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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

AWARDS:
Four projects recognised in regional and national awards
Te Ara Mua Future Streets, Marine Parade Redevelopment Skate Park, M2PP Expressway and Greenhill 
Park projects have been awarded in the recent Bike to the Future, New Zealand Concrete and We are 
Waikato Awards held throughout the country in October. 

Bike to the Future
Te Ara Mua Future Streets project is the Bike to the Future Supreme Award winner for 2017. The award was 
presented to Mangere-Otahuhu Local Board, Auckland Transport and the Future Streets Research Team at the 
Asia Pacific Cycle Congress.

Boffa Miskell contributed a detailed landscape design to our client, Auckland Transport, which included a town 
centre carpark, a community pedestrian and cycleway trail, as well as enhanced streetscapes and wayfinding along 
residential collector streets. 

Te Ara Mua Future Streets is the product of a unique partnership, including the Mangere community, researchers 
and transport planners. Its aim is to develop transport solutions that also achieve positive road safety and public 
health outcomes.
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The Boffa Miskell urban design and landscape architecture project team included Stuart Houghton, Jonathan 
Broekhuysen, Yoko Tanaka and Ben Clark.

The judges commended the design for an “innovative and holistic approach of looking at issues of integrating active 
modes with improving health and quality of life outcomes. Strong partnerships and community engagement have 
achieved fantastic results that will have long lasting impacts and be embraced by the community into the future.”

New Zealand Concrete Awards
The Marine Parade Redevelopment Skate Park in Napier and Mackays to Peka Peka (M2PP) Expressway 
received awards at the New Zealand Concrete Society Conference. Held every two years, the awards recognise 
innovation in the development and understanding of concrete and celebrate its appropriate use in the natural and 
social environment. 

2017 Concrete Landscape Award to Marine Parade Redevelopment Skate Park
The judges said this new skate park was “a compelling addition to the community’s social development… It also 
highlighted the versatility of concrete – used here as a device to affect societal change”

Boffa Miskell led the landscape design of the wider Marine Parade Redevelopment project for our client, Napier 
City Council. Team members included landscape architects Michael Hawes, Nik Kneale, Yoko Tanaka, Heather 
Wilkins, Dylan Robinson, Daniel Whatnall and Kieran Dove. Project partners were Rich Landscapes and Paris 
Magdalinos Architects and artist Jacob Scott. 

2017 Supreme Concrete Award to M2PP Expressway Project
In recognition of outstanding achievement in the advancement of concrete practice in design, construction, 
rehabilitation or research. An excerpt from the judges’ citation reads, “this is an outstanding achievement, and it is 
clear that all parties involved had a clear sense of purpose and a passion for delivering quality and excellence”.

2017 Concrete Infrastructure Award to M2PP Expressway Project
Judges said the “elegantly-designed expressway proved that desirable urban design outcomes could be achieved 
through the effective use of concrete to complement the landscape.”

2017 Concrete Landscape Award Commendation to Te Kakakura Retaining Wall of M2PP Expressway 
Project
The judges said, “This retaining wall – an integral part of the Waikanae Expressway – reflects the cultural 
significance of the area through the use of concrete.” The judges felt the project deserved special recognition for its 
visual and cultural connection to its surrounding environment.

For the 18km, four-lane M2PP Expressway, Boffa Miskell was involved in the planning, urban design, ecology, 
landscape planning and landscape architecture, as well as undertaking ecological, landscape and urban design 
monitoring and stakeholder consultation. The Boffa Miskell team included planner Robert Schofield and landscape 
planner Bron Faulkner; landscape architects Boyden Evans, Frazer Baggaley, Steve Dunn and Martin Powell; and 
ecologists Stephen Fuller, Leigh Bull and Vaughan Keesing. During the construction phase, Boffa Miskell was a 
sub-consultant to the M2PP Alliance which included Beca, Fletcher Construction Company, Goodmans Contractors 
and Higgins Group. Other project partners also recognised in these three awards include NZTA, Warren & 
Mahoney, Firth Concrete and Stresscrete, Ltd.

We Are Waikato Awards
Chedworth Properties and Greenhill Park Project team were among the winners at the Property Council New 
Zealand (PCNZ) Waikato Branch “We Are Waikato” awards. 

The large, multi-disciplinary group - which included Boffa Miskell, Beca, S & L Consultants, Adapt Studio, Traffic 
Design Group, Gwilym Environmental Services, Online Contractors and West Construction and Native Awa - took 
the Staples Rodway Best Team Award.

Luke O’Dwyer, Economic Growth and Planning Unit Manager, Hamilton City Council said, “In my years as a 
planning practitioner there have only been a few occasions when I have seen a consultant team work in a truly 
effective manner to ensure a transformative outcome could be achieved. The Greenhill Park team falls into this 
category.”

Boffa Miskell was involved in the master planning and developing the design philosophy for the overall 
development, providing planning, landscape architecture and ecological input from conception through to 
implementation. A complex suite of resource consents was obtained in October 2016, enabling over 1600 
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RESEARCH: 
The Business Case for Public Space: Valuing the Urban Realm Toolkit 
When it comes to justifying investment in public sector infrastructure, it’s relatively easy to measure and 
assign an economic benefit to factors such as improved journey times and increased safety. But how do 
you measure and monetise the economic benefits of the public realm?  
“Increased weight is being placed on demonstrating the economic benefits of public sector infrastructure 
investment,” says Stuart Houghton, senior principal and urban designer at Boffa Miskell.

“Therefore, we need a tool to adequately quantify and empirically assess the benefits of this investment, otherwise 
it’s just seen as ‘nice to have’ rather than essential to a well-functioning city. We need to measure and recognise 
the value of pedestrian-friendly streets and public spaces as places of social and economic exchange,” says Stuart.

Valuing the Urban Realm Toolkit (VURT) methodology was developed by the Transport for London urban design 
unit in 2016, as a way to place the public realm on par with more easily measured aspects of its transport 
infrastructure.

The toolkit uses the Pedestrian Environment Review System (PERS) to track changes in the physical environment, 
like wider footpaths and better lighting; along with changes in perceived attributes, such as personal safety, a sense 
of place and ‘feeling comfortable’. Such attributes encourage pedestrians to stay in a public space, rather than 
simply moving through it.

residential properties to be developed over the next 15 years.

“The team was diverse in composition, audacious in its vision and goals, and focused around a clear vision of 
lifting the bar for new residential development in Hamilton, while delivering the very best design and sustainability 
outcomes,” O’Dwyer continued.

The Boffa Miskell team includes planners Dave Moule and Peter Hall; landscape architects Amber Roling and Ben 
Clark; and ecologist Louise Saunders from our Hamilton, Auckland and Tauranga offices.

“I am very proud to have been part of the Chedworth Properties and Greenhill Park Project Team in receiving the 
Best Team Award at the recent PCNZ We Are Waikato Awards,” said principal Dave Moule.

“Boffa Miskell’s contribution to the team and the project was significant and involved inputs across all our key 
disciplines, including urban design and landscape architecture, planning and ecology. 

“It is fantastic to see the efforts of the team recognised by the property industry in this way and it is exciting to 
see the vision for the project being realised on the ground. Greenhill Park will no doubt contribute positively to 
improving the quality of housing in the region and provide a broader range of housing choices for the community.” 
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PROJECT UPDATE: 
An island playground inspired by nature
Mariner Rise reserve and playground, a joint ecology and landscape project around a Special Housing Area 
on Whangaparaoa Peninsula, north of Auckland, was officially opened in late October. 

A dollar-figure is assigned to the various changes based on a pre-defined set of willingness-to-pay values, and 
yearly and lifetime user economic benefits are generated.

The toolkit is intended to inform public sector investment decisions by enabling local and regional councils, 
planners and designers to produce evidence that justifies expenditure on public realm projects. It measures a 
specific change in quality that will arise from a specific proposal; therefore, it is well placed to assist decision-
makers weigh up the relative benefits of different design options in terms of benefits from walking and use of the 
public realm.

Earlier this year, a collaborative partnership between Boffa Miskell and the Auckland Council’s design office 
was formed to research the potential use of VURT in New Zealand, by applying the methodology to three real 
streetscape proposals in Auckland’s city centre. The Boffa Miskell research team was led by Stuart Houghton, 
along with Michael Nettleship and Olivia Johnstone.

The three case studies were: a future light rail transit mall for Queen Street; the proposed Karangahape Road 
Cycleway project; and the existing O’Connell Street shared space.

Michael Nettleship explains, “We first measured existing pedestrian data and then, using proposed improvements 
such as widened footpaths, dedicated cycle lanes and enhanced seating, applied VURT to predict the benefits of 
increased pedestrian activity and greater opportunity for people to linger in the space.”

“In all the case studies, there was a clear indication of economic benefit where designs added elements that people 
engage with, rather than simply passing through on their way to someplace else,” says Olivia Johnstone.

“There would have to be a few changes to the existing VURT methodology to adapt it to a New Zealand context,” 
says Stuart. “For example, the baseline public preferences research – in other words, what factors people attribute 
to a ‘good walking street or public space’ – took place in London between 2006 and 2010. PERS was also 
developed in the UK. 

“That doesn’t mean the methodology itself doesn’t apply. It just means we’d need to validate and potentially adjust 
those baseline preferences by undertaking research here in New Zealand, around what Kiwis value. We think there 
is strong potential to take this further, helping make the case for investing more in walking and the quality of our 
public realm but also making sure other transport infrastructure investment is of benefit to users on two feet.”
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TE HIHIRI UPDATE: 
Boffa Miskell’s Te Hihiri Cultural Advisors and Papa Pounamu
Two members of Boffa Miskell’s Te Hihiri team, Jade Wikaira and Norm Hill, are on the national committee 
of Papa Pounamu, a special interest group of the New Zealand Planning Institute (NZPI).
The group focuses on the role of Māori and Pacific peoples in the New Zealand planning framework and 
the integration of Māori perspectives in resource management planning and decision-making. In 2016, Jade 
established the Wellington branch of the group and Norm has been appointed convenor of the Hamilton branch.

The project involved stream reconstruction and restoration, which provided an opportunity to create a small play 
space for the adjacent residential neighbourhood of 60 townhouses being developed by McConnell Property.

The Boffa Miskell project team, comprising ecologist Ian Boothroyd and landscape architects Mark Lewis, Larissa 
Moyle and Aynsley Cisaria, provided ecological advice and designed the stream restoration and new play space.

The site presented challenges, as it sits at a confluence of streams where flooding needs to be managed to protect 
the nearby homes. Where the streams meet, they form an island which can be seen from the banks on either 
side. The space can be also viewed from the surrounding houses, a community building and bus stop; as well by 
children walking to and from school.

As part of the stream restoration, fish were relocated and the wetlands were planted to bring birds into the reserve 
and provide habitat for insects and lizards. Stream-margin sedges, including ruatahi (Carex lessoniana) and purei 
(Carex secta) and wetland rushes were used along the water’s edge. Specimen trees included kanuka (Kunzea 
robusta), nikau (Rhopostylis sapida) and kowhai (Sophora tetraptera).

“I think the result is a beautiful natural area, with a series of well-defined spaces, softened by native planting. It’s 
full of intrigue and opportunities for natural play,” said Mark.

A larger island was created between the two streams and play items were installed to draw children into the space, 
including different and challenging ways to reach the island itself.

Enabling children to interact with nature was an important part of the design, as Aynsley explains. “My hope with 
the little bridges and balancing beams was that kids would get the chance to spot fish and eels in the revitalised 
stream, poke about in the reeds and rushes for other interesting critters, and just enjoy a hangout space on their 
doorstep that wasn’t a variation on ‘plastic fantastic’.” 

McConnell Property’s Development Manager, Matt Anderson agreed. “When I saw the local kids climbing in the 
stream, and making little dams with the rocks, I knew we’d accomplished our goal of providing our youngest 
residents with an exciting space that enables them to use their imaginations and interact with the natural 
environment.”
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UPCOMING: 
Dr Leigh Bull will be the keynote speaker at NZCS Conference 
Dr Leigh Bull, a senior principal ecologist in Boffa Miskell’s Wellington office, will be one of the keynote 
speakers at the New Zealand Coastal Society conference, along with Manea Sweeney, Discipline Manager – 
Horizon Planning of Tonkin & Taylor. The conference takes place in Tauranga, 15 – 17 November.
Leigh and Manea are working as Project Ecologist and Environmental Manager, respectively, on the North 
Canterbury Transport Infrastructure Recovery (NCTIR) project. They will present on the environmental challenges 
and opportunities faced as part of the coastal reinstatement programme, which has followed the 7.8 magnitude 
Kaikoura earthquake of a year ago.

Many major roads, including the coastal section of SH1, and the Main North Line railway were closed because of 
resulting slips and damage to bridges. Natural processes resulting from the earthquake, which have contributed to 
a changing coastline, include extensive coastal uplift (2-3 m) and large ongoing debris flows.

In her role as NCTIR Project Ecologist, Leigh draws on her previous experiences working on a number of 
major infrastructure projects, including roads of national significance (RoNS), large wind farms, dredging and 
reclamations. Leigh is a Certified Environmental Practitioner (Ecology Specialist) with the Environment Institute of 
Australia and New Zealand, an Independent Hearings Commissioner and Editor of the scientific journal Notornis.

The main aims are to create awareness, stimulate dialogue and critical thinking on planning issues unique to iwi, 
hapū and whānau Māori. The desire is for future-focussed planning of issues to be embedded in the history of 
Aotearoa.

Recently, Norm has been working with the Secondary School Employer Partnerships programme and mentoring 
students in the Waikato Diocesan School for Girls’ design and visual communications class on integrating the 
history and significant symbols of Waikato Tainui into the design of their new, modernised wharenui. Smart Waikato 
Trust profiled the project here: https://youtu.be/YpXpoB2dkGg

Over the last few months, Jade has been travelling around New Zealand delivering the NZPI Course – Planning for 
Māori Values: An Update – along with fellow Papa Pounamu committee member James Whetu. Their objective has 
been to deliver the courses to mana whenua so that the courses are relevant and specific to the needs, aspirations 
and established arrangements between local authorities and iwi.


