
Boffa Miskell Update 
March 2017

AUCKLAND │HAMILTON │TAURANGA │WELLINGTON │CHRISTCHURCH │QUEENSTOWN │SHANGHAI www.boffamiskell.co.nz

01

Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

NEWS:
Sharing knowledge with paruauru (gardeners)
Meg Kane, from our landscape architecture team, shares her knowledge of garden design with households 
throughout the country via TV ONE’s Whanau Living show.  
Meg has co-hosted the gardening segment on Whanau Living for three years. Until now she has demonstrated 
easy gardening projects but this year she is sharing her expertise in designing a range of garden types, including 
coastal gardens, edible gardens and greenwalls, for viewers to apply in their own gardens. The 2017 season kicked 
off on Waitangi Day. 

Whanau Living is one of the first TV ONE shows aimed at a mainstream audience to incorporate Te Reo Māori as 
a key component, done in a way that is easily accessible to both Māori and non-Māori. Being part of the show has 
given Meg the opportunity to learn about rongoa (traditional Māori medicine) and Māori gardening techniques and 
to share this in an inclusive way.

“I feel like people are losing collective knowledge about gardening and growing their 
own food, which has previously been handed down through generations. It’s really 
satisfying to be able to pass on the knowledge that I have been given to people who, 
for whatever reason, have missed out and would like to know about basic gardening 
and food growing techniques,” reflects Meg.
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Whanau Living’s garden segment airs on TV ONE, Tuesdays at 10am. Previous episodes can be viewed on TVNZ 
on Demand or at www.whanauliving.co.nz/gardening/ 

For further information, contact Meg Kane on 09 359 5240

PROJECT UPDATE: 
Pop-up Hub generates Riverlink discussion
The Hutt River regeneration project, ‘Riverlink’, is moving towards a completed preliminary concept 
design.
The Riverlink project, which integrates flood management, city revitalisation and transport link improvements, has 
involved extensive community engagement to ensure the river transformation meets the needs of the people of 
Lower Hutt. Boffa Miskell is assisting with the consultation, urban planning and landscape design aspects of the 
project.

To keep the community informed about the project, a pop-up hub was positioned on the riverside in February, 
where residents were able to view the preliminary plans and provide feedback for the next design phase. The 
removal of willows to make way for the hub improved the visual and physical access to the river from the city 
centre, thereby helping the community visualise one of the core objectives of the Riverlink project – to connect the 
city to the river. 

Community design workshops to gather information from residents about what they would like to see from the 
project helped guide the design team during the preliminary concept design phase. The displays within the hub 
showed work-in-progress that reflected the community’s preferences, gathered via the workshops.

Along with Greater Wellington Regional Council’s need for improved flood protection, and the New Zealand 
Transport Agency’s desire for better transport options, Riverlink will deliver improved lifestyle options for residents 
through the revitalisation of the area under the Hutt City Council’s ‘Making Places’ strategy.

“The Riverlink project has many stakeholders and a wide community of 
interest in its many features. It is important for us to regularly ‘check in’ with 
everybody to show how we have responded to feedback and how we continue 
to iterate the design. It is also important that we maintain the public presence 
in this large scale project. It is the biggest public project in the Hutt Valley in 
a generation and the community needs to continue giving its voice of support 
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INSIGHT: 
Electric fishing: rescuing precious taonga
Electric fishing is a harmless technique used to survey freshwater fish populations. What exactly is 
involved? 
Our waterways are a national treasure, and so too are the freshwater fishes that inhabit our rivers, lakes and 
streams. Sadly, the majority of our native fishes are threatened or at risk of extinction, which means a critically 
important part of Boffa Miskell’s work is understanding fish distributions through surveys and monitoring, and 
undertaking fish rescues. Using an electric fishing machine is a key tool that enables our ecologists to efficiently 
and effectively survey or catch freshwater fish without harming or killing the precious taonga.

Electric fishing is a technique used by our specially trained and certified ecologists. Two people are involved: 
a ‘fisher’ and a ‘catcher’. The fisher carries an electric fishing machine, mounted as a backpack. The machine 
generates an electric current that the fisher passes through the water using a hand-held ‘wand’. The current 
temporarily stuns nearby fish, interrupting their ability to swim away, so that they float in the water. The catcher 
positions a net downstream to capture the floating fish before they recover. 

The captured fish are held for a short time in a bucket of stream water so they can be easily identified and 
measured. Usually, they are then released back into the stream or, in some situations, relocated to other suitable 
habitat if required because a waterway is to be piped, filled or temporarily affected by nearby works.

The effects of electric fishing on fish are very temporary – in fact, fish can recover within just a few seconds – 
and mortality is very uncommon. We keep a record of any fish mortalities, as well as a full record of the species 
and number of fish captured using electric fishing. This information is reported annually to the Department of 
Conservation, Ministry of Primary Industries and Fish and Game. 

All our Boffa Miskell personnel who are involved in electric fishing have completed training and are certified to use 
the technique. We also use other techniques to capture freshwater fishes, such as a variety of hīnaki / fyke nets, 
other traps and nets, and night spotlighting. Boffa Miskell has strict safety operating procedures in place for any 
work with electric fishing machines, and all of our electric fishing work involves notifying iwi and hapū to include 
manawhenua in our work.

to ensure that it is heard loud and clear by the project governance groups 
of councils and committees that are responsible for funding,” explains Marc 
Baily, Boffa Miskell urban planner.

The community will have another chance to view the plans when the pop-up hub returns again in March.

For further information please contact Marc Baily.
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Our ecologists are very aware that our native fish are taonga and take great care to handle the fish as little as 
possible. Gaining knowledge on the location of native fishes is critical in ensuring their habitat is protected and 
enhanced, and having an effective technique like electric fishing is essential in being able to quickly rescue fish 
during construction and drain clearance programmes. 

If you want to know more about electric fishing or our previous work record in using this technique, please contact 
one of our ecologists listed below.

For further information please contact Dr Tanya Blakely, Dr Vaughan Keesing, Dr Sharon De Luca or Ian Boothroyd

SPONSORSHIP: 
Art in the landscape
We talk to one of our board members, John Goodwin, about what’s involved in helping to organise a 
popular sculpture trail on Waiheke Island. 
What is the Headland Sculpture on the Gulf exhibition?
It is a biennial outdoor temporary sculpture exhibition, associated with a two-kilometre walk around Matiatia 
Bay on Waiheke Island. It is a non-profit event owned by the Waiheke Community Arts Trust and run by a small 
management team and a board of directors. 

What is your role and why did you get involved?
I’ve volunteered my services, as the Director of Community Engagement and Consents, responsible for providing 
technical advice, assisting with planning and obtaining the resource consents needed for this year’s event. 
For me, the exhibition represents a synergy between my professional and personal interests. As a landscape 
architect, I specialise in evaluating landscape and visual effects, advising on site and route selection, and providing 
integrated design solutions on a range of projects in both rural and urban settings. I’ve worked with a number of 
artists through my career and feel that by placing of fascinating artwork in the Waiheke landscape a wonderful 
combination of visual experiences can be created. 

What is involved in gaining consents?
With around 50-60,000 people participating in the walk this year, a lot of pressure is put on the Waiheke 
infrastructure, so the organisational team face a multi-faceted approval process, that requires working with the 
board, local iwi, the community arts trust, ATEED’s event management team and Auckland Council’s consents 
team. Needless to say, health and safety considerations are an important aspect as well as logistics.

There were sensitivities around ground disturbance, which could result from installing some artworks and the 
pavilion, because Matiatia Bay is an important ancestral area for the local iwi, Ngati Paoa, containing a number of 
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waahi tapu and urupa sites. As part of Boffa Miskell’s in-kind sponsorship, our cultural advisor Eynon Delamere 
assisted in consulting with the iwi to work through these potential issues and our GIS specialist, Sandeep Gangar, 
produced the maps that were used for consent and communications plans to iwi and council.

What do you think about the exhibition’s future?
The standard of artworks is constantly improving and the event has established a great reputation after 8 events 
since its inception in 2003. It’s a big job coordinating the selection of artists. From around 250 expressing interest 
for this year’s event just 34 were finally selected by a committee of arts and cultural experts. From sourcing artists, 
to gaining resource consents, obtaining the finances to run the event and the event management itself, each 
exhibition is two years in the making. The purchase of sculptures contributes to the financial viability of the event, 
along with sponsorship and donations, with any proceeds going back into the Waiheke Community Arts Trust.

We’re pleased to be supporting such a dedicated team which, with the help of local volunteers, makes a day out on 
the sculpture trail a popular and inspiring event.

For further information please contact John Goodwin

NEWS: 
A beautiful road
Locals using the newly opened Mackays to Peka Peka (M2PP) section of the Kāpiti Expressway are seeing 
their district from a new perspective and appreciating the extensive environmental enhancements. 
The $630 million 4-lane expressway, which is now part of State Highway 1, was officially opened on 16 February, 
a week before it opened to traffic. Transport Minister, Simon Bridges, described it as “literally the best road in New 
Zealand”. 

The 18-kilometre expressway was constructed by the M2PP Alliance to whom Boffa Miskell was responsible for 
the landscape, urban design and ecological aspects, including the mitigation measures. These measures include 
a 140-hectare swathe of new planting bordering the sweeping curves of the new road, 10.5 hectares of restored 
or created wetlands, 6 km of stream riparian planting,16 kilometres of a shared pathway for cyclists, walkers and 
horse-riders, and ‘hard landscape’ components, such as the bridge abutment faces, noise-attenuation walls and 
retaining walls that reveal attention to high quality detailed design. 

After seven years’ of multi-disciplinary work on the project from the early scoping and consenting stages, the Boffa 
Miskell team were very pleased to hear positive comments from members of the public who explored on foot, bus 
and cycle at the ‘Kāpiti Coast Expressday’ before the road opened to traffic. Bron Faulkner, our M2PP detailed 
design team leader, says the new alignment has opened up new panoramas of the area that people have not 
before experienced, including new perspectives on Kāpiti Island and Kāpiti escarpment as well as the new green 
corridor. 
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“People were commenting on how beautiful it was. That gave us a real buzz, 
because it has always been our objective to deliver to the local community a 
legacy environment that will bring out the special character of the Kāpiti Coast 
and enable people to get out and enjoy it.” 

For further information please contact Bron Faulkner


