
Boffa Miskell Update 
June 2017

AUCKLAND │HAMILTON │TAURANGA │WELLINGTON │CHRISTCHURCH │QUEENSTOWN │SHANGHAI www.boffamiskell.co.nz

01

Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

PROJECT:
Waterview Connection
Underground and over-ground – connecting SH20 to SH16 with the Waterview Connection  
The Waterview Connection is the New Zealand Transport Agency’s most ambitious roading project to date and 
the final motorway connection required to complete Auckland’s Western Ring Route. It comprises twin 2.5km 
motorway tunnels plus associated connecting roading infrastructure and, at Great North Road in Waterview, a large 
interchange of ramps. 

Boffa Miskell has been responsible for leading the delivery of landscape architecture, urban design and 
architectural outcomes (with Warren and Mahoney) for the Well-Connected Alliance, which is responsible for overall 
delivery of the project. This work has included design input to all motorway structures and buildings; rehabilitation 
of open spaces including creek rehabilitation and re-alignment works, ecological restoration work and planting; 
construction of pedestrian and road bridges, sports facilities, two skate parks, a large playground, and a BMX track; 
installation of public art, signage and way-finding systems; and recognition of heritage and cultural areas.

The design utilised a palette of materials inspired by the patterns, colours and forms found in the local volcanic 
geology to recognise and augment the natural heritage around the suburbs of Mt Roskill, New Windsor and 
Waterview. Aspects of the motorway corridor, such as planting, noise walls, and structures, were designed to relate 
clearly with the surrounding landscape.
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The project has involved extensive stakeholder liaison with local community representatives and public interest / 
volunteer groups. Community liaison sessions were held regularly for design workshopping and for project updates. 
A series of open days, drop-in sessions and volunteer planting days kept the community informed and involved in 
the project. Community design workshops were held on all key aspects including the form, layout and appearance 
of all structures and new public facilities, and the arrangement of the new parks, stream rehabilitation works, 
planting and artworks. 

A network of over 10 km of shared paths and footpaths connect over-ground across the rejuvenated parks and 
reserves. The Waterview Shared Path, which traces over-ground the underground route of the tunnels, will become 
the final pedestrian and cyclist link between SH20 and SH16 and will further enhance the off-road network with 
side spurs to local roads and neighbourhoods and will also include artworks, interpretive signage and landscape 
finishing.

Our role
Urban Design, Landscape Architecture, Architecture, Creek Rehabilitation, Ecology, Stakeholder & Community 
Consultation, Iwi Engagement, Public Art, Heritage, Stormwater Design, Motorway Structures Design, Playground 
design, Skateparks and BMX, Sports Facilities, Parking, Signage and Wayfinding, Interpretive Signage, CPTED, 
Active Transport Modes, Coastal Boardwalks.

The Facts
Client The Well-Connected Alliance
Project team Sarah Collins, Alasdair Rigby, Mark Lewis, Caroline Patton, Alistair McCullough, Matt 

Henderson, Alex Smith, Kieran Dove, Heather Wilkins
Worked with Warren and Mahoney (sub-consultants to Boffa Miskell for Architectural work), The Well-

Connected Alliance, comprising of The NZ Transport Agency, Fletcher Construction, 
McConnell Dowell Constructors, Parsons Brinkerhoff, Beca Infrastructure, Tonkin & Taylor and 
Obayashi Corporation.

Project dates 2012 - 2017

Awards GEM Awards 2016 – Supreme Winner | Connecting with our Community | Teaming Up 
NZPI Best Practice Award - Consultation and participation strategies and/or processes

SPONSORSHIP: 
Partnering to protect biodiversity on Banks Peninsula
Boffa Miskell has teamed up with the Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust by becoming a gold sponsor of 
the community-driven organisation, which works to protect and enhance biodiversity in the area.
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INSIGHT: 
National Planning Standards
Do you work with RMA planning documents? Are you involved in providing advice to clients on the content 
of RMA plans/policy statements? If so, the proposed National Planning Standards will affect you.
The Government has commenced a two-year process to prepare a set of National Planning Standards, the purpose 
of which is to make plans and policy statements prepared under the Resource Management Act more consistent 
between councils, and easier to understand, prepare and comply with. Likely content includes plan format and 
structure, zones and overlays, definitions and mapping.

Information regarding the purpose, scope, development and implementation of the first set of proposed standards 
is now live on the Ministry for the Environment website. The site also includes a series of discussion papers and 
supporting research to stimulate discussion and feedback on the nature and extent of possible content.

The standards will have a significant influence on the nature and form of future plan-making and plan content. 
Given our extensive experience in preparing and administering plans we would be happy to discuss with you the 
opportunities and practical implications that introduction of the National Planning Standards will present.

For further information please contact Greg Vossler.

The trust works with landowners, agencies and the wider community to promote the conservation and 
enhancement of indigenous biodiversity and sustainable land management on Banks Peninsula. Through their 
ecological and community outreach programmes, as well as a covenanting programme which is creating a legacy 
for future generations, the trust is helping to create an environment where the community values and cares for the 
biodiversity and special character of Banks Peninsula. 

With the help of growing support from the corporate sector, the trust’s capacity to deliver its work has grown over 
the last 24 months. Our ecology team looks forward to supporting the trust in realising its goals over the next few 
years, by providing a range of ecological services and advice, including ecological surveys and the preparation of 
ecological management plans for covenants. 

“The work of the Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust is positive, inclusive, and fits well with our company values. 
We recognise the outstanding biodiversity values on Banks Peninsula, which is why our team is keen to assist the 
trust in the commendable work it is doing to promote the conservation and enhancement of indigenous biodiversity” 
says Scott Hooson, Boffa Miskell ecologist.
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PROJECT UPDATE: 
Repairing Kaikōura’s transport links
Work is continuing apace to fully reconnect Kaikōura’s road and rail links following the massively 
damaging 7.8 magnitude earthquake that shook the area in November last year. 
The earthquake, comprising a complex sequence of ruptures, was centred approximately 60 km south-west of 
Kaikōura township. Major transport routes in the South Island were closed due to slips and damaged infrastructure. 
While a number of roads have since re-opened, State Highway 1 on the coast north of Kaikōura still remains 
closed.

Due to the urgency, nature and location of the required reinstatement, the works were enabled under special 
legislation: – an Order in Council under Section 7 of the Hurunui / Kaikōura Earthquakes Recovery Act 2016. The 
North Canterbury Transport Infrastructure Recovery Alliance (NCTIR) was then formed to undertake the repair of 
both State Highway 1 and the rail line north and south of Kaikōura. 

Boffa Miskell has been engaged by the alliance to work on the reinstatements. Dr Leigh Bull is leading the ecology 
work-stream and Dr Tanya Blakely is the freshwater ecologist on the project. Landscape architects Bron Faulkner 
and Yvonne Pfluger are providing their expertise on the assessment and design aspects of the project. 

Leigh says the massive scale of damage along the coast combined with the goal to reopen the highway by the 
end of the year means it is a fast-paced project which continually presents new and challenging ecological and 
landscape issues to be resolved. Already, though, there has been a positive outcome. A rare unnamed rock daisy, 
which grows only on the rock faces above Ohau Point, was thought likely to have been wiped out by massive land 
slides. In a collaboration with the Department of Conservation it was discovered that plants had survived and a 
species rescue plan is already being implemented to assist the population recover. 
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COMMUNITY: 
Quail Island planting day
Our Christchurch office recently participated in a planting day to support the Ōtamahua/Quail Island 
Ecological Restoration Trust in its efforts to restore native vegetation on the island. 
Ōtamahua / Quail Island is in the middle of Lyttelton Harbour on Banks Peninsula. By assisting with restoration 
planting, the team was helping the trust restore a small part of the once great Banks Peninsula forest. The team 
planted around 500 plants, including kōhūhū, tī-kōuka, tōtara, kānuka and mānuka, before enjoying the opportunity 
to take a guided heritage walk around the island to learn a little more about its rich history. 

A key objective of the Ōtamahua/Quail Island Ecological Restoration Trust is to restore the native coastal forest and 
fauna on the island and provide a refuge for locally extinct, or rare and endangered species of Banks Peninsula. A 
small number of species have already been released onto the island and it is hoped that, in time, other rare plants 
and animals of the Canterbury region will be able to thrive there, in a place that is accessible to all who wish to see 
them. 


