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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

PROTECT:
Lizard protection in action
How do we manage the effects of development on native wildlife? One way is to move animals out of 
harm’s way, during construction, into specially created habitats. 

This month, our ecology team, together with planting contractor, NativeAwa, prepared and planted just such 
accommodation for lizards before construction starts on the Ruakura development. 

Our ecologists had previously prepared comprehensive lizard management plans when Boffa Miskell assisted 
Chedworth Properties Ltd and Tainui Group Holdings to plan for the Ruakura development. The plans, required to 
obtain permits from the Department of Conservation, ensure lizards will be moved to suitable habitat prior to work 
starting on each development stage. The first lizard home has been created on nearly 300m² in Chelmsford Park 
that the Hamilton City Council has made available beside Council’s earlier restoration planting area. 

A range of materials were used to ensure a healthy new habitat that imitates a lizard’s natural environment. Woody 
material, including logs salvaged from the development site, leaf litter and plants that produce lizard-preferred fruit 
were brought to the site, and the planting area will be allowed to grow long grass. This will encourage terrestrial 
insects for food and cover for the lizards to protect them from predators.

Cont next page >
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CONSTRUCT:
Bringing Waterview into play
When designing a playground, who better to ask for inspiration than children? 

Children at Waterview Primary School proved more than up to the task when they brainstormed ideas for a new 
playground, now being constructed in Waterview as part of the NZ Transport Agency’s Waterview Connection 
project. The project, which will complete Auckland’s Western Ring Route motorway, includes a number of features 
designed to benefit local communities.

The children were asked to imagine going to a planet full of playgrounds, then describe the one they would visit 
daily and explain why. Their responses were highly imaginative, according to Boffa Miskell Landscape Architect, Al 
Rigby. 

“There were strong themes of water play, risk taking and edible landscapes as well as the usual parks elements 
of slides, swings and roundabouts. Some ideas were so creative they proved a real challenge to translate into 
buildable structures but that was the fun of it!“

The project has been endorsed by the Hamilton community and the local hapu welcomed the project team onto 
the land with a karakia at the beginning of planting day. Once established, Hamilton City Council will continue to 
maintain the area and signage will highlight the special purpose of the site for park users.

Boffa Miskell ecologist, Louise Saunders, says recovering New Zealand’s native lizards from land development 
sites helps protect lizard populations, which have declined dramatically as a result of habitat loss and 
fragmentation. In comparison with other species, New Zealand’s lizard populations grow slowly and are severely 
impacted by predators such as rodents and domestic cats. Loss of lizards affects the wider ecosystem as lizards 
have a role in pollination and seed dispersal. 

“It’s great to see wildlife values being recognised in resource management, 
resulting in proactive measures like this. It’s important to be out on the 
ground managing the effects so that we retain these lizards and their role in 
the ecosystem. We’re grateful that Hamilton City Council allowed us to use 
Chelmsford Park, and pleased that the developers have embraced the project 
as a stepping stone to the extensive habitat creation work underpinning the 
entire Ruakura development.”

The first lizard transfer to the site took place in October using the existing habitat. The new habitat will have 
approximately six months to establish prior to the second round of lizard transfers from Ruakura in early 2016.
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Boffa Miskell designed the playground to a design brief established by the Auckland Council Parks team and is now 
overseeing its construction on behalf of the Well Connected Alliance, which is building the Waterview Connection. 

The final design has a water based theme in response to the coastal location. It includes a tower slide with views 
out towards the harbour, sandpit areas and two water play spaces including sprayers, water cannons, dams, 
weirs and channels in which water can be diverted before it falls into planted rain gardens and swales. Al says a 
conscious decision was made to create a play area with a more natural feel and colour scheme to contrast with and 
complement the brightly coloured playground, recently completed at nearby Kuaka Reserve which Boffa Miskell 
was also involved in.

Additional features, desired by the local community and funded by the Albert Eden Local Board, have also been 
incorporated, including more water play elements, barbeques, a fale for shade and a sculptural waka feature.

The playground will cater for toddlers through to youth age groups, with tunnelled mounds separating the play 
areas. Play elements have been selected to provide for challenge and social interaction, such as a three metre 
climbing wall and inclusive features such as a sensory bridge and basket swings. A circulating path caters for 
young riders and scooters. 

Together with adjacent basketball, volleyball and netball training courts, it is on track to open in summer 2015/16 – 
an ideal time to let the kids – and their imaginations – run loose! 

Cont next page >

PROJECT UPDATE: 
Leading role in South Taranaki district plan review
The key to success in managing a district plan review is a close working relationship with the council and 
a collaborative consultation process.

This was certainly the case when Boffa Miskell was engaged by the South Taranaki District Council to assist with 
their district plan review.

“The council had a clear understanding about which aspects of the existing district plan were working well and 
which required improvement. Its small planning team had limited policy experience, though, so sought Boffa 
Miskell’s help,” says Boffa Miskell planner and project leader, Hamish Wesney. “We quickly developed a team 
approach that optimised our combined knowledge and skills.” 

After scoping the issues that needed to be addressed and the extent of review required, each chapter in the plan 
was systematically reviewed. In a series of workshops with the councillors, the current district plan’s effectiveness 
was assessed, and options for new/revised approaches, as well as recommendations and draft provisions 
considered. 

“There was a high level of participation in the workshops by the mayor and councillors, so there was a lot of 
engagement at the political level and the opportunity for thorough debate,” Hamish recalls. “We really enjoyed 
working in this way and, of course, the aim was to try and resolve as many issues as possible in advance of the 
formal notification process.” 
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With that in mind, Boffa Miskell consulted a wide range of stakeholders about the key issues and options for each 
topic and, later, invited their comment on the draft provisions – resulting in positive engagement and constructive 
feedback. The council also wanted affected people to be made aware of any newly proposed provisions so that 
solutions could be found, where possible, to avoid potential for undue burden.

Tailoring the plan provisions to the context of the South Taranaki District was another important aspect. The 
district’s urban environments, for instance, required a highly permissive approach to address economic challenges 
facing small towns. Boffa Miskell urban planners had already been working with the council on a town centre 
strategy for Hawera, so the proposed plan provisions were correspondingly geared towards flexibility and 
minimising obstacles to new uses. A similar approach was taken with the district’s smaller service towns.

Also important in the plan review, was how to manage the land-based activities of the oil and gas industries, which 
are second only to farming in the district’s economy and are governed by a complex regulatory framework. The 
challenge facing the council was that the location of oil and gas activities cannot easily be predicted, so zoning or 
other location-based approaches were not an option. Instead, applicants will have to prove that the effects of their 
activities will be acceptable.

South Taranaki also has a long coastline with infrastructure for offshore drilling, potential windfarm development 
and small communities. Boffa Miskell assessed and mapped the extent of the coastal environment and outstanding 
natural features and landscapes. The relevant coastal provisions were updated to meet the requirements of the 
New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010. 

Just over 100 submissions were received on the proposed plan, which was notified in August this year. For a full 
plan review, this relatively small response and the range of positive comments indicates that the collaborative 
consultation process is now paying dividends. Further consultation will occur at pre-hearing meetings in early 2016, 
to find solutions where possible, before the formal hearings. 

COLLABORATE: 
Collaborative engagement aims to enhance flood mitigation project
A collaborative design and engagement process will help achieve multiple benefits from the widening and 
restoration of 1.3 km of Te Auaunga Awa (Oakley Creek) in Mount Roskill, Auckland.

Te Auaunga Awa stormwater project is intended to address significant flooding issues in Mt Roskill by transforming 
Te Auaunga Awa (Oakley Creek), through Underwood and Walmsley Reserves. Auckland Council has engaged 
Boffa Miskell and AECOM New Zealand as the project design team.

The project has progressed to the detailed design phase which involves a series of workshops to capture the 
aspirations of project partners and stakeholders, while also considering feedback from public submissions 
and interest groups. During this next stage of the project, which will extend until early 2016, we aim to achieve 
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INSIGHT: 
The Cycle of Change
What is the role for urban planning, urban and landscape design when it comes to changing for cycling in 
our towns and cities? Marc Baily, one of three Boffa Miskell people who attended the recent Asia-Pacific 
Cycle Congress in Brisbane, reflects on this question.

To our knowledge, we were the only combination of planners, urban designers and landscape architects in 
attendance – the rest were government politicians, engineers, interest group representatives and product suppliers.

We went because Boffa Miskell supports cycling as a way of getting around and as an experiential and recreational 
pursuit – it’s healthy, it’s clean and it makes for more people-oriented towns and cities. Providing for cycling, 
especially retrofitting cycling infrastructure into existing urban places, is not easy so we were interested to see 
what other places were doing. No one seemed to have the answer, but four key ‘ingredients to success’ were of 
particular interest to us.

integrated design outcomes with our design partners for the numerous project elements, including:

• flood mitigation works; 

• ecological rehabilitation of Te Auaunga Awa;

• upsizing of Sandringham Road culvert to improve stormwater capacity;

• two new road bridges at Beagle Avenue and Richardson Road

• two new pedestrian bridges, and 

• upgrades to shared paths and playgrounds for the Underwood, Walmsley, and Owairaka Reserves. 

Additional benefits will include the ongoing potential for intensified housing development in the catchment, and the 
extension of what is becoming a regionally significant ‘river park’ along Te Auaunga Awa. The enhanced reserves 
will incorporate restored native habitats, walking and cycle ways, as well as opportunities for play, food gathering, 
and learning for the local community.

Collaboration has been key throughout the duration of this project, bringing together many diverse stakeholders 
such as many units within Auckland Council, Mana Whenua, Watercare, Auckland Transport, Housing New Zealand 
Corporation, community groups, schools, and artists. 

Wider project outcomes will include community business development, work-to-employment schemes that will 
benefit disadvantaged and unemployed youth, and broader community outreach programmes through schools, 
community organisations, and open days.

Construction is expected to occur between 2016 – 2018.

Cont next page >
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1. Allocating public space

If cycling is to be recognised and provided for in a meaningful way, the big question in our towns and cities is how 
to decide to allocate some road reserve space to accommodate it. As planners and designers, we think of this 
space as public. Changing the way it is apportioned to the different modes of movement requires reviewing and 
changing expectations over time for the functions of these public spaces – movement, amenity, public life and so on. 

The model of separate cycle infrastructure seen in European cities is easier to introduce when building new places 
or connections, such as large public spaces (e.g. Auckland’s waterfront) or new highways (e.g. MacKays to Peka 
Peka expressway in Kapiti). Retrofitting existing streets is harder, though. Issues around space allocation, parking, 
and safety are hot topics for debate and will continue to be so, as not everyone will ever agree. We, as planners 
and designers, can contribute by helping to clarify the intent of our city street spaces. If it becomes an argument 
just about cycling infrastructure it misses the point about what kind of place we want to live in – both now and into 
the future – and how our public space will be configured to deliver. 

2. Communication 

There is no doubt that successfully developing cycling infrastructure depends on describing what will change 
and the benefits. At Boffa Miskell we’re good at this – at using communication tools and facilitating discussions 
to a point of agreement. At the congress, it was interesting to hear about successes and failures on this score. 
Something as simple as talking about ‘people in cars’ and ‘people on bikes’, rather than ‘motorists’ and ‘cyclists’, 
can help to bring the focus from transport modes in the abstract to thinking more about people and their needs.

3. The dynamic shift

Building momentum for change requires constant attention to getting things done. There’s nothing like real 
examples for people to see, get used to and then, perhaps, try climbing into the saddle themselves. 

Building momentum is also about answering the question, ‘Why would I choose to bike somewhere?’ Today’s digital 
technology is ideally fit for the purpose. Interest in cycling can be fed by providing up-to-the-minute information 
on such things as routes, use patterns, travel times and recreation opportunities. The fashion of cycling is more 
analogue in timeframe but there is a dynamic shift happening where cycling, like walking, is being seen as a daily 
activity that doesn’t require special clothes and brings exercise easily into daily routines. It’s a shift in perception 
that fits with the idea of biking being part of everyday life and a normal way of getting around. 

4. The cycling wave

The ‘cycling tsunami’ is not a fad. The demographics are compelling and there will be strong expectations from 
our communities into the future. If we are planning for that future then it will be in all our interests to get with the 
programme.

The Australians we met at the congress, which was, incidentally titled ‘Welcome to the Pedal-powered Economy’, 
saw New Zealand leading the way in developing tourism cycling based on scenic and nature-based visitor 
experiences with a regional development bent – think Otago Rail Trail, Waikato River Trails or the central North 
Island Timber Trail. 

The Australian delegates were also impressed by New Zealand’s urban cycleway fund, established to 
spur investment in our towns and cities as well. We are poised to see some big change but the success of 
implementation will lay in some of those key ingredients above: - allocating public space, communicating well and 
working with the dynamic shift towards cycling that is happening.


