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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION:
Waterview Connection awarded in Los Angeles
The Waterview Connection has won the LABC’s Tripartite Award. This award fosters design and 
collaboration between sister cities Los Angeles, Auckland and Guangzhou in China, and acknowledges 
commitment to shared urban development and sustainability goals. 
Senior principal Peter Whiting travelled to Los Angeles to accept the award with a contingent of Well-Connected 
Alliance representatives from NZTA and Warren + Mahoney Architects.

“The partners in the Well-Connected Alliance sought for the project to deliver world-class infrastructure, along with 
good community and ecological outcomes, and Boffa Miskell is proud of our role in this landmark project,” says 
Peter.

“The landscape and urban design works, which Boffa Miskell led, were significantly less than 5% of the total project 
budget; yet these spaces have had a profound impact on the perception of the project from the public.”

As a result of the severance caused by five-plus years of above-ground works associated with the tunnel project, 
the Board of Enquiry determined that the large open space areas within the motorway alignment were able to be 
revitalised.
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“The project is a great example of how to bridge the gap between infrastructure and creating a great place for 
people,” says Sam Bourne, Transport Agency Principal Urban Design and Landscape Advisor.

Boffa Miskell led the design and installation of passive and active public recreation assets, including Valonia 
Reserve and Waterview Reserve Skateparks, the Waterview Shared Path, and Waterview Playground.

Te Auaunga/Oakley Creek was required to be relocated as it sat directly over the motorway alignment. The stream 
had been channelised into a drain in the 1930s and this was an opportunity to restore and naturalise one of 
Auckland’s longest urban streams, while providing community amenities throughout the surrounding reserves.

“The Tripartite Award acknowledges the Waterview Connection project was about so much more than the twin 
2.4km long road tunnels deep underground. It celebrates significant community amenities and landscape features 
above ground and the role of infrastructure in supporting good urban design,” says Brett Gliddon, NZ Transport 
Agency General Manager System Design and Delivery.

“The walking and cycling path network, public open space and environmental design features together with the 
stunning structures – including the pedestrian bridges, ventilation stacks and maintenance buildings – create a 
place the local community can enjoy and be proud of.”

Aspects of Waterview have been recognised by the NZIA, the World Architecture Festival, the Designers Institute of 
New Zealand, and have been short-listed for NZILA Awards.

The project partners credit Waterview Connection’s success to the close and enduring relationships with the local 
community, mana whenua, Auckland Council, Local Boards and Auckland Transport.

The Well-Connected Alliance includes the Transport Agency, Fletcher Construction, McConnell Dowell, WSP, Beca 
Infrastructure, Tonkin & Taylor and Japanese construction company Obayashi Corporation.

Photo:  Representatives from Well-Connected Alliance, Boffa Miskell and Warren and Mahoney at the LABC 
Architecture Awards ceremony. L-R : Peter Whiting (Boffa Miskell), Graham Darlow, & Peter Spies (Well-Connected 
Alliance), Tom Locke (Warren & Mahoney)

For further information contact Peter Whiting 

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=peter-whiting
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OUR PEOPLE: 
2019 Senior Appointments 
Promotion to Senior Principal, Principal, and Associate Principal have been made across the design, 
planning and science disciplines, and add eleven consultants to the talented pool of leaders within Boffa 
Miskell.  
From Christchurch, planner Stephanie Styles and biosecurity consultant Marcus Girvan have been promoted to 
Senior Principal; and planners Maurice Dale and Claire Kelly have been promoted to Principal.

Dunedin-based urban designer Rachael Eaton has been promoted to Senior Principal.

Eynon Delamere,  Kaiarataki – Te Hihiri, has been promoted to Senior Principal in the Auckland office, while 
ecologist Katherine Muchna has been promoted to Principal and planner Jo Young to Associate Principal.

Planners Andrew Guerin from Wellington and Sean Grace from Tauranga have been promoted to Principal, and 
Hamilton-based ecologist Andrew Blayney has been promoted to Associate Principal.

Chief executive Kerry Gupwell says, “These promotions celebrate the growth and development of our team, along 
with the depth of expertise and capability within the company.

“We recognise these consultants for demonstrating leadership within their disciplines, their extensive knowledge 
and professionalism, and their commitment to fostering excellent client relationships.”

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=stephanie-styles
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=marcus-girvan
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=maurice-dale
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=claire-kelly
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=eynon-delamere
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=katherine-muchna
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=jo-young
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=andrew-guerin
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=sean-grace
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=andrew-blayney
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FEATURED PROJECT: 
Frankton Masterplan
An integrated land use and transport masterplan for the transformation of Frankton over the next 30 years.
In late 2018, building on earlier engagement, Wakatipu Way to Go (a partnership between Queenstown Lakes 
District Council, NZTA and Otago Regional Council) embarked on the Frankton Masterplan and Integrated 
Transport Programme Business Case process. This project will deliver a land use and transportation framework to 
address the future needs of Frankton.

The project aims to ensure Frankton remains a liveable, positive experience for visitors, residents and businesses; 
integrate all plans, strategies and projects to create better outcomes; and give public and private stakeholders 
confidence to invest.

Working in partnership with GHD, Boffa Miskell urban designers are preparing an integrated masterplan and 
transport programme business case for Frankton. The project approach uses stakeholder engagement to bind 
together the masterplanning and business case processes, creating a robust set of outcomes and a strong case for 
investment.

Using innovative and intensive engagement techniques, the project team was able to establish consensus across a 
diverse range of stakeholders and form an evidence base for both the masterplan and programme business case.

Key outcomes for the masterplan include:

•  Enhancing Frankton’s role as a hub for the district, 
•  Integrating with the lakefront and rivers edges, 
•  Living and growing in harmony with nature, 
•  Unified and integrated town and local centres, 
•  Enhancing the local networks, and 
•  Nurturing inclusive neighbourhoods.

These masterplan outcomes have been woven together into a recommended Spatial Framework, which is 
underpinned by a range of attainable land use and transportation actions. This sets out what Frankton might look 
like by 2048.

Actions within our recommended Spatial Framework include:

•  Improving the arrival experiences into Queenstown from the airport, state highway and trail network, including 
the establishment of a new Airport-Wakatipu Lake Link and recognising wāhi tūpuna (ancestral landscapes) at the 
Shotover and Kawarau River crossings;
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•  Upgrading State Highway 6 into a high amenity, 50 km/hr urban arterial, recognising the Ara Tawhito (Traditional 
•  Trail route) along Frankton Ladies Mile Highway and improving intersections to reduce community severance and 
improve safety along active travel routes;

•  Using multi-modal transport options to improve access for people of all ages and abilities, including completion 
of the wider active travel network and linking several local and district centres together through a high frequency 
orbital;

•  Strengthening the relationship between high capacity public transport corridors and more intensive land use 
activities, such as redeveloping the northern Glenda Drive industrial area for residential living;

•  Integrating the Airport terminal and other landside operations into the public transport network and surrounding 
cowmpatible land uses, including investigating opportunities for the long-term relocation of Lakes District Hospital 
facilities outside the airport noise contours;

•  Enhancing recreational and community facilities at Queenstown Event Centre, alongside a new transport 
interchange and Emergency Precinct (e.g. emergency services, civil defence and airport rescue) on the Frankton 
Golf Course site;

•  Providing more urban parks and greener streets, including creating more direct visual and physical links to Lake 
Wakatipu and enhanced waterfront parks and reserves with our very own ‘Frankton Gardens’.

•  Redeveloping Shotover Delta into a district-wide reserve for informal recreational activities, mahinga kai (food 
and resource harvesting areas) and potentially a relocated Frankton Golf Course;

•  Investigating opportunities for Improved recognition and visibility of Ngāi Tahu cultural values, themes and 
narratives in the urban and built form.

•  Investigating opportunities to enhance recognition of the cultural heritage of Frankton from the perspective of 
Ngāi Tahu, Chinese, mining and pastoral heritage, including creation of the Arranmore / McBride Farm Heritage 
Precinct.

This transformation will be staged over a 30-year timeframe in collaboration with the Wakatipu Way to Go 
partnership and community stakeholders.

Our role
Develop an integrated masterplan and transport programme business case for Frankton, underpinned by a 30-year 
vision and a spatial framework that illustrates how the vision will be delivered over time.

The facts

Client: Wakatipu Way to Go partnership - Queenstown Lakes District Council, 
New Zealand Transport Agency and Otago Regional Council

Project team: Tim Church 
Dhanesh Amerasingam 
Laura Pyne 
Rose Johnston

Worked with: GHD
Project date: 2018 - on-going
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A BOOST FOR BIOSECURITY: 
Budget increase to fight invasive weeds 
More than $7.5 million over four years has been set aside as part of Budget 2019 in support of biosecurity 
work to protect lakes, rivers and lands from invasive weeds and pests.
Biosecurity project manager Marcus Girvan was present when Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage announced the 
funding in a new conference at Lake Wanaka.

Boffa Miskell works together with Land Information New Zealand (LINZ), and the National Institute of Water and 
Atmospheric Research (NIWA) in protecting New Zealand’s lakes and rivers from invasive water weeds.

A significant amount of this funding will be directed to improving surveillance, monitoring and control efforts of lake 
weed at several of our iconic lakes including Lakes Wakatipu, Dunstan, Wanaka, Benmore and Aviemore in the 
South Island, and several Te Arawa Rotorua lakes and Lake Karapiro in the North Island.

“It is fitting that this announcement is made here at Lake Wanaka, where Land Information NZ committed to a long-
term programme to contain lagarosiphon in 2004 as the lead agency in the Lake Wanaka Lagarosiphon Committee, 
committing significant annual funding over the past 15 years,” said Marcus.

“Lake Wanaka has been the home of innovation in aquatic weed management.  One such innovation, thanks to 
some research undertaken by NIWA, has been the use of biodegradable hessian matting, which is now used widely 
in the lake and in other waterways such as Lakes Wakatipu, Benmore, Aviemore and the Kawarau River.”

“This is really good news for these major lakes,” said LINZ Biosecurity and Biodiversity Director Dave Mole.

The money will allow LINZ, working with Boffa Miskell and NIWA, to increase surveillance of lake weed, as well as 
improve the monitoring and evaluation of control activities such as hessian matting and herbicide spraying.

The biosecurity team will also look at what additional control methods could be used to meet community 
expectations.

“The threat aquatic weeds present to our biological heritage is significant, so we’re very grateful for this new 
funding, which we plan to put to very good use,” said Marcus.

“One of the first uses of this new funding will be to survey the foreshore of Lake Wakatipu, which is approximately 
240km in length; that’s the distance from Wanaka to Invercargill.  Our divers will visually inspect the entire lake’s 
shoreline by being towed behind a boat.  The lakes’ temperature rarely exceeds 10 degrees Celsius, so it’s not a 
job for the faint hearted!”

For more information contact Marcus Girvan

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=marcus-girvan

