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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

NZILA AWARDS:
Short-listed projects announced
The NZILA Awards judges have notified all projects that have been short-listed for the 2019 Resene New 
Zealand Institute of Landscape Architecture Awards. 
As a company, Boffa Miskell submitted a total of 14 projects across a number of categories including Park, 
Playground, Infrastructure, Urban Spaces, Institutional, Residential Multi-Unit and Project-based Landscape 
Planning.

Additionally, we were part of the joint entry for the Avon River Precinct; and named as a project partner on the entry 
for Waitangi Regional Park.
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Nine of our projects have been short-listed in their category:

Parks: Marine Parade (Napier) and Te Auaunga/Oakley Creek 
Playground: Anderson Park (Napier) and Mara Hupara 
Infrastructure: Waterview Connection, Avon River Precinct, and Rangiriri Paa 
Institutional: Passchendaele Memorial 
Multi-Unit Residential: Long Bay Masterplan 
Landscape Planning (Project): Waikeria Prison Landscape Management Plan

Five projects are short-listed for the Te Karanga o Te Tui Award, which acknowledges projects that demonstrate 
best practice Iwi engagement, design expression or adherence to Te Aranga principles: Te Auaunga/Oakley Creek, 
Mara Hupara Playground and Rangiriri Paa.

Te Onewa Pa and the Te Kakakura Retaining Wall and Signage were not short-listed in their category, but the 
judging panel elevated them into consideration for Te Karanga o Te Tui based on merit.

Te Auaunga/Oakley Creek, Mara Hupara Playground have been short-listed for the Sustainability Award.

Boffa Miskell Chief Executive Kerry Gupwell says, “The NZILA Awards celebrate excellence in landscape 
architecture, and over the past two years some truly impressive projects have been completed by a number of top-
quality practitioners.”

“We’re proud that our work is among those short-listed for these awards, and especially honoured to see five of our 
projects under consideration for the Te Karanga o Te Tui award.  As a company, we believe that Mātauranga Māori 
and Te Aranga Design Principles are complementary to modern design and environmental practices, and we strive 
to make these an integral part of our work.”

The 2019 NZILA Conference and Awards Dinner will be held in Christchurch in November. Boffa Miskell is 
sponsoring one of the international keynote speakers.

For more information contact Michael Hawes

OUR PEOPLE: 
Representing Pacific voices in Resource Management Practice
The Aotearoa Pacific Practitioners Group brings together planning and environmental practitioners with a 
Pacific heritage or association. Sarah Heritage and Melita Raravula are both members of the group.
It is projected that by 2026 Pacific Peoples will account for 10% of New Zealand’s population, an increase of 2.6% 
from 2013. Two-thirds of the Pacific population live within the Auckland Region and there is an increasing need 

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=marine-parade-redevelopment
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=te-auaunga-awa-oakley-creek-restoration
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=anderson-park-destination-playground
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=mara-hupara-playground
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=waterview-connection
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=avon-river-precinct-north-and-east-frame
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=rangiriri-pa-rehabilitation
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=new-zealand-memorial-garden-passchendaele-belgium
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=long-bay-urban-transformation-continues
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=prison-expansion-proposed
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=te-onewa-pa-stokes-point
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=kapiti-expressway-nears-completion
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=michael-hawes
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to understand the unique Pacific cultural capital of who we are, where we come from, how we think and work, 
the knowledge we bring, our values and our strengths, in order to create effective policy development for Pacific 
Peoples (Ministry of Pacific Peoples, 2018).

To contribute to this understanding of Pacific People in New Zealand, the Aotearoa Pacific Practitioners Group 
(APPG) was established in 2017 as a special interest group within the New Zealand Planning Institute (NZPI) 
to provide a representative voice for Pacific resource management professionals in Aotearoa. Melita Raravula, 
a planner in our Tauranga office; and Sarah Heritage, a planner in our Auckland office; are both members of the 
group.

“The APPG seeks to bring the Pacific resource management professionals of Aotearoa together, as a voice 
reflecting Pacific values of sustainable people and places in the wider Pacific region,” says Sarah.

Priorities of the group include: 
Encouraging and supporting knowledge-sharing through professional forums, 
Increasing the presence and voice of Pacific practitioners in resource management, and 
Connecting professional resource management networks of the Pacific region to create opportunities for 
collaboration and sustainable environments and communities.

The APPG are advocating for these Pacific values, and seeking to determine key planning principles which are 
reflective of Pacific values and will contribute to better planning outcomes for Pacific communities. In this way, the 
APPG seeks to provide Pacific planning principles for Pacific people, by Pacific people. 

Melita explains, “Given the increasing population and influence that Pacific communities are having within New 
Zealand, there is a fundamental need to collate our understandings and knowledge of Pacific values and the Pacific 
way.” 

“But in turn, these understandings and knowledge need to be shaped into planning principles that are process- and 
outcome-based,” Sarah adds.

A key aspect of developing Pacific planning principles is ensuring that Pacific Peoples’ information and evidence is 
captured and accepted as knowledge which can inform such principles.

In December 2018, a workshop was held to spearhead the development of the Pacific planning principles and 
focused on exploring the values that reflect the ‘Pacific Way’ and identifying what these mean, what they look like in 
terms of planning principles, and what they look like on the ground.

These values and their transformation into Pacific planning principles is an ongoing process and will continue as 
Pacific communities transform over time.

To elicit further interest and support of the Pacific planning principles, the APPG presented at the NZPI Conference 
in April 2019. The presentation focused on who the APPG are, the values upon which the group is based, and the 
progress made in developing the principles.

Over the coming year, the APPG is continuing to develop the Pacific planning principles into a document that can 
help professionals within the planning sphere to identify key issues and values for Pacific communities. This will 
contribute to the provision of spaces and places that reflect the interests of the Pacific people who engage with 
them.

For further information contact: Sarah Heritage or Melita Raravula

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/our-consultants.php#sarah-heritage
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/our-consultants.php#melita-raravula
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FEATURED PROJECT:
Opportunities within the floodplain
A creative approach to ecological infrastructure with Drury South Stormwater Wetland 1
Drury South Crossing is a 361-hectare subdivision in Drury, South Auckland, with over 80 hectares of open space.

The development will manage stormwater via a treatment train approach. Raingardens, tree pits, and swales lead 
to a large centralised wetland that will provide additional treatment for the 115 hectares of runoff from the new 
development.

This wetland is very large (approximately 3.5 hectares), and complex (sinuous design), located within the active 
floodplain of a major stream, situated between a significant ecological area and commercial precinct.

The wetland location within the floodplain is tightly constrained in all directions by the Hingaia Stream, balance 
of the flood plain area to the west and by the proposed commercial area to the East. This provided a number of 
design challenges for the project team.

This project challenged our thinking processes and explores a different design method embracing hydrological, 
cultural and physical challenges. Instead of working through the conventional process – Survey- Analysis-Design 
(SAD) we explored a different design approach by introducing a metaphor into the design process at an early 
stage. We began with a narrative about the tuna (long fin eel) in the Hingaia. These creatures are expected to 
benefit from the wetland, both in terms of habitat and water quality enhancement.

The representative forms of the tuna, provided by mana whenua artist Ted Ngataki, were applied and adapted 
to the functional forms required by the latest guidance material (GD_01 Stormwater Management Devices) for a 
‘sinuous wetland’.

The resulting forms and supportive patterning creates a mosaic of terrestrial, wetland and aquatic habitats, and 
provides a strong pattern of landforms and planting that can be viewed from the commercial precinct and explored 
by a network of paths.
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ECOLOGY QUARTERLY: 
Latest EQ
Insights and opinions from our consultants.
Read here >

http://blog.boffamiskell.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/ecology-quarterly-april-2019/EQ_hardcopy_Apr19.pdf

