
Boffa Miskell Update 
May 2019

01
AUCKLAND │HAMILTON │TAURANGA │WELLINGTON │CHRISTCHURCH │QUEENSTOWN | DUNEDIN     www.boffamiskell.co.nz

Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

APPOINTMENT:
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL REINSTATEMENT TEAM
Boffa Miskell is one of the key consultants appointed to undertake the reinstatement of Christ Church 
Cathedral and will oversee the urban design and landscape architecture components. 
Led by landscape architect Nik Kneale, a senior principal in the Christchurch office, the team includes urban 
designers Tim Church and Dhanesh Amerasingam, and landscape architect Gabe Ross.

Boffa Miskell’s office is just across the Ōtākaro Avon River from Cathedral Square, and with team members 
having fond memories of their time in and around the cathedral, Nik says being part of this project is particularly 
meaningful.

Within the perimeter fence, significant trees, memorials and a range of built features remain. As with other post-
Earthquake projects, the design team will seek to balance the heritage aspects with new interventions.

“Cathedral Square is the geographic centre of the planned city, with Christ Church Cathedral being at its heart,” 
says Nik. “The relationship between the cathedral and its context is of pivotal importance, and will be a focus for 
our work. While the ruin has become a symbol of the destructive Canterbury Earthquakes, now is the time to look 
ahead to the Cathedral once again being a prized part of the city’s fabric.”

Project partners include Warren and Mahoney Architects; heritage consultants Salmond Reed Architects; award-
winning Norwegian architectural firm Snøhetta; and Holmes Consulting for structural engineering.

Cont next page >

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=nik-kneale
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Boffa Miskell has been deeply involved with the post-earthquake rebuild of Christchurch, beginning with its role 
as leader of the Blueprint 100 Consortium in 2012 and through to recent projects like the restoration of Victoria 
Square.

“We’re a Christchurch-based practice. Boffa Miskell started here and has always been here. We’re coming into this 
with a significant portfolio of work in the central city, both pre- and post-earthquake,” says Nik.

“We’ve been involved with interventions and activations around the Square during the past years; so we feel a real 
connection to the place. We’re very honoured to be part of this, and looking forward to getting started.”

For further information contact Nik Kneale, Tim Church, Dhanesh Amerasingam or Gabe Ross

OUR PEOPLE: 
Partner and Associate Partner Appointments
Consultants in landscape architecture, planning and ecology are named Partners and Associate Partners 
for 2019.  
Hamish Wesney is a planner, and the Managing Principal of our Wellington office and has a wealth of experience 
working in the realms of district plans, subdivision matters and environmental issues from a local authority point of 
view, which is an invaluable perspective when working with our clients. Hamish joined Boffa Miskell in 2004.

Vaughan Keesing: Vaughan is a senior ecologist in our Wellington office who specialises in freshwater ecology 
and restoration of New Zealand flora and fauna. Since joining the company in 1998, Vaughan has been involved 
in several  iconic projects including MacKays to Peka Peka Expressway (M2PP) and Duck Creek subdivision and 
stream diversion and restoration.

Mark Lewis: Mark is a landscape architect who joined Boffa Miskell in 2004. Based in our Auckland office, he has a 
strong reputation both internally and externally for water sensitive design, bioengineering, catchment management, 
and ecological restoration. Mark is the project lead for Te Auaunga/Oakley Creek.

Rebecca Ryder: Rebecca joined Boffa Miskell in 2001 and is a landscape architect based in our Tauranga office. 
She has a strong background in landscape planning and landscape design along with Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) assessment. Highly skilled in consultation and community engagement, her recent 
project work includes the Waikato District Landscape Study.

Morné Hugo: Based in Tauranga, Morné is a landscape architect who joined Boffa Miskell in 2007. His experience 
ranges from subdivision design, master planning of housing developments, urban design and detailed design of 
public and private realm projects.

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=nik-kneale
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=tim-church
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=dhanesh-amerasingam
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=gabe-ross
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=hamish-wesney
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=vaughan-keesing
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=mark-lewis
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=rebecca-ryder
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=morne-hugo
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Partners and Associate Partners play a leading role in the sustainability, growth and development of the company 
as trusted advisors to our clients.  In addition to their consultancy roles, they contribute to setting the overall 
company direction with the Board, and confirming key appointments and promotions.

“These new appointments to the partner group represent the interdisciplinary nature of Boffa Miskell, and our 
commitment to being trusted advisors for our clients,” says Chief Executive Kerry Gupwell.

“Landscape architecture, planning and ecology are at the foundation of the work we do, and these consultants 
have more than demonstrated the qualities and values we look for in our Partners as well as being excellent 
ambassadors for the company. They are highly regarded by our clients and project partners, and by their peers. 
I am delighted to confirm their appointments, and look forward to the contribution they’ll make to the continued 
evolution and growth of Boffa Miskell.”

INDUSTRY EVENTS: 
Boffa Miskell at the 2019 IAIA Conference
The 2019 IAIA Conference in Brisbane asked “Evolution or Revolution: What’s next for Impact 
Assessment?” Boffa Miskell ecologists attended and presented at this international symposium.
Environmental assessment (EA) is the appraisal of the environmental consequences — positive and negative — of 
a plan, policy, or project prior to the decision to move forward with the proposed action.

Most of Boffa Miskell’s work in landscape and urban design, planning, and landscape planning, has some measure 
of environmental impact; and these impact assessments (IA) are among the primary activities of Boffa Miskell 
ecology consultants.

Sarah Flynn and Ian Boothroyd  joined with other practitioners at the IAIA (International Association for Impact 
Assessment) conference in Brisbane to ask whether there are ways for impact assessment to be more effectively 
used in decision-making, or if a revolutionary remake of the IA approach is required.

“We were particularly interested in hearing the new updated Environmental and Social Framework for IA that 
has been launched by the World Bank,” says Ian. “Extensive consultation over five years has led to the revised 
framework with the most radical change occurring in social impact criteria. For example, the loss of ecosystem 
services is now included as a social impact and not just an environmental matter.”

Ian was part of the panel debate: Is Impact Assessment a blunt tool for Biodiversity? Yes or No?

The debate between Ian and environmental advisor Juan Quintero considered that although Impact Assessment 
is widely promoted as a tool to safeguard biodiversity, much of the world’s biodiversity continues to slide towards 

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/our-consultants.php
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=sarah-flynn
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=ian-boothroyd
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extinction, and whether IA is a good tool for safeguarding biodiversity or not; and if not, how it needs to change.

Ian argued that Biodiversity IA is a sharp tool with inadequate scope and management of development projects; 
while Juan argued that Biodiversity IA is a blunt tool in an Impact assessment process. The debate was entertaining 
and informative, and in a break from formal debate format, the audience was invited to join in. The vote was taken 
by participants choosing a Yes or No side of the room to sit. Juan narrowly won the debate, but it was agreed that 
IA in general is not a static tool and requires continuous improvement in line with changes in societal values.

Sarah and Ian jointly presented “Biodiversity Offsets using Whole of Landscape Management” as part of a session 
Seeing the Forest for the Trees: Are offsets the panacea?

The session focused on the pros and cons of offsets and raised issues with their application and their success. 
Sarah’s contribution touched on some evident issues that led to some debate during the discussion period. Offsets 
are still finding their feet in New Zealand and the conference has provided many insights into how offsets are used 
internationally.

Sarah says, “It is refreshing to know that language and teething issues with biodiversity offsets and compensatory 
mechanisms that we find in New Zealand reflect those of the international sector. Clearly there are still challenges 
ahead regarding how we approach environmental outcomes and the application of the mitigation hierarchy and 
offsets in New Zealand.”

IA in New Zealand: Lessons and Strategies to Enhance Practice was the subject of another discussion examining 
what can be learned from IA practice at project and strategic level to improve future practice, given the increasing 
pressure on the New Zealand environment

Ian talked to areas of contention in ecological impact assessment such as the language of mitigation, the focus 
on transactional outcomes vs environmental outcomes, the use and shortcomings of New Zealand’s approach to 
adaptive management and the emerging use of biodiversity offsets.

Ian says, “Biodiversity offsets are emerging as an important biodiversity management tool in New Zealand.  But 
although offsets are a well-established mechanism internationally, there is still much debate and controversy 
of their use, and on the need and the nature of the ‘currency’ for offsets, with a recognition that metrics of 
measurement need to be simple enough to understand but must reflect the complexity of the ecosystem – which is 
almost counter-intuitive. It turns out that the New Zealand experience is little different from the issues internationally 
on the use and application of offsets.”

The four-day event attracted IA practioners, including ecologists — academics, government and NGO 
representatives and consultants — from around the world.

Discussions and Q & A sessions after each presentation reflected the broad international spread of the audience, 
Sarah says.

“It’s a real opportunity to learn from each other, and recognise the common challenges we all face. It was good to 
see that New Zealand is seen as a leading light in natural resource management — although as professionals, we 
acknowledge that there will always be the need and desire to improve our practice.”

The overall theme of the conference was Impact Assessment: Evolution or Revolution? and final plenary of 
the conference saw eight young practioners give their view on the way forward, before a vote was taken in the 
audience usinthe conference app. The result showed that a gradual and incremental improvement in IA practice 
through ‘evolution’ was narrowly favoured over a more abrupt ‘revolutionary’ change.

Ian says that amongst the New Zealanders present, after reflecting on the ‘Evolution vs Revolution’ question, 
the group came to the conclusion that New Zealand had its ‘revolution’ with the introduction of the Resource 
Management Act in 1991, which is still regarded as a leading light of legislation internationally; and that we are 
continuing to improve our practice through gradual ‘evolution’.

He added, “Whether these changes can keep up with the rapidly developing world is a question that all of us might 
want to consider…”

For further information contact Ian Boothroyd or Sarah Flynn

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=ian-boothroyd
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=sarah-flynn
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AWARD-WINNING PROJECT: 
Foxton Beach Pump Track
Foxton Beach’s popular pump track has been awarded Active Park of the Year at the Recreation Aotearoa 
2019 New Zealand Parks Awards.
Active Park of the Year recognises an active adventure or sports park with an outstanding natural environment. 
Applicants must demonstrate innovation; community engagement in the development or operation of the 
park; overall excellence; achievement of intended goals; budgetary efficiency and effectiveness; and financial, 
environmental and social sustainability.

Horowhenua District Council Parks and Property Lead North, Sean Hester, acknowledged Boffa Miskell and project 
manager Brad Dobson’s role and says the award is official recognition of what has been a very successful project.

“This a very pleasing result for all concerned, and I just wanted to thank Boffa Miskell for your part in this win, in 
terms of the landscape design that you undertook for our team at the Pump Track. It has certainly contributed 
substantially to the overall project, and helped us achieve this award. Thanks for your efforts Brad, much 
appreciated.”

In accepting the award, Mr Hester said the achievement had been “a team effort”.

“The expertise of Southstar Adventures has been invaluable, as have the contributions from other contributors who 
looked after the landscaping, design, pathways and amenities – Recreation Services, Boffa Miskell, and Caldow,” 
he said.

“We’d also like to acknowledge the input and support from members of the Foxton Beach community during the 
public engagement process. This project has been a true partnership.”

David Roache, Chair of the Foxton Community Board agreed.

“It’s a great asset for our community, bringing economic as well as recreational benefits. The track is buzzing on 
the weekends and during school holidays, and owners of local motor camps and cafes in Foxton Beach have been 
very positive about it, saying they’ve experienced increased patronage since it was built.”

For more information contact Brad Dobson

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/our-consultants.php#brad-dobson

