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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

PROMOTIONS:
Senior appointments announced for 2018
It’s with great pleasure that we announce our 2018 Senior Principal, Principal and Associate Principal 
promotions, which took effect 1st July. These appointments have been made across our design, planning 
and science disciplines, and add to the talented pool of leaders within Boffa Miskell.
Senior Principals
• Dave Moule – Planning, Hamilton
• James Bentley – Landscape Planning, Christchurch
• Julie Bevan – Planning, Auckland
• Nick Pollard – Planning, Auckland
• Pauline Whitney – Planning, Wellington
• Rhys Girvan – Landscape Planning, Christchurch
• Sharon Dines – Planning, Auckland
• Yoko Tanaka – Landscape Architect, Auckland

Principals
• Sarah Flynn – Ecology, Auckland
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Associate Principals
• Ben Clark – Landscape Architect, Auckland
• Hanna O’Donoghue – Landscape Architect, Auckland
• Heather Wilkins – Landscape Architect, Auckland
• Katie Chilton – Landscape Architect, Christchurch
• Lee Shapiro – Biosecurity, Auckland
• Meg Kane – Landscape Architect, Auckland
• Tom Lines – Landscape Architect, Auckland
These promotions celebrate the growth and development of our team, along with the depth of expertise and 
capability within the company.

Please join us in congratulating the eight Senior Principals, one Principal and seven Associate Principals who have 
been recognised for their continuing ability in demonstrating extensive knowledge, professionalism and fostering 
excellent client relationships.

INSIGHT: 
Community Engagement: What is it, and wy does it matter?
Read an article about any large-scale public works project, and you’re sure to see phrases like “robust 
community engagement” or “after consultation with residents and iwi” – but what do those words mean? 
Why is community engagement — also called public participation — necessary and how is it done effectively?

The International Association for Public Participation (IAP2) has developed core values for use in the development 
and implementation of public participation processes. Central to these is the belief that those who are affected by a 
decision have a right to be involved in the decision-making process.

“Places and spaces are designed for communities,” says Rebecca Ryder, a landscape architect in Boffa Miskell’s 
Tauranga office. “Designing or planning through engagement is essential to understanding a place, its people, and 
its diversity.”

You only need to look back a few decades to realise that involving the public in the decision-making process is 
fairly new.

From the Industrial Age, right through the post-WWII boom, “progress” typically involved decisions made by 
government officials and bureaucrats behind closed doors. Bonds were issued, or taxes raised, to fund the project; 
and by the time the bulldozers arrived on-site, the outcome was a fait accompli. Public opinion was dealt with after-
the-fact and had negligible impact.
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RECOGNISED: 
The Business Case for Walking wins 2018 Golden Foot Award
When it comes to justifying investment in public sector infrastructure, the economic benefit of 
improvements to the pedestrian experience have historically been hard-to-quantify, and therefore 
misunderstood and under-valued.
But the tide has turned, and innovative thinking around how to clearly demonstrate and objectively measure the 
benefits of enhanced walkability is changing perspectives — and winning acclaim from all sides.

“Counting Walking to Make Walking Count” is the catch-phrase for The Business Case for Walking: Investigating 

This process might have been ‘efficient’ but the outcomes were often horrendous. Neighbourhoods and public 
parks were split apart by arterial roads – leading to devastating social and aesthetic outcomes. Places of deep 
historical and cultural meaning were obliterated in a swathe of concrete and steel, and the chasm between “the 
people” and “the powers that be” grew ever-wider.

Boffa Miskell’s community engagement group is comprised of consultants at all levels, in all disciplines, who share 
a commitment to facilitating meaningful dialogue. Many of these consultants have specialised IAP2 training and 
certification.

“The value-add of having a consultant trained in community engagement is that they understand not only the 
technical aspects of the project, but also how to best engage stakeholders: when to engage them, and which 
level of engagement is appropriate to the situation,” says Lisa Mein, an Auckland-based urban designer. “These 
consultants are also trained to handle difficult people and situations, which we sometimes find ourselves dealing 
with on projects.”

Christchurch planner Stephanie Styles agrees. “Community engagement should be a consideration from 
the beginning of most projects. The ability to think ahead and plan out what type of engagement ought to be 
undertaken, and getting someone with experience and training involved early, streamlines the processes and 
avoids risks that can add time and cost to the project.”

“It’s not a good look to spend loads of money on a fancy-pants design only to find obvious flaws that an 
engagement process would have highlighted,” says Tauranga-based ecologist Louise Saunders. “Whether 
it’s collaborative concept design in the preliminary stages, or on-going engagement for assessment, public 
participation can stimulate innovation because options are identified early, before too much progress is made on 
confirming conventional outcomes.”

In fact, the journey of community engagement is equally important as the result. Successful public participation 
results in improved relationships between people, organisations and places – and those relationships often 
continue beyond the life of a project.
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the Economic Value of Walking in the Auckland City Centre.  This project, funded by Auckland Council and 
delivered by Boffa Miskell, MR Cagney, and Auckland Council’s Research and Monitoring Unit (RIMU) 
demonstrated that transport projects that deliver public realm and walkability benefits are actually losing out 
against projects that don’t do so because the very real transport and economic benefits of improving walkability are 
not captured in the way New Zealand evaluates transport projects.

Boffa Miskell’s research on Valuing the Urban Realm Toolkit was an integral part of the report.

The Business Case for Walking won a 2018 Golden Foot Award in the Understand Walking category, and has been 
lauded by industry experts and community pundits on social media and in the news. The awards ceremony was 
hosted by Associate Transport Minister Julie Anne Genter.

Upon hearing of the win, Auckland design champion Ludo Campbell-Reid tweeted: “This seminal report by 
#TeamADO #RIMu @MRCagney  and @BoffaMiskell will change everything about the way we plan transport in the 
future.”

Later, he continued: “We must share data & research to empower decision-makers. For 50 yrs transport planners & 
their models have been … driving investment in the wrong mode… now is time to fight back with facts.”

The Golden Foot Walking Awards are held by Living Streets Aotearoa, and acknowledge innovative new facilities, 
highlight national best practise and reward ongoing commitment to walking.

“These projects have one thing in common – they’re finding new and clever ways to get Kiwis out every day being 
active,” Living Streets Tumuaki Tuarua Ellen Blake says.

“Some of them show communities getting together to solve problems and finding innovative, low cost solutions. 
Others are led by council or government agencies who ‘get’ the value of walking in building safe, sustainable 
communities.”

The VURT element of the project was delivered under the leadership of Stuart Houghton, along with Michael 
Nettleship and Olivia Johnstone; and was one of the inaugural recipients of a Boffa Miskell Research Grant in 
2016.

What’s next for the Business Case for Walking?

Stuart Houghton says, “The project partners are actively taking steps towards making these insights a standard 
part of transport planning in New Zealand.”

INORMED: 
Revised threatened plant classification - what does it mean for you?
Last month, the Department of Conservation re-classified a number of New Zealand plants as ‘threatened’ 
(402) or ‘at-risk’ (851). Ecologist Ian Boothroyd, a senior principal and technical leader in our Auckland 
Office, examines how this change might affect Councils and developers.
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Recent media reports have highlighted the revised list of threatened New Zealand plants published by the 
Department of Conservation.  As might be expected, much attention has been given to the elevated threat status 
given to our iconic kauri (Agathis australis), which has shifted from Not Threatened to Threatened – Nationally 
Vulnerable. As the report states, this change in status reflects the concern that the spread of kauri dieback 
continues seemingly unabated and that there is, as yet, no known treatment for infected trees. There are now real 
fears that kauri may go extinct over large parts of its current range.

What has been less well publicised is the new classifications of indigenous Myrtaceae. Notably, the panel has 
designated all the New Zealand Myrtaceae previously considered to be Not Threatened as Threatened, and 
elevated the status of those previously assessed as At Risk to Threatened.

The Myrtaceae include the more commonly known manuka and kanuka, typically the dominant plants in the natural 
ecosystems referred to as scrub in New Zealand; and also the iconic coastal pohutukawa tree. The expert panel 
who undertakes the evaluations acknowledges that the elevated threat is a precautionary measure, due to the 
as-yet-unknown impact of myrtle rust on these native species.  As with kauri dieback, there is currently no known 
effective treatment for myrtle rust.

As the Myrtaceae can form abundant stands of vegetation at sites where development of land is being considered, 
it raises the question of what this means for the developer. For one thing, the presence of a Threatened or At Risk 
species generally qualifies a site as ‘ecologically significant’ in terms of the Resource Management Act, according 
to criteria in most district and regional plans.  It is unclear how regulatory authorities will approach the management 
and protection of these vegetated areas, as all Myrtaceae now meet this threat status.

Likewise, Myrtaceae often form a core foundation plant for landscape and mitigation planting.  We don’t expect this 
to change but developers should be aware that they are dealing with a now-Threatened plant in their planning. The 
continued planting of threatened Myrtaceae is, no doubt, a beneficial thing; but specialist advice should be sought 
to consider the benefits and risks that might eventuate in any location.

Boffa Miskell have taken a proactive stance in understanding the implications of the new plant classifications and 
are in a strong position to offer advice and assistance with planting plans, and the sourcing and management of 
planting areas.

The new list of threatened indigenous vascular plants can be downloaded at: https://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/
science-and-technical/nztcs22entire.pdf


