bourne, Landscape Architect, Auckland 

Associate Principal
• Al Rigby, Landscape Architect, Auckland 

• Craig Pauling, Te Hīhiri, Christchurch 

• Frazer Baggaley, Landscape Architect, Wellington 

• Helen Baggaley, Landscape Architect, Wellington 

• Maurice Dale, Planner, Christchurch 

• Scott Hooson, Ecologist, Christchurch 
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Boffa Miskell is the lead planning and design consultant in the development of this future new town, which will 
cover an area of approximately 300 hectares. It is anticipated that a community of 4,000 to 4,500 homes will be 
developed over a 25 to 30-year period, as well as schools, local shops and an open space network that promotes 
walking and cycling.

The land adjoins the North Island Main Truck railway line and in tandem with electrification of the rail line between 
Auckland and Pukekohe, will be connected to a new passenger transport interchange enabling commuter rail 
access from the new town. This public transport connection is a key generator of the proposed urban form of 
the future community. The area’s historical links to Wesley College and other heritage buildings will be retained, 
providing a focal point for the new local centre.

There has been strong stakeholder consultation throughout this project. Our landscape architects and planners 
engaged with local iwi, and consultation was undertaken to obtain feedback from adjacent landowners, 
infrastructure providers and the wider local community.

Cont next page >

COMMUNITY: 
Manu the drone tackles biosecurity
A new drone, used by Boffa Miskell and LINZ for biosecurity work and recently demonstrated in a virtual 
field trip, has been named ‘Manu’ – the winning name in a nation-wide schools competition

Students from Waterloo School in Lower Hutt chose ‘Manu’, meaning ‘bird’ in Māori, because the drone flies like a 
bird. The Name the Drone Competition was part of this year’s LINZ-sponsored ‘High Country Hi-Tech’ virtual field 
trip series produced for LEARNZ. Schools around the country participated in the field trips via live feeds, learning 
about how geospatial technology is being used. 

In two online videos, Boffa Miskell biosecurity consultant, Marcus Girvan, explained Manu’s specifications and how 
drone technology can be used in biosecurity work. Live phone links enabled Marcus to answer children’s questions 
directly in an interactive Q & A session.

Boffa Miskell provides biosecurity services to LINZ and Manu was purchased jointly, as part of a shared programme 
of innovation to find more cost-effective means of undertaking pest management.

“There is significant potential in biosecurity work for drone technology,” Marcus says. “Using GPS technology and 
the drone’s GoPro camera, we can see where pest plants are located and monitor change in distribution over time 
– more safely and cheaply than by helicopter.”

There is also potential for the industry to develop recognition software that would enable the drone to identify a 
particular pest plant species and apply targeted herbicide, with potential cost benefits.

So far, Manu has been mainly used on wilding tree projects in the Mackenzie Basin. However there are plans to 
use it at Mid Dome in Southland, which Marcus says is a very challenging project because it is “a vast, inaccessible 
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area with a massive wilding tree problem, and very changeable, extreme weather that makes timing control work a 
big issue.” 

Boffa Miskell has completed a preliminary one-year, wilding tree control work contract for the Mid Dome Wilding 
Trees Charitable Trust. The contract has now been extended for another three years.

PROJECT UPDATE: 
Quality outcomes for expressway urban design 
As construction of the M2PP expressway on the Kapiti Coast progresses towards its early-2017 
completion, the project’s urban design components are being implemented – but not without challenges.

Boffa Miskell is sub-contracted to the M2PP Alliance to provide input and guidance on urban design and complete 
the detailed design of all the landscape and ecology aspects of the 16-kilometre expressway. A Board of Inquiry 
approved the overall expressway concept plan in 2013, subject to complex conditions, including compliance with an 
urban and landscape design framework. All detailed design must be certified by the Kapiti Coast District Council as 
meeting the consent conditions and being in ‘general accordance’ with the approved concept.

Translating the concept into tangible site features has exemplified the old adage, ‘the devil is in the detail’, 
according to Boffa Miskell urban designer, Frazer Baggaley. Inevitably, unforeseen challenges sometimes arise at 
the site design level, requiring change and affecting other project design work. So, constructive problem solving, 
involving the wider Alliance project team, has been required to find workable and cost-effective solutions.

“To come up with design options that are technically feasible and true to the urban and landscape design 
framework, we’ve done a lot of homework to sufficiently understand the technical engineering requirements,” 
Frazer says. “Above all, our obligation is to integrate the ‘hard’ elements of the expressway with the existing 
environment, bearing in mind what is appropriate to each local community along the route.”

For instance, Frazer explored various ways to more sensitively design the Kapiti Road interchange – while also 
reducing cost. He realised that, by altering the alignment of the on/off ramps, the extensive retaining walls could be 
removed and replaced with planted earth embankments. Distinctive pre-cast concrete panels were also introduced 
on the bridge abutments to replace the extensive gabion structures originally planned. The improved outcome 
resulted in cost savings that more than justified the additional design input required to modify the ramps. 

Much of the M2PP urban design is quite subtle; aimed at integrating the hard structural elements into a landscape 
where natural features, such as wetland, the coastal escarpment and the distant outline of Kapiti Island, are 
important characteristics. 

“It’s very much an approach based on simplicity and ensuring that scale, proportions, texture and quality of finish 
are done right,” Frazer explains. 
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Noise walls, designed to attenuate traffic noise from adjacent properties, are a case in point. Boffa Miskell has 
designed them for both visual interest and construction flexibility, so that different site requirements, such as 
changes in height or curves in the road alignment, can be accommodated without awkward joins and stepped 
profiles. Etched designs are being imprinted using ‘graphic concrete’ – a world first in such extensive use on an 
expressway. The product works by printing a pattern on paper with an ink that acts as a concrete curing retarder 
when placed on concrete, enabling the pattern to be exposed on the concrete panel surface.

WELCOMED: 
Independent Directors appointed
Hamish Bell and Greg Barclay have been appointed as Independent Directors to the Boffa Miskell Board.

As Boffa Miskell’s first Independent Directors, they will bring additional knowledge and skills to the company’s 
governance. They will supplement our in-house partners’ considerable understanding of Boffa Miskell and its 
markets, with their independent judgement, outside experience and greater level of objectivity.

Greg Barclay has been appointed as our Independent Chair on the Board. He is an Auckland-based commercial 
lawyer who has held various legal roles in New Zealand and London over a thirty-year career. Greg is a chartered 
member of the Institute of Directors and brings extensive experience in commercial governance roles and legal 
knowledge to the organisation.

Hamish is a professional director who provides commercial advice to large, privately owned businesses through 
his partnership in Catalyst Advisory Partners. His career has been based in the financial sector, including senior 
roles in private equity and banking in Asia and New Zealand and, more recently, a partnership at Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers. Hamish will bring to the board his broad experience in corporate governance and strategic thinking.

Both Greg and Hamish have been appointed for an initial term of three years. 


