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Boffa Miskell Update
July 2016

Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

NEWS:
2016 Senior Principal, Principal and Associate Principal Appointments
We are pleased to announce the following senior appointments within Boffa Miskell, which took effect on 1st 
July 2016. In making these appointments, our Board of Directors recognises attributes such as leadership, 
professionalism, innovative thinking and excellent client relationships.

Senior Principals

Cathy Challinor, Landscape Architect, Auckland 
Leigh Bull, Ecologist, Wellington 
Lisa Mein, Urban Designer, Auckland 
Mark Lewis, Landscape Architect, Auckland 
Morné Hugo, Landscape Architect, Tauranga 
Stuart Houghton, Urban Designer, Auckland

Principals

Al Rigby, Landscape Architect, Auckland 
Chris Ferguson, Planner, Christchurch/Queenstown 
Chris Punt, Landscape Architect, Auckland 
Emma Todd, Landscape Architect, Auckland
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Principals Continued.

Frazer Baggeley, Landscape Architect, Wellington 
Greg Vossler, Planner, Wellington 
Pauline Whitney, Planner, Wellington 
Craig Pauling, Kaiarataki, Te Hihiri, Christchurch 
Jonathan Broekhuysen, Landscape Architect, Auckland

Associate Principals

Julie Bevan, Planner, Auckland 
Larissa Moyle, Landscape Architect, Auckland 
Nick Pollard, Planner, Auckland 
Tanya Blakely, Ecologist, Christchurch 
Sean Grace, Planner, Tauranga
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NEWS: 
Setting the bar high for residential housing to attract the elderly
Creating a pleasant outdoor living environment for the residents at the Mary Potter Apartments to 
complement the award winning architecture.

Warren & Mahoney’s design of the 12-unit development received a silver award in the multi-unit housing category 
of the New Zealand Institute of Architects’ Canterbury awards 2016. Boffa Miskell worked with the architects to 
ensure the indoor and outdoor spaces were well-integrated and complementary in their design.

The new residential apartments are adjacent to the Mary Potter residential courts in the central city. The 
development is owned and operated by the Little Company of Mary (LCM), whose ministry in Christchurch provides 
support to the elderly. The Sisters assist by providing affordable housing for independent low income senior citizens 
as well as a community centre for elderly living in the local community.

The buildings in the new development were arranged around a central courtyard, designed so the residents have 
an attractive outlook from their homes as well as a place to share with family and friends or simply sit and enjoy. 
Good connections to the other facilities and existing residential units on the site were also included.

An intimate courtyard was created with strong lines referencing the simple cross, a symbol central to the beliefs 
and ministry of LCM, and reflected in their emblem. This communal space was designed using an eclectic mix of 
plants to provide colour and interest. Native species and clipped hedging provide a framework that complements 
the modern architecture, interspersed with selected plants of a more traditional character that residents will identify 
with, such as floribunda roses, rhododendrons and agapanthus. Those living in the apartments have already 
embraced the communal vegetable gardens, which provide both a source of food and a place for social interaction.

The awards jury acknowledged the “intimate shared courtyard” and commented that the apartment development 
had been “designed with occupants’ needs at heart”, concluding that “this project sets a high bar for retirement 
living.”

Our project team put in a concerted effort, alongside Warren & Mahoney, to complete the design work, detailed 
drawings and site supervision to enable project’s completion in 2015.

For further information please contact Nik Kneale or Katie Chilton
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NEWS: 
Bledisloe Lane, Waterview Playground and YMCA Camp Adair award winners
Award winners at the New Zealand Commercial Project Awards and the New Zealand Planning Institute 
Awards 2016.

The Commercial Project awards recognises excellence in construction and team relationships of completed 
commercial construction projects. Our project at Bledisloe Lane won a Gold Award.

Bledisloe Lane is a key pedestrian connection in central Auckland between Wellesley Street and Aotea Square. 
Boffa Miskell led the design of the public realm including the upgraded laneway and pocket park and worked 
closely with the architecture firm, Creative Spaces, on the integration of the new ground surface with the laneway 
canopy and facade. A consideration in the design was to transform the laneway into an inviting and well used 
linkage by partially opening the space to the sky for more light, eliminating previously unused spaces and 
introducing a visually strong ground surface treatment that draws pedestrians along the lane. The adjoining pocket 
park on Wellesley Street has been opened up to accommodate walking access whilst providing opportunities 
to gather. The judges considered that the vision to create ‘a vibrant connection’ to the Aotea cultural and 
entertainment precinct had ‘achieved just that’.

Boffa Miskell was also a member of two teams to win awards at this year’s NZPI Awards ceremony in Dunedin.

Freshwater ecologist, Eddie Sides led our aquatic ecologist team worked alongside Beca and ESR in a wastewater 
management study for YMCA Auckland, which won the Integrated Planning and Investigations Best Practice Award 
2016. The project brief was to create a new wastewater management strategy and acquire a long-term consent 
for wastewater drainage into the nearby river without harming the environment. This project was highly successful 
due to the integration of the multi-disciplinary team, the early engagement ensuring all stakeholder views had been 
assessed and resolved before the consent submission process even began, and the strong relationships that were 
built with the YMCA team to ensure the best outcome for all parties was achieved.

The community engagement and design process for the Waterview Playground won the NZPI Best Practice 
Award for Consultation and Participation Strategies and Processes. The annual award recognises projects that 
demonstrate outstanding creativity, innovation, and service. The partnership between the Well-Connected Alliance 
(WCA), the Albert Eden Local Board (of which Boffa Miskell was a part), Auckland Council and involvement by the 
community has been integral to the successful delivery of the playground. The design involved community design 
workshops, regular Auckland Council and WCA design meetings, and workshop sessions with Waterview Primary 
School children to elicit their ideas for the playground. Through this collaborative process the playground was 
designed to reflect the needs, aspirations and identity of the local community. The playground was delivered to 
the community as part of the NZ Transport Agency’s Waterview Connection roading project. The playground was 
delivered for the community as part of the NZ Transport Agency’s Waterview Connection roading project.

Congratulations to all the teams and everyone involved!
Cont next page >
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NEWS: 
Virtual flythrough assists with visualising designs
Drone pilot certification will facilitate increased drone filming on urban design projects.

Picturing large scale projects can often be a challenge when presenting designs to clients and stakeholders, as 
many elements of a design need to connect and flow together in the real world. A drone-captured video of the site, 
when synchronised with the animated flythrough of the proposed design can enable clients, designers, project 
partners, consultants and stakeholders to discuss the new project elements.

In May, our digital environments team created such a video for Auckland Council as part of Te Auaunga Awa 
(Oakley Creek) project in West Auckland. A high level of detail was not required in the animated fly-through in this 
case, as the purpose was to discuss the integration of several play areas and an outdoor classroom and illustrate 
the proposed extent of stream restoration and wetland areas along Te Auaunga Awa. Higher levels of detail are 
achievable for discussions surrounding more specific built elements.

Prior to the construction of Te Auaunga Awa there will be a re-filming of the area and ongoing filming of the 
construction. The drone will now be using a new fly-by-wire (FBW) technology, a computer-regulated system for 
controlling the flight for added safety and stability, which also means the pilot can be further away from the drone 
and can create an automatic flight plan prior to filming. This will enable the pilot to fly through the entire site, rather 
than walking through the river culverts in waders in order to stitch the video clips together, as was done previously.

Boffa Miskell was awarded Civil Aviation Authority Part 102 certification in June 2016. The certification will allow us 
more ability to operate the drones over urban areas, which will be useful for the next stages of the Oakley Creek 
Restoration and surrounding Waterview Connection projects, as well as other future projects requiring drone videos 
and imagery. 
 
For further information please contact Mark Lewis.
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PROJECT UPDATE: 
Mount Emei Service Centre
Creating a gateway to a World Heritage Site

Mount Emei, the highest of four sacred Buddhist mountains in China, was declared a World Heritage Site in 1996. 
The site attracts some 3,000,000 tourists every year internationally and from within China. In order to enhance the 
visitor experience and manage visitor impacts, the Mount Emei-Leshan Giant Buddha Scenic Area Management 
Committee decided to create a visitor service centre immediately adjacent to the protected site. In 2013 Boffa 
Miskell was engaged to assist with the landscape master planning of the 600ha development.

Boffa Miskell is honoured to work on such a prestigious, unique and challenging project. From our design base in 
New Zealand, we have developed a strong understanding of Chinese culture and business needed for these large 
scale projects.

Emei resort must be appealing to tourists from all over the world whilst also being an appropriate gateway to the 
mountain. Sensitive and sustainable design is required to achieve a sense of harmony with nature, the area’s 
ancient spirituality and the local culture.

The mountain holds great religious and cultural significance for China, containing some of the country’s oldest 
Buddhist architecture and a unique golden sculpture of Buddha near the mountaintop. The area is renowned for its 
scenic beauty and its exceptionally rich biodiversity, particularly its flora. The project site is located near the bottom 
of the mountain, just outside of the scenic and ecological preservation areas and close to Emei township. Boffa 
Miskell has been responsible for developing the overall landscape concept master plan of Mount Emei Resort, a 
concept and detailed design for the Mount Emei Service Centre, a new key access road known as the ‘Landscape 
Boulevard’, and the design of Emei River Park which extends throughout the resort.

We have worked with the project’s building designer, Beijing Institute of Architectural Design, to reference and 
interpret in the project design the extraordinary ancient history and stunning landscape context. Approximately 4 
hectares of green roofs are covered in vegetation, which blends seamlessly with Mount Emei’s diverse flora. The 
architecture – whilst modern – references traditional Chinese architecture and the local culture, whilst the many 
water features bring the natural and rural feel of the nearby river waterways into the service centre.

The staff in our Shanghai office have been ideally qualified for this project through their design expertise in 
landscape architecture and master planning and their local knowledge. In addition, we have drawn on Boffa 
Miskell’s eco-tourism and resort specialists within our New Zealand offices to optimise the project’s success in the 
increasingly competitive tourist market of China and world-wide.

 
For more information please contact Chris Bentley or Andrew King
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NEWS: 
Walk-through aviary advocates wildlife education
A new walk-through aviary was recently opened at Pukaha Mount Bruce National Wildlife Centre by the 
Minister for Conservation, Hon. Maggie Barry.

The new 40-by-20 metre aviary allows native birds to fly freely alongside visitors, who enjoy seeing and learning 
about the birds in an environment designed to educate as well as provide live-in bird habitat.

Our landscape architects produced the development concept of the aviary, which was designed and designed by 
Fabric Structures Limited and built by Rigg zschokke Ltd. We also did the working drawings for the environment 
inside the aviary; designing the layout and types of planting, visitor areas, stream and paths to educate visitors 
about New Zealand’s native flora and fauna. The design includes interpretative signage that emphasises the 
importance of conservation by telling the story of species’ extinctions as well as explaining the conservation needs 
of surviving species. Plant species were selected to create a display of New Zealand’s distinctive divaricating plants 
as well as meeting the habitat requirements for a range of native bird types.

The new aviary enables visitors a better chance of seeing, close-up, rare and iconic bird species in an environment 
similar to the birds’ natural habitats. So far, whio, pateke, kakariki, kaka and korimako are resident. Tui and 
kereru will be introduced soon. It is hoped that breeding pairs of rare species in the aviary will raise chicks in the 
safe enclosure which can eventually be released into the wild as part of the wider Pukaha Mount Bruce forest 
restoration and breeding programmes. 
 
For further information please contact Steve Dunn.


