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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

AWARDED:
Two awards for Pukaha Mount Bruce
Pukaha Mount Bruce National Wildlife Centre received two awards from the Australasian Zoo and 
Aquarium Association. Close to 200 delegates from 12 countries gathered for the conference, which was 
hosted by Wellington Zoo. 
Pukaha was awarded the small-scale exhibit award for its walk-through free-flight aviary which was opened in May 
2016. Boffa Miskell landscape architect Helen Baggaley produced the concept drawings for the aviary and Steve 
Dunn followed the project through the build phase.

Native birds move freely within the 40 by 20 metre forested space alongside visitors. The design includes 
interpretative signage that emphasises the importance of conservation by telling the story of species’ extinctions as 
well as explaining the conservation needs of surviving species. Currently, the aviary houses eight different wildlife 
species and is home to active breeding programmes for both Pateke and Whio. It is also host to many protected 
flora including the native kaka beak.

The aviary sits within the wider 942-hectare Pukaha Mount Bruce Reserve, just north of Masterton.

Dr. Helen Blackie was engaged by Pukaha Mount Bruce Board to develop a long term restoration plan for the 
remnant native forest immediately adjacent to the Wildlife Centre.  Helen has an ongoing role in advising the Board 
on its strategic objectives, and is working alongside Pukaha on the development of new, innovative technologies to 
monitor the reserve’s biodiversity (including CritterPic, a new camera tool for lizards and invertebrates).
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Helen says, “The restoration work at Pukaha has made significant achievements in forest recovery and community 
engagement. In terms of protection of our indigenous flora and fauna, they’ve achieved some fantastic results 
to date,  including greatly reduced pest numbers and several successful re-introductions of bird species to the 
reserve.”

Pukaha’s second award was for the Insitu conservation breeding programme for the North Island kokako. The 
successful kokako breeding programme at Pukaha now sees over 30 pairs of Kokako and another eight individual 
birds residing in the Pukaha forest.

Pukaha General Manager, Emily Court says. “It is one thing to know Pukaha provides wonderful experiences for 
visitors and contributes to positive outcomes for native New Zealand wildlife, but to be awarded for those efforts by 
industry peers is fantastic. Pukaha has made some significant progress in conservation over the years and I would 
like to acknowledge the vision and passion of our board and staff. Pukaha is such a taonga and we are committed 
to continuing this work.”

PROJECT: 
A Management Plan for Lindvart Park
Boffa Miskell has delivered a Draft Reserve Management plan for Lindvart Park in Kaikohe to the Far North 
District Council (FNDC).   
The draft plan, now under consultation, was prepared in association with Council staff and Kaikohe and Districts 
Sportsville. It considers current trends and demand in sport and recreational activities; and contains an action plan 
that allows FNDC and the community to prioritise and implement the requirements for facilities. Additionally, the 
draft plan reflects Lindvart Park’s history, environmental and geological factors, and input from local residents.

Community engagement included an interactive consultation day at the park in late 2017.

Project manager Lisa Mein says “The engagement process informed the draft plan; and the consultation process is 
another opportunity for residents to have their say about how they want the park to be used. An up-to-date Reserve 
Management Plan allows the use of Lindvart Park to be well-managed and guided by what the community wants. It 
will allow for further development of Lindvart Park so that a greater number of residents can enjoy the space.”
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INDUSTRY: 
2018 Urbanism New Zealand Conference
Our involvement began the day before the official opening, with a cycle tour around the waterfront led by 
Wellingtonians Jos Coolen and Marc Baily. Undeterred by the wet weather, a group of 13 keen peddlers hopped 
on their Onzo bikes and took in notable sites of urban development that have shaped the city in the past decades 
– including the Mount Victoria/Matairangi Lookout, which was redeveloped by Boffa Miskell for the Wellington City 
Council in 2007.

Jos said, “It became very clear how the e-bike has the potential to change the way people move around a city. On 
a rainy day you usually wouldn’t ride out to Shelly Bay or up to Mount Victoria for fun. This excited group of e-bikers 
proved that even on a day like this biking up to the Mt Vic lookout, which sadly did not have many views to offer, 
can be fun and easy. It was an amazing day with interesting people, good discussions and conversations on how 
cycling infrastructure and future changes in transport modes can change how cities will face transport issues in the 
future.”

At the conference itself, Christchurch-based urban designer Tim Church and landscape architect Debbie Tikao from 
Matapopore Charitable Trust used recent joint projects, including Victoria Square, to illustrate “The Business of 
Embedding Cultural Identity” through a process of consultation, thoughtful design and a commitment to represent 
indigenous values in the built environment.

Urban planner Marc Baily and landscape architect Brad Dobson from our Wellington office presented on the 
second day. Their seminar, “New Zealand’s Smaller Towns: Facing up to the Perfect Storm”, examined the 
challenges and oportunities facing the district councils and local boards in provincial centres, illustrated by Boffa 
Miskell’s successful work in towns like Hawera, Levin and similar locations.

Senior planner Jo Young said, “My favourite presentation was Rachael Cole and Joanna Brain from Tamaki 
Regeneration.  Their talk was called “What it Takes to Create a Community – Delivering Mixed Tenure Housing 
in Tamaki”.  The key takeaway I got from this was that this is not just a housing development. They’re seeking to 
create a social transformation on a number of levels,  with the main idea being that these communities should 
ensure that social housing doesn’t operate in a separate realm, and give reasons for the community to come 
together through shared spaces, schools and playgrounds.”

Our projects were well-represented in the poster presentation, with a joint entry from Boffa Miskell urban designer 
Stuart Houghton and George Weeks from the Auckland Council Design Office: “Valuing the Urban Realm: Testing 
Transport for London’s VURT Toolkit in Auckland” a notable stand-out.

At the Boffa Miskell stand, attendees were provided with pens and Post-its and asked to share their responses to 
“What should urbanism mean for New Zealand in the future?” which were added to an ever-evolving word cloud.
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Senior planner Nick Pollard said, “The conference had a great deal of passion and energy and reaffirmed the 
need to promote an expression of New Zealand urbanism. Some difficult questions were asked about current 
government policy settings with uncertainties expressed, on the back of a change of government and the 
opportunities this provides – will they be taken up?”

INORMED: 
Ecology Quarterly
The second edition of Ecology Quarterly has been published, highlighting the work done by our ecologists. 
In this issue Dr Sharon De Luca gives her opinion on the value of mangroves, find out about the White-
flippered penguin and protocols around native lizards, and meet Wellington team member Tessa Roberts. 
Click here to download the pdf>

http://blog.boffamiskell.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/ecology-quarterly-april-2018/EQ_hardcopy_Apr18.pdf

