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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

PROJECT:
Carlaw Park Student Accommodation
The student accommodation precinct exemplifies how employing urban design principles from a project’s 
inception can lead to a more consistent and interconnected final solution. 

Boffa Miskell has been involved in the development of Carlaw Park since the initial project inception and master 
planning stage. The team has provided expertise during the resource consent phase, master planning, concept 
design, detailed landscape design, material selection and specification, and has overseen construction throughout 
all stages.

The student accommodation precinct exemplifies how employing urban design principles from a project’s inception 
can lead to a more consistent and interconnected final solution.

Technical Leader Design, Rachel de Lambert says of the project, “It was vital to create strong links between 
buildings and open spaces, and to provide easy connections to the Auckland Domain, across to the University and 
city as well as to public transport, including the proposed Parnell rail station.

“The Carlaw Park Student Village is the latest part of the development to be completed. The high-density 
apartments sit within a new urban landscape that provides for the social and community activities of the residents. 
It has a strong community focus – the site offers a range of public, semi-public and private areas that are both 
social spaces and key circulation routes.”

Cont next page >
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ACCREDITED:
Independent Commissioners
Sharon de Luca, Leigh Bull and Craig Pauling have completed their ‘Making Good Decisions’ training, 
adding them to the group of Boffa Miskell people qualified to be appointed as independent RMA hearings 
commissioners.

Local authorities appoint commissioners for a range of reasons including adding to the breadth of knowledge on a 
hearing panel, avoiding conflicts of interest and relieving councils of heavy workloads. Often, councils will appoint 
Māori commissioners where a proposal is likely to affect water, places of importance to Māori or significantly 
affect Māori interests. Also, since the RMA was amended in 2009, Councils might have to appoint at least one 
independent commissioner after being requested to do so, in relation to notified resource consent applications, by 
applicants or submitters.

Commissioners must be current ‘Making Good Decisions’ certificate holders (see the list maintained by the Ministry 
for the Environment). Current Boffa Miskell certificate holders are: 

Catherine Clarke - Planner, Associate Partner

Craig Pauling - Kaiarataki; Te Hīhiri / Strategic Advisor, Māori

Ian Boothroyd - (Chairing Endorsement) Ecologist, Senior Principal 

Janine Bell - (Chairing Endorsement) Planner, Senior Principal 

Ken Gimblett - (Chairing Endorsement) Planner, Partner 

Dr Leigh Bull - Ecologist, Principal

Robert Schofield - (Chairing Endorsement) Planner, Partner 

Dr Sharon De Luca - Ecologist, Principal

For further information see the Ministry for the Environment list of current non-elected Making Good Decisions 
certificate holders or contact Craig Batchelar, Technical Leader, Planning.

Cont next page >
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APPROVED: 
Weaving together cultures, people and place
In the heart of Foxton, the proposed Te Awahou - Nieuwe Stroom Cultural and Community Centre will play 
a key part in revitalising the former river port town.

Underpinning the recently approved concept design is the theme of ‘weaving’ – weaving together a community, 
cultures, a town centre and its natural heritage.

Foxton originally developed during the nineteenth century as a bustling port and economic hub on the Manawatu 
River. The flax that grew in the vast wetlands of the Manawatu Plain had long been a resource for tangata whenua 
and became the basis of a thriving fibre export industry. The industry waned, however, and the Manawatu River 
became unnavigable. By the end of last century Foxton had become a backwater. 

Revitalising the town has been the focus of community visioning and long-term community planning over the last 
decade. In 2009, the local Māori and Dutch communities submitted a proposal for a multi-purpose museum facility 
that would weave together the two cultures and celebrate their role in the town’s unique heritage. Horowhenua 
District Council engaged our landscape architects to assist by evaluating site options and developing the Foxton 
Town Plan 2010. The Te Awahou site was identified as a pivotal area adjacent to the existing deMolen Windmill, the 
Flax Stripper Museum and Whare Manaaki. 

The Council bought the site and a business case was developed for a multi-purpose facility that would be both a 
world-class attraction and a community hub. Along with Bossley Architects, we were engaged to develop concept 
designs for the Te Awahou building and the external spaces, which the Council approved in principle in February 
2015. 

The main building will include multi-purpose gallery, performance, meeting and learning spaces as well as a library 
and café. The outdoor spaces will provide for an extension of the activities that will occur within the building, such 
as events and interpretation of Foxton’s cultural and natural heritage, a performance stage, and a plaza/lawn area 
for gatherings and pop-up events. 

“An important aspect of the concept design is the integration of the building 
with its surroundings, both functionally and physically,” says Boffa Miskell 
principal and landscape architect, Marc Tomes. “The new external environment 
will help ground the redevelopment of the building and maximise the 
experience and opportunities for the local community and its visitors. It’s all 
about reconnecting the town with the river, celebrating heritage and culture, 
and attracting people to Foxton.”

With concept designs now approved in principle, detailed design can begin. Cont next page >
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PUBLISHED: 
Public realm design adds value
How do we know economic benefit flows on from improving public urban spaces?

Good public realm design can measurably improve a public space. Most often recognised are the beautification 
and positive environmental and social outcomes but commercial benefits to local businesses are also tangible. 

In an article recently published in Commercial Design Trends (Vol.30, No.10A), Boffa Miskell landscape architect, 
Michael Hawes, discusses the need to incorporate features in public realm design that will add sustainable 
economic value for local businesses. This involves understanding the needs of the community and businesses, 
consideration of transport, services and amenities in the place. 

Michael summarises the post-completion evaluation of the Fort Street area upgrade (stage 1), designed by Boffa 
Miskell for Auckland Council. The upgrade was one of a series of streetscape upgrades undertaken in the Auckland 
CBD in recent years. The evaluation records significant actual and perceived improvements for surrounding 
businesses and properties. It demonstrates that long-term economic benefit can be an outcome of the design 
process, where adding economic value is an objective.

Cont next page >
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WELCOMED: 
Introducing Jade Wikaira
We are delighted to welcome Jade Wikiara to Boffa Miskell, in the newly created position of Kaiarataki; Te 
Hihiri - Strategic Advisor, Māori in our Wellington office. 

Jade is affiliated to Ngāti Tūwharetoa, Te Whanau-a-Apanui and Ngapuhi. She brings to her new role a wide 
understanding of Māori values, knowledge and a passion for te reo Māori, together with a wealth of experience in 
policy development, strategic planning, consultation and negotiation.

Over the last four years Jade was Ministerial Advisor to the Minister of Māori Affairs. She provided strategic and 
policy advice across numerous aspects of the Minister’s broad portfolio, and assisted him in meeting and consulting 
with many iwi. Previously, after completing her Bachelor of Planning, she had worked in policy and strategic 
planning positions with the Manukau City Council and Auckland Regional Council. She is currently completing a 
Masters of Business Administration. 

In her new role with us, Jade is focusing on meeting tangata whenua and Māori liaison officers at local authorities 
in the lower North Island to build upon the working relationships that Boffa Miskell has already established.

“I’m excited by the opportunities to develop relationships with iwi and 
to understand their aspirations,” Jade says, “I’m also very interested in 
community-led development and look forward to working with clients and 
colleagues in other disciplines to introduce Māori perspectives to projects, 
including greater use and understanding of te reo Māori. 
“Kei taku iti, kei taku rahi, tena koutou katoa.”


