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In sending out this edition of our Boffa Miskell Update, our thoughts are with all those 
affected by the recent earthquakes and weather events.
In the meantime, we share our recent news, project updates and latest insights.

NEWS:
Boffa Miskell in the Waikato
Boffa Miskell recently celebrated the opening of its Waikato office, based in Hamilton.  
 
The new Hamilton office adds to our existing national network of offices in Auckland, Tauranga, Wellington, 
Christchurch and Queenstown. All our offices service areas where the demands of growth and development place 
intense pressure on the environment. Our company is committed to helping clients and communities achieve sound 
environmental outcomes whilst creating legacies they can be proud of.

Boffa Miskell has had a presence in the Waikato region for some time, supported mainly from our Auckland and 
Tauranga offices. The establishment of an office in Hamilton – a strong cultural, social and economic regional 
centre – was a logical step in providing an enhanced service to our clients.

We already have a full complement of services on offer in our Hamilton team and our plan is to steadily build 
this over the next few years. The nucleus of the new team is made up of Dave Moule (Senior Planner and Team 
Manager), Dr Jacqui Bell (Senior Ecologist), Amber Roling (Senior Landscape Architect), Norm Hill (Kaiarataki – Te 
Hihiri / Strategic Advisor), and Scott Bicknell (Planner) – providing planning, cultural, ecology and design services.

It’s a new team but be assured that the ‘older hands’ of the company will continue to have an active role in the 
office and the region. Having a local office will help us respond better to meet local needs but always with the ability 
to call in resources from elsewhere in the company on a ‘best-for-project’ basis.
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PROJECT UPDATE: 
Long Bay urban transformation continues
Maximising green spaces in a medium density housing area.

Since 2008, Boffa Miskell has assisted Long Bay Communities Ltd in the master planning, landscape design and 
environmental management of a new urban centre at Long Bay in North Shore City. Over 300 homes have so 
far been built and the design of the new landscape is based upon comprehensive urban design and catchment 
management principles.

Within the areas of medium density housing, where private garden space is reduced, ‘garden streets’ are being 
created. A first on the North Shore, the garden streets incorporate a simple palette of hardy plant species used 
to create public garden areas as well as bioretention areas, where sediments and contaminants are filtered from 
stormwater before it flows into the nearby streams and wetlands that are a feature of the Long Bay development.

Emma Todd, Boffa Miskell landscape architect, says the innovative street design ensures residents can enjoy a 
close connection with nature in addition to the opportunities offered in the thirteen recreational community parks 
that are part of the master plan.

“Garden streets are a form of shared street, where the movement of pedestrians and cyclists is prioritised over cars 
and the streetscape is both safe and pleasant for walkers and cyclists,” Emma says. “Moreover, the design will 
encourage people to connect in to the nearby networks of wetlands and other pedestrian routes.”

Emma will soon be preparing a concept plan, for Auckland Council, of the 23-hectare Long Bay Heritage Protection 
Area it owns adjacent to the beach and Long Bay Regional Park. The land is to be protected from certain levels of 
activity as a consent condition of the Long Bay development but provides the opportunity to reveal the history of the 
site (both Māori and European), increase its revegetation and provide public amenity for Long Bay residents and 
people visiting the regional park.

Meanwhile the Long Bay development has reached subdivision stage 11 of the planned 17 stages which are likely 
to be completed by 2020. The next stages will include a community hub of new retail areas, restaurants and cafes, 
a new community park and extensive revegetation planting.
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Our new office space is located on the top floor of the South Bloc Building on the corner of Knox and Anglesea 
Streets in Hamilton’s CBD; well placed in the heart of the city and Waikato region to respond to our clients’ needs.

“We are all very proud of the new office and what we have achieved in a short space of time here in the Waikato. 
It’s an exciting and unique opportunity for the team, and we are all passionate about the journey in front of us and 
making a genuine difference in the community”, says Dave Moule, the Hamilton Office Team Manager.

For further information please contact Dave Moule.
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INSIGHT: 
How can we provide for population growth whilst improving water quality?
Water quality in rural areas is currently a hot topic but, as urban populations grow, will the spotlight soon 
turn to the problem of maintaining urban water quality?

‘Yes’, according to Mark Lewis, landscape architect, and Sharon Dines, planner, of Boffa Miskell who were invited 
speakers at Water New Zealand’s Annual Conference and Expo in October. They discussed aspects of the 
National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management (NPSFM), particularly in relation to water quality in urban 
environments and engaging communities in freshwater management.

Sharon outlined the current debate about the requirement in the NPSFM for the ‘overall’ quality of freshwater within 
a region to be maintained or improved. The clause was intended to allow water quality to degrade in some areas 
provided it improves by a corresponding amount elsewhere in the area. It was to allow for natural variation in water 
quality or for new water uses that would underpin economic growth but many communities argue that the minimum 
water quality standards are too low and, instead, advocate for water bodies to be swimmable. The debate is 
contentious but Sharon believes ongoing public pressure will see water quality improve in the rural sector.

Meanwhile, Sharon thinks it’s important not to overlook the potential impacts of projected urban growth on water 
quality.

“I think it will be extremely difficult to maintain or improve water quality where rural land is developed or existing 
development intensified to accommodate urban growth. Increasingly large areas will become impermeable, with 
resulting changes in hydrology and challenges for water quality management. But that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t 
try to keep our urban water as clean as possible.”

To do so, policy makers will need to focus more on improving the quality of stormwater discharges in urban 
areas and rethink how new urban areas are developed and existing ones redeveloped. The design brief for all 
development will need to require water sensitive design approaches as well as integrated catchment and land-
use planning. Moreover, contaminant loads from wastewater treatment plants will need to be reduced, using new 
technology, in the face of increased pressure on water resources, growing wastewater volumes and the likely need 
to recycle wastewater.

Sharon suggested that the involvement of communities and mana whenua in decision-making processes will also 
drive positive change – something that Mark has witnessed happening in practice.

He described how community engagement has driven successful social and environmental outcomes in Te 
Auaunga Awa (Oakley Creek) project in Mt Roskill, Auckland. The Auckland Council’s Healthy Waterways project, 
will remedy significant flooding issues while also seeking to exemplify the Council vision for a water-sensitive city.
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THROWBACK: 
Beaumont Quarter medium-density housing revisited
Ten years’ on, a medium-density mixed-use housing area in central Auckland is upheld as a good example 
of housing due to its architectural diversity and strong landscape design. 

The 2.4-hectare Beaumont Quarter was developed on a former gasworks site between 2001 and 2006. It currently 
features as a case study in the Auckland Design Manual.

“I was extremely excited to work on a project that would redevelop such an historic site into what was, at the time, a 
very forward-thinking design in terms of reusing heritage buildings and developing medium-density housing,” says 
Chris Bentley, landscape architect who managed Boffa Miskell’s input to the project.

Boffa Miskell worked with Studio Pacific Architects and Terrain for client, Melview Developments, to produce the 
master plan and detailed designs, and to supervise the construction. Several architectural firms designed 33 
different housing types within the 238-unit development. Building heights, features and materials were varied to 
create attractive and interesting forms. A choice of terraced housing and apartments, of varied size, was included 
to attract a diverse range of residents. The first stage of the Beaumont Quarter received an architecture award from 
the New Zealand Institute of Architects in 2003.

Chris worked on the master plan and was specifically responsible for designing the public realm, including 
the pedestrian-friendly streetscapes and the distinctive visual identity based on heritage features such as the 
refurbished gasworks buildings and existing large trees. Available space was optimised by incorporating car 
parking into basements.

Cont next page >

Physical work commenced in early November, opened by Mayor Phil Goff at a community organised event. The 
floodplain areas will be excavated over a two-year period through two reserves. The project has the potential to 
change the fabric of the community, as improved flood management makes more housing development possible. 
However, despite the immediate and potential long term disruption, the project team has been greeted with 
enthusiasm by the community, due in part to the extensive consultation already undertaken with mana whenua 
partners, community groups, local boards and many other stakeholders to provide for their objectives in the project. 
The project has been guided by intrinsic Māori values through Te Aranga design principles, the community’s 
opinions have been integrated into the final design, and the community will continue to be involved in the project 
through arts and school engagement, and apprenticeship work schemes.

“Community engagement like this will become increasingly imperative in water infrastructure projects as New 
Zealand’s population grows,” says Mark. “It will be driven not only by the requirements of the NPSFM but also by 
communities demanding clean water and restored nature in their urban environments.
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NEWS: 
Urban tree groups protected
Urban tree groups in Upper Hutt are now protected after a successful Plan Change, which was based on 
assessment methodology developed by Boffa Miskell.

Like many councils around the country, the Upper Hutt City Council had been grappling with the question of how to 
provide for urban tree protection after the Resource Management Act was amended in 2013. Under the amended 
Act, tree protection in urban areas was restricted to individual trees and tree groups, clearly described together 
with the location of the affected allotment. In Upper Hutt, this meant that the existing blanket tree protection rule, 
which applied to trees over a certain size in certain residential areas, was lifted in August 2015. The council wanted 
to continue with some form of tree protection in the affected neighbourhoods and decided to seek assistance from 
Boffa Miskell in identifying tree groups which qualified for ongoing protection.

Boffa Miskell was already familiar with Upper Hutt, having previously undertaken landscape and tree assessment 
work for the council but the new legislative framework presented some challenges.

“The new RMA provisions require a greater level of certainty as to the specific values of identified tree groups and 
the precise location of the trees within them. That brings more complexity and potential cost,” says Boffa Miskell 
project leader and landscape planner, Rhys Girvan. “Our challenge was to devise a sufficiently robust yet cost-
effective methodology.”

To begin with, the Boffa Miskell team worked closely with council officers and councillors to develop evaluation and 
ranking criteria. According to Rhys, scale was crucial in the evaluation: each tree group was considered within the 
wider context so that landowners would understand the values of their individual trees in terms of both their own 
property and their neighbourhood.

To streamline this assessment, our GIS specialist Pen Moore mapped indicative tree groups by analysing canopy 
cover and estimated tree heights to provide a portable online database which could be updated in the field. With 
this head start, Rhys and ecologist Tessa Roberts carried out the evaluations and ground-truthing in just two 
weeks, inputting new or revised data directly into the database using iPads. Pen then developed a semi-automated 
process for summarising the data of the 261 tree groups that were eventually identified. The summaries were given 

Chris worked with quantity surveyors to find cost-effective design solutions that would deliver within budget the 
client’s desire for a sophisticated, modern environment. For instance, the limestone chip used in the courtyards 
instead of hard paving achieved a light contemporary look with significant cost savings.

“After 10 years, this is still one of the best examples of urban regeneration and medium-density housing in New 
Zealand,” Chris believes. The design certainly lived up to the client’s expectations at the time of completion and is 
still a great example of a well-designed housing development in an inner-city environment. It exemplifies the kind of 
housing development that the city is now striving towards after the release of the Auckland Unitary Plan this year.
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to landowners during the consultation phase that preceded the Plan Change notification in December 2015.

There were no appeals after the council hearing and the Plan Change is now operative, giving both Council and 
landowners more certainty about what will need to be considered when processing tree removal applications.

Rhys says the Upper Hutt City Council was very supportive in developing a workable and robust methodology.

“Together, we’ve established that the tools are available to coherently assess tree group values and save on time 
and cost involved in tree group assessments.”


