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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

PROMOTIONS:
Senior appointments announced for 2017
It is with great pleasure that we announce the following Senior Principal, Principal and Associate Principal 
appointments within Boffa Miskell, which took effect 1st July 2017.  
The appointments have been made across the full spectrum of our disciplines, recognising excellence and 
supporting the career progression of our people.

We have appointed seven new Senior Principals, who are seen as leading practitioners within their field of 
expertise, due to their extensive knowledge, professionalism and excellent client relationships. Along with ten 
promotions to Principal level, we also introduce six new Associate Principals to the Principals group.

Senior Principals
Chris Ferguson Emma Todd Frazer Baggaley
Jane Rennie Mark Brown Nik Kneale
Yvonne Pfluger
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Principals
Dave Moule Eynon Delamere Helen Blackie
Julie Bevan Nick Pollard Scott Hooson
Sharon Dines Tanya Blakely Marcus Girvan
Yoko Tanaka

Associate Principals
Claire Kelly Katherine Muchna Jacqui Bell
Caroline Patton Kieran Miller Bryan Sanson

 
These promotions highlight the growth and development of our people, along with the depth of expertise and 
capability within the company. 

PROJECT UPDATE: 
Affordable housing for Māori hapu 
A new subdivision being developed by the Ngā Potiki a Tamapahore Trust will see new houses built in 
Papamoa, including affordable housing for members of the Ngā Potiki hapu.
Ngā Potiki has launched the first stage of ‘Manawa - the heart of Papamoa’ on a 20-hectare block of Treaty 
Settlement land in the key urban growth area of Papamoa East. It will include a mix of housing types made 
available through various ownership, license or rental arrangements to meet current market demands. Larger 
sections are being sold on the open market through a group of approved builders, while subsidised medium-density 
lots are being set aside for members of the Ngā Potiki hapu. 

The development is the first of its kind in Tauranga. Boffa Miskell landscape architect and urban designer, Morné 
Hugo, who has been leading the master planning, urban design and landscape design aspects of the development, 
believes it will set a precedent for further good quality, affordable housing developments throughout the country. 

In its urban design role, the Boffa Miskell design team has produced design guidelines to ensure that each dwelling 
and site will adhere to good urban design principles, such as safety and connectivity, and contribute consistently 
to the desired tranquil, high quality neighbourhood character. The stage one development of 240 houses will 
be anchored on a main boulevard and will also include two reserve areas and a long swale wetland. A small 
commercial area, village green and retirement village are proposed for stage two of the development. 

The landscape design recognises the site’s rich cultural and archaeological significance, including the presence of 
several historic pā sites. 
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OPEN: 
It’s play time again at Potters Park, Takapuna
Jump, slide, swing and climb! Youngsters are enjoying the Potters Park playground with renewed 
enthusiasm following its refurbishment, designed by Boffa Miskell. 
The play area has become a lively hub of activity within the historic Potters Park in central Takapuna. The 
revitalisation of the playground – part of Auckland Council’s playground upgrade programme – was timely, as the 
existing equipment had been in place for many years.

The new play space is designed to encourage and challenge pre-school age children. It features a low-level 
climbing net, spinning element, swings and a mound with climbing opportunities, slalom poles, double slide and 
tunnel providing opportunities to extend physical development, explore and discover through play.

Integrating the play space within the Potters Park setting was also an important design consideration. Colours were 
chosen to reflect those of the grass and rose gardens in the nearby planted areas. Play elements also encourage 
children to explore the environment, using mowing margins to run along, other elements to walk/jump between, and 
including adjacent trees, where low–hanging branches are included in the play experience.

The revitalisation of the play space is a key starting point for further development of Potters Park in future, which 
will strengthen its identify as a community park, closely connected with the Takapuna town centre.
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INSIGHT: 
The far-reaching benefits of ‘co-design’
Collaborative ‘co-design’ helps clients, communities and other stakeholders to actively engage and forge 
constructive relationships – relationships that endure in the ongoing sense of empowerment, belonging 
and pride in the places created. 
Designers and planners often unconsciously engage with their clients and stakeholders by ‘thinking for them’ 
about what would achieve better project support and outcomes. It is an approach that is distancing for those most 
affected. In contrast, deliberate engagement, through interactive participation, results in sometimes unexpected 
outcomes and far-reaching benefits.

‘Co-design’ is a well-established approach that aims to actively involve all stakeholders in the design process so 
that the end result will recognise their needs, be usable and inspire a sense of collective ownership. This approach 
enables a wide range of people to influence and contribute to the design outcome and often sparks creativity in 
unforeseen ways. 

We’ve found that we gain a deeper understanding of clients’, communities’ and stakeholders’ values and needs 
through co-design, nurturing enduring relationships in the process. People with more detailed local knowledge and 
a real connection to a place have valuable insights that can add depth, meaning and local character to design. 
One such example is our work with Kristin School. Since 2000, Boffa Miskell has been involved with ten landscape 
design projects at the school, all of which have involved a collaborative effort working with students, teachers and 
parents. When designing the middle school courtyard, students generated their own ideas which were incorporated 
to create a responsive, functional well-used area where students gather and their art is showcased. The students 
see the results of their input and retain a sense of ownership over the refurbished space.

Genuine co-design can help transform communities as well as places, as exemplified during the recent Waterview 
Connection development where the initially consultation-weary and generally hostile community became supportive 
and engaged. Co-design was a feature within the project’s comprehensive stakeholder engagement programme. 
Boffa Miskell designers led a regular series of design workshops in which they worked with various community 
groups to explore options for the parks and open spaces. The outcomes of that process are now reflected in the 
finished design. The extensive community consultation gave stakeholders a genuine voice in the design decisions, 
helping us to deliver community-driven outcomes across all of the project’s public spaces, which reflected the local 
knowledge, needs and aspirations that stakeholders brought to the design table. 
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Q&A: 
City-sized solutions
Architecture Now talks to urban designer, Stuart Houghton about liveable cities and creating a shared sense 
of space. Read more>

“It ultimately required an outstanding effort, across many disciplines, to achieve what we believe has been a 
comprehensive ‘coverage’ of all forms of engagement with the local community. The Well-Connected Alliance’s 
design team is comfortable in saying they have consulted on just about every single element of the project which 
affects the local community,” says Al Rigby, Boffa Miskell’s Urban and Landscape Design Discipline Lead for the 
project.

The Waterview community’s feedback on the consultation process was extremely positive as a result of this design 
approach. Rachel de Lambert, Boffa Miskell Partner, believes “The project is better for having taken the time to 
directly involve the local people. The result on the ground – the popularity of the open space and its active as well 
as passive recreation components is great to see. It feels as if the community has really been able to participate in 
securing some benefits from the wider infrastructure project and to see some gains for the local community.”

http://architecturenow.co.nz/articles/city-sized-solutions-stuart-houghton/

