
Boffa Miskell Update 
November 2018

01

Auckland │Hamilton │Tauranga │Wellington │Christchurch │Queenstown | Dunedin        www.boffamiskell.co.nz

Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

ENGAGEMENT AND PLANNING: TE ANA MARINA
Reconnecting with the site’s history inspired a new look and name for this waterfront destination, and 
guided the design of the development
The newly-revitalised Te Ana Marina (formerly Dampier Bay) in Lyttelton Harbour is as much inspired by the site’s 
past as the present.

Whakaraupō – Lyttelton Harbour has a rich history of Ngāi Tahu land use and occupancy, and Lyttelton Port is the 
site where the first European settlers arrived in Canterbury.

Following the Canterbury earthquakes, the port faced unprecedented recovery challenges. The 2014 Port Lyttelton 
Plan covered a range of projects to be undertaken over a 30 year period, including the development of a modern 
container terminal at Te Awaparahi Bay. This would enable development of Dampier Bay as a public open space 
and commercial development area.

A cross-disciplinary team of Boffa Miskell consultants – urban designers, cultural advisors and landscape architects 
– worked with our client Lyttelton Port Company (LPC) and mana whenua, Ngāti Wheke, to develop an urban 
design framework and cultural landscape assessment of the site. These documents fed directly into the Te Ana 
Design Guide (2016) which sets in place a look and feel for Te Ana Marina that evokes the site’s rich history, while 
also addressing the modern-day needs of a working marina and facilitating a centre for community activity.

Cont next page >



Boffa Miskell Update 
November 2018

02

Auckland │Hamilton │Tauranga │Wellington │Christchurch │Queenstown | Dunedin        www.boffamiskell.co.nz

Cont next page >

The Design Guide assists with understanding the new provisions in the District Plan and addresses how new 
buildings and public spaces will maintain and enhance the character of Lyttelton Port, and incorporate Ngāi Tahu 
cultural landscape values.

Five hui with Boffa Miskell, LPC and Te Hapū o Ngāti Wheke representatives included visiting the site together in 
order to fully understand the historical information on Te Ana and explore design and artwork ideas.

Key cultural values associated with the harbour, and Te Ana/Dampier Bay in particular, relate to the shelter and 
resources the land and water provided, including bountiful fisheries.

Two traditional sites associated with the Dampier Bay area include Ōhinehou and Te Ana o Huikai.   Ōhinehou, 
located on the former foreshore at the Lyttelton township end of Dampier Bay, was a key settlement and mahinga 
kai area. Te Ana o Huikai, located within the original bay was a sheltered rest area for journeying waka, into and out 
of the harbour, particularly known to be used by Huikai of Koukourārata, whom the bay is named after.

On-going engagement resulted in the decision to gift the name Te Ana to the new Dampier Bay development, in 
honour of Te Ana o Huikai

While the original beaches, foreshore areas and coastline have been greatly modified over time, the significance 
and values associated with the bay form an important aspect of Ngāti Wheke identity, and which provide an 
authentic expression of heritage for the future design and development.

View the Te Ana Design Guidelines here.

DISCUSSION: SMALL TOWNS FORUM
Bringing local government officials together, starting conversations and helping regional communities find 
new vitality
We know that District Councils and the small towns within their borders are facing challenging times. But, as the 
saying goes, within difficulty there lies opportunity.

Helping Lower North Island Councils find and act on that opportunity is something urban planner Marc Baily, a 
partner in Boffa Miskell’s Wellington office, has been doing for several years.

Last month Marc invited representatives from six Councils from the Lower North Island . They were joined by 
Boffa Miskell consultants including urban designer Jane Rennie; planners Hamish Wesney and Sherilyn Hinton; 
landscape architect Rachel de Lambert; and Boffa Miskell chief executive Kerry Gupwell.

The Small Towns Forum began with a presentation about the influences that require a rethink from smaller towns 

http://www.teanamarina.co.nz/static/pdf/Te_Ana_Design_Guide_Final_.pdf
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and their centres.  A free-flowing discussion followed, which covered a wide range of issues that are top-of-mind for  
and some of the initiatives they have underway, or in development, to try and address them.

Marc says a fantastic level of information and ideas sharing took place between the attendees, and the 2-hour 
forum was clearly a starting point for future conversations.

“One of the keys to these  towns’ future, lies in their past – the concept that the town centre is a destination; and 
that people come not just to trade, but to socialise and connect with their community.” says Marc.

Much of the discussion was centred on how the vibrancy of small towns and their centres can be increased. 

“Retail and shopping preferences have changed; demographics are in flux, as we see some of these communities 
with aging populations; the impact of technologies and ways of doing things and interacting with one another. And 
then there are more gnarly issues like earthquake-prone buildings and climate change resilience.”

Council representatives shared some of the place-making initiatives they are trying in response to these issues.  

Working more closely and enabling local people to colonise the town centre was discussed.  Being more 
permissive about letting people have a go with creative ideas gives people a sense of the town centre being their 
place.

“Having a range of places from a library to appropriately-located warm open spaces; along with play spaces, cafes 
and shops provides choice for people of all stripes.  The best outcome of all is when you can define the identity of 
the town — that character that makes it distinct from anywhere else — then you know you are really on the way.”

Marc’s initiative has already gained momentum within Boffa Miskell, as consultants from the Tauranga office built 
upon Marc’s message in their presentation to local government officials from the Central North Island at the LGNZ 
Zone Two meeting.

Landscape architects Morne Hugo and Bryan Sanson are leading the upgrade of Whitianga Town Centre. “Some 
officials from the surrounding districts have seen what’s happening in Whitianga, and the positive response to the 
changes, and we were invited to present to the Zone Two group,” says Morne.

“These challenges are being faced by small towns across the country. Marc’s strategic thinking, and the work we’ve 
been doing more locally in the Bay of Plenty, are very  complementary.”

As in Wellington, the response from Zone Two attendees was very positive; and like Marc, Morne plans to carry the 
momentum into the new year with further gatherings.

Jane Rennie, an urban planner from Boffa Miskell’s Christchurch office said “These gatherings are an effective 
forum to discuss issues and challenges and for the Councils to connect with one another. Small towns in the 
South Island are facing many of the same challenges, and I’m going to explore holding a holding similar event in 
Christchurch.



Boffa Miskell Update 
November 2018

Auckland │Hamilton │Tauranga │Wellington │Christchurch │Queenstown | Dunedin        www.boffamiskell.co.nz

04Cont next page >

COMMUNITY: SUPPORTING PUBLIC ART
Public displays of art are a connector to the history of a place, and celebrate the creativity of the people 
who live there.
Public art generates pride and a sense of belonging; it commemorates achievement and memorialises shared loss.

Boffa Miskell landscape architects often collaborate with artists while shaping public spaces. Examples from 
Auckland include the Auckland Harbour Bridge Trestle Series by Catherine Griffiths, and St Patrick’s Square 
sculptures by Stephen Woodward and Mary Louise Brown.

John Goodwin and Rachel de Lambert, partners in the Auckland office, demonstrate their commitment to public 
art outside working hours, too. Both have long-standing relationships with two of the city’s premiere outdoor art 
showcases.

John lives on Waiheke Island, and is director for Community Engagement and Consents for Sculpture on the Gulf. 
John provides technical advice, assists with planning and obtaining the necessary resource consents around 
hosting the biennial event, which brings over 40,000 visitors to the island. His experience evaluating landscape and 
visual effects has been invaluable to the festival organisers.

The next Sculpture on the Gulf will open in March 2019 and 28 works have been selected. In addition to the large 
works to be mounted on the two-kilometre walkway on Waiheke’s Matiatia Headland, a small sculpture exhibition 
will take place at the Waiheke Community Art Gallery.

Rachel has a similar enduring relationship with another Auckland event — Sculpture in the Gardens.

The event happens at Auckland Botanical Gardens in Manurewa. Rachel joined the curatorial team for the event in 
2011, and the next exhibition will be her fifth in that role.

Also a biennial event, the call for submissions to the next Sculpture in the Gardens is open. The deadline is end of 
February 2019, and the 2019 – 2020 exhibition opens in December.

Rachel was also just appointed to Auckland’s Public Art Advisory Panel.

The Public Art Advisory Panel was established in 2014 to assist Auckland Council with planning arts projects and 
programmes in public places.  The panel has between seven and nine members who are appointed for a term of 
three years.

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=auckland-harbour-bridge-trestle-leg-series
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=st-patricks-square
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=john-goodwin
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=rachel-de-lambert
https://sotg.nz/
http://www.sculptureinthegardens.nz/
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The selectors commented:

Rachel has a solid understanding of public art, urban design, and public realm development, as well as project 
management skills. She also has demonstrated strong mana whenua relationships and a wealth of knowledge 
regarding Auckland’s issues around development and growth, and would be an excellent addition to the Public Art 
Advisory Panel.
Image includes ‘Kuri/Dog’ (2008) by Stephen Mulqueen (photo by Rachel de Lambert); and ‘Peaceable Kingdom’ (2017) by Andrea Gardner and 
Brit Buckley (photo provided by Sculpture in the Garden)

INFORMED: ECOLOGY QUARTERLY
The fourth edition of Ecology Quarterly has been published, covering the EIANZ Guidelines, an ecologist’s 
perspective on white-baiting, botanical surveys in the Mackenzie Basin and Dr Sharon De Luca.
Click here to download the EQ >

http://blog.boffamiskell.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/ecology-quarterly-october-2018/EQ_4_hardcopy.pdf

