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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

PROJECT:
Final link in Dominion Road cycleway opened
A dawn blessing ceremony held on June 5th marked the official opening of the Hinaki Bridge which 
crosses Oakley Creek in Mt Roskill’s War Memorial Park. Our landscape architects worked with mana 
whenua to develop a concept design for the bridge, as part of the wider cultural landscape plan that sought 
to integrate a set of Māori values into the Dominion Road upgrade. 

Auckland Transport consulted with iwi to explore the opportunities for cultural heritage to be incorporated into the 
design of Dominion Road’s proposed $40m upgrade. Boffa Miskell worked with Iwi and a group of Māori specialists 
in stormwater, vegetation and cultural design to develop a Cultural Landscape Plan identifying a set of Māori values 
that could be integrated within the streetscape. 
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MATARIKI:
Ngā mihi o Matariki te tau hou Māori ki a tātou katoa. 
E ai ki nga Tūpuna ko Matariki tāpuapua 
The rising of the star constellation known as Matariki (Pleiades) marks the arrival of the Maori New Year. 
This is a time to connect with, and give thanks to the land, sea and sky. As in the proverb above, Matariki - 
when water lies in pools (a reference to the onset of winter). 
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Boffa Miskell landscape architects developed design strategies for the site under three themes iwi had identified: 
maunga and the surrounding landscape, vegetation and water.

‘Cultural footprint’ design concepts were created to demonstrate how the strategies could be implemented in key 
places along Dominion Road such as bus interchanges, side streets, parks and three main villages. Traditional 
stories and designs are referenced to highlight the three themes, tracing the footprints of what came before the 
urbanised landscape.

As part of the surrounding landscape theme, two further narratives were proposed across the project; Whākiri 
Weaving Designs and the Native Bird Narrative. These are representative of the region Dominion Road crosses 
through and provide spiritual and symbolic meaning. 

A number of locations along Dominion Road were identified as being associated with one of the themes, providing 
opportunities to weave different stories into the streetscape. The range of sites acting as cultural interventions allow 
for interpretation of a range of stories and values and different ways for the public to engage with the streetscape.

A series of community projects were envisaged along the cycleway that runs in parallel with Dominion Road, 
including a crossing of Oakley Creek. Our landscape architects worked with mana whenua to develop a concept 
design for the Hinaki Bridge, which draws reference to the woven flax eel traps used by Māori in the creek. A dawn 
blessing ceremony was held on June 5th 2015 to mark the opening of the bridge.

INSIGHT:
Landscape: Debunking the ‘absolute’ protection myth
Our landscape planners have prepared a paper to assist those engaged with applying landscape policy 
within the coastal environment. It explores implications that have arisen from recent resource management 
cases in the Supreme and High Courts around the identification and management of Outstanding Natural 
Features and Landscapes within the coastal environment. 

Exploring the implications relating to the identification and management of outstanding natural features and 
landscapes

The intent of this ‘think piece’ is to briefly explore some of the implications relating to the identification and 
management of Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes, including avoiding adverse effects within the 
Coastal Environment, arising from two recent seminal court decisions: 

•Environmental Defence Society v King Salmon - NZSC 38 (2014)

•Man O War Station Limited v Auckland Council - NZHC 767 (2015)
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Identifying Outstanding Natural Features (‘ONFs’) and Landscapes (‘ONLs’)
What is a ‘natural’ landscape? 

The term ‘natural’ in relation to landscape has been discussed in a number of Environment Court decisions and 
is typically attached to landscapes that retain a relatively unmodified landform, areas of vegetation (particularly 
native), a presence of water and an absence of obvious human influence. Consistent with this endorsement, a 
‘natural’ landscape does not require a pristine indigenous environment. At base, it is the perception of ‘naturalness’ 
through which natural features or landscapes are identified. This can include parts of highly modified ecosystems 
(including farmland) where the landform remains relatively intact and the perceptions of human artefacts are 
limited. Both the King Salmon and Man o War decisions validate this view, noting that human engagement and 
intervention do not necessarily detract from or diminish the level of naturalness and, in some instances, can act to 
‘enhance the natural character of an area’ and contribute to a landscape’s intrinsic value. Put simply, some working 
rural landscapes can still be perceived as ‘natural’. 

Applying the threshold of Outstanding

The term ‘outstanding’ takes on the ordinary meaning of the word. Landscapes of this standing should therefore 
stand out from the rest in relation to the presence of important values, qualified as such by meeting objective 
criteria. Through this process, it should be readily apparent why an area or feature qualifies as outstanding. The 
Man o War decision clarifies that the threshold for determining whether or not an area qualifies as ‘outstanding’ has 
not changed as a result of the King Salmon decision. This means that areas which qualify as ONFs and / or ONLs 
should not be amended or redefined in response to the majority view on the meaning of protection expressed in 
the King Salmon decision. The protection of natural features and landscapes is a separate, but related, policy issue 
and should not form the basis for what qualifies as outstanding. 

What is the appropriate assessment scale of reference?

The Man o War decision finds that ONFs and ONLs need not be recognised through a national (or even regional 
or district) comparison. Whilst the RMA requires protection of ONFs and ONLs as a matter of national importance 
(s.6b), not all such areas will be nationally significant. This means that for a landscape or feature to qualify as 
outstanding, it does not necessarily need to stand out against other national exemplars. The Man o War decision 
also noted that the concept of ONL applied by the Environment Court to date has been developed at regional and 
district scales. 

Developing a standardised evaluation methodology

In applying thresholds for naturalness and outstandingness, as well as ensuring important values are recognised at 
an appropriate scale, it is increasingly evident that a national standard for landscape evaluation, on which to base 
objective value judgements, is required. This must recognise values which resonate with the community and/or Iwi 
in relation to the particular landscape or feature that has been assessed. Development of such a standard would 
also afford increased certainty for those engaged in the resource consent process. 

Currently there is no single recognised methodology for evaluating landscapes, with any such assessment largely 
influenced by the objectives of the valuation exercise and the responses of people who may value the same 
landscape in different ways. Notwithstanding this, best practice recognises that the process of attaching values to a 
landscape should be applied through the use of a consistent and coherent methodology forming judgements upon 
agreed landscape evaluation criteria. This has recently been clarified and reinforced further within the Landscape 
Guidance Note on the Quality Planning website . Further guidance can be developed to ensure the process of 
identifying important landscape values can inform subsequent landscape management decisions to avoid adverse 
effects. 

Managing Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes
Avoiding adverse effects

In applying Policy 15 of the NZCPS, the King Salmon decision found that the imperative to ‘avoid’ adverse effects 
of activities assumes its ordinary meaning of ‘to not allow’ or ‘prevent occurrence of’. This finding affects how 
planning instruments are developed, particularly in terms of the nature of the provisions drafted to meet this 
imperative (e.g. active management of appropriate activities vs prohibition). However, the decision also suggests 
that, in avoiding adverse effects, some activities with minor or transitory effects may be acceptable and that some 
use and development may also enhance natural values. In seeking to avoid adverse effects, this raises an issue in 
relation to the appropriateness of the many and varied activities associated with rural production (or other human 
induced modification), and the degree to which they should be managed within any area identified as an ONF or 
ONL. 
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Landscapes, by definition, accommodate a range of dynamic natural and cultural (human induced) processes 
which are perceived by humans. Ensuring that adverse effects on ONFs and ONLs are avoided requires an 
understanding of which natural and cultural processes are valued to ensure that these values are maintained 
or enhanced. Consequently, the continued function of natural or cultural processes which do not detract from or 
diminish the presence or perception of important landscape values cannot be determined to generate adverse 
effects. 

Put simply, avoiding adverse effects requires preventing the degradation of values which contribute to a landscape 
or feature being judged as both natural and outstanding, while recognising that dynamic natural and cultural 
processes will continue to operate. If, for example, farming activities with inconspicuous isolated buildings or 
structures contribute to part of the human induced processes which occur across an area of valued landscape, then 
the continuation of such processes may well be appropriate in that context. 

Enabling appropriate development

The King Salmon decision clarifies that the protection of ONFs and ONLs from inappropriate development does 
not infer protection from any development. In defining what constitutes inappropriate development, the meaning 
of ‘inappropriateness’ needs to be assessed by reference to what it is that is sought to be protected. Conversely, 
in determining what constitutes appropriate development in the context of ONFs and ONLs, particular attention 
needs to be directed towards the important, recognised values that underpin such areas. It is these such values 
that should form the specific focus of protection. The basis for identifying suitable, compatible activities therefore 
will largely depend on the extent to which it can be demonstrated that the establishment or continued operation of 
particular activities within these areas will not erode such important values. 

In essence, the ability to manage ONFs and ONLs so that important values and characteristics are protected and 
adverse effects are avoided requires clearly understanding and defining the key values which require protection. 
Furthermore, effective landscape management must recognise the practical reality that, in many instances, such 
areas form part of a dynamic environment in which cultural processes, such as farming, will continue to endure. 

AWARDED: 
Albion Square wins ‘Engaging Communities’ award
Albion Square won the ‘Engaging Communities’ category of the biannual 2015 New Zealand Community 
Boards Best Practice Awards.

The certificate and trophy, recognising this achievement, were accepted by the Lyttelton-Mt Herbert Community 
Board during the New Zealand Community Board Conference held in May.

In awarding the ‘Engaging Communities’ category, judges were looking for examples where:

•Community Boards have employed innovative approaches to consultation,

•Community Boards have addressed a community concern by partnering with another agency,

•Projects and initiatives highlight good relationships between Boards and Māori and/or other ethnic organisations.
Cont next page >
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After Lyttelton was devastated by the 2011 Christchurch earthquake, the Christchurch City Council recognised 
the need for a permanent public space and bought the land where the Albion Hotel once stood, to transform into 
a community space. Together, the Council and community developed a concept plan for the multi-use civic space 
incorporating local landscape and heritage interpretation, art in public places, relocation of the cenotaph and 
tangata whenua values. 

Following development of the concept plan, Boffa Miskell was engaged to provide landscape architectural services 
to develop the approved concept design, undertake the detailed design and oversee construction. Our landscape 
architects provided design leadership, with support from the Christchurch City Council project team. 

Phil Millar, Boffa Miskell Project Landscape Architect said, “It was a pleasure working closely with the Christchurch 
City Council to help deliver one of the first post-earthquake public realm spaces in Christchurch. The resulting place 
for local gatherings and reflection will be treasured by locals and visitors to Lyttelton for decades to come.”

The outcome is a contemporary civic space that has brought to life a number of actions in the Lyttelton Master 
Plan. Albion Square is a great example of design collaboration between the Council and community, resulting in a 
well-used civic space. Albion Square was officially opened in November 2014.

SUPPORTED: 
Boffa Miskell team releases Project Kiwi’s latest chick
Supporting, protecting and enhancing our kiwi population

As a sponsor of the Project Kiwi Trust, Boffa Miskell was involved in the release of a kiwi chick at the Kuaotunu 
Sanctuary on the Coromandel Peninsula earlier this month. The kiwi chick named ‘Tūrama’, meaning ‘to light’, was 
hatched and then reared for four months by Operation Nest Egg at Rainbow Springs in Rotorua. Now that Tūrama 
is big enough to fight off predators, Peter Hall, Katherine Muchna and Ben Clark safely accompanied the precious 
bird from the predator-free base back to his original home in the Kuaotunu Sanctuary.

To ensure the greatest comfort for Tūrama, the group waited until dark to head into the most sheltered part of 
the sanctuary for his release. After a few minutes of encouragement, Tūrama cautiously made his way into the 
bush. As a young chick, Tūrama will roam the area for a year or so before establishing his own territory within the 
Sanctuary.

Peter said “After learning about the work that goes into protecting the chicks prior to their release, it was a funny 
feeling letting him go out all alone, but the kiwi survival instinct will take over immediately… it was a fantastic 
experience”.

Boffa Miskell has, for a number of years, supported the Project Kiwi Trust which aims to enhance and safeguard 
the North Island brown kiwi population on the Kuaotunu Peninsula and Motutapu Island. We feel privileged to be 
involved in the preservation of our national bird.
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WELCOMED: 
Introducing Chris Ferguson
New to our Christchurch planning team is Senior Planner, Chris Ferguson, who brings with him valuable 
knowledge and work experience of the lower South Island.

Chris has been based in the South Island and the Queenstown Lakes District for most of his 18 years’ planning 
experience. He is highly experienced in the provision of planning and resource management services, having 
worked for both local government and private practice. 

Chris lives in Arrowtown and works for a part of the week in Christchurch. Dividing his time between these locations 
gives him the best of the lifestyle that Arrowtown offers, with the professional opportunities of Christchurch. 

Boffa Miskell has a long tradition of work in Queenstown, associated with some iconic projects and displaying, in 
Chris’ opinion, “the best examples of design and planning within this high country environment.” Because of his 
presence and continued work with the Queenstown Lakes, Chris hopes to further develop Boffa Miskell’s client 
base in the southern regions.

The demands of the Christchurch rebuild are a compelling opportunity for Chris to be involved in the 
implementation of the Government’s central city blueprint plan and the unique planning processes that have been 
established to facilitate the recovery. Chris has been involved in work for the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery 
Authority on planning for central city anchor projects, consenting development within the performing arts precinct 
and the management of global consents for land clearance on contaminated sites within the residential red zone. 

Much of his career has been within the private sector, most recently as a principal planner with AECOM in 
Christchurch. He previously spent 10 years working in Queenstown, including a three year period as director of his 
own company. In the Queenstown area, Chris’ work has covered a range of sectors including residential, education, 
environment and leisure related projects. 


