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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

AWARDED:
Biosecurity partnership wins procurement award
Boffa Miskell and Land Information NZ received the Best Supplier Relationship Management Award at the 
CIPS Australasia Supply Management Awards 2015.

The award recognises the strategic partnership between Land Information NZ (LINZ) and Boffa Miskell, which was 
acknowledged by the judges for ‘breaking the mould’ in traditional procurement relationships. 

Our CEO Kerry Gupwell and Planning Partner Ken Gimblett accepted the award alongside LINZ representatives at 
the gala evening held in Melbourne.

In 2014, Boffa Miskell and LINZ signed a partnership agreement which signified a new strategic partnership 
between the two organisations. Boffa Miskell had already been contracted to carry out biosecurity control work 
for LINZ for over 5 years and the new partnership model promotes greater innovation, collaboration and higher 
performance for biosecurity management services. A partnership board and an innovation fund sees both 
organisations contribute to exploring new technologies and systems in the management of biosecurity throughout 
New Zealand. The use of ‘Manu the drone’ in work on controlling wilding trees is the first result from this innovation 
fund. 
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PROJECT:
Wellington airport control tower
Essential infrastructure with a landmark quality gets planning consent

Wellington airport is an important city gateway and a significant part of the region’s transport infrastructure. 
Consequently, when a new airport traffic control tower was required, a range of functional, urban design, safety and 
sustainability issues had to be addressed. 

Boffa Miskell was engaged by the Airways Corporation of New Zealand to prepare the resource consent application 
for the proposed tower, including the assessment of environmental effects, and to present planning evidence at the 
resource consent hearing.

Resource consent was required because the 32.5 metre height, required to give the controllers adequate visibility 
from the top, exceeded the 12 metre building height limit in the area. Because the control tower would be a tall 
and prominent building, highly visible from a range of viewpoints, the tower’s design needed to be of a high-
quality that would reflect the local environment and context. A concept of a ‘leaning tower’ was proposed – an 
acknowledgement of Wellington’s windy climate and the importance of weather conditions to airport operations. 

Safety and sustainability of the design in the event of natural disasters was also an important issue, given that 
post-disaster relief operations are likely to involve air transport. The tower had to be designed to high structural 
standards to withstand potential earthquake, tsunami and extreme weather events, and have its own emergency 
power and water supply if required. 

Boffa Miskell’s planners worked with the client and other project consultants and key stakeholders to identify and 
address these and other issues that included earthworks on a potentially contaminated site, site security and 
landscape design to integrate the new facility with its surroundings at ground level. 

The resource consent application was publicly notified with minimal submissions for a project of such prominence. 
Resource consent was granted in August 2015 with no subsequent appeals, and construction is expected to be 
complete by the end of 2016.

Our work involves significant project management of operations to enable LINZ to align its work with Regional 
Pest Management Strategies and other statutory documents. Our services under the partnership include securing 
resource consents, carrying out annual consultation with stakeholders, developing annual control work programs, 
reviewing statutory documents and preparing submissions on behalf of LINZ.
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SPONSORSHIP: 
Coasts and Ports Conference 2015
Supporting discussion on the issues that affect our coasts and ports

The Coasts and Ports Conference is the leading forum in the Australasian region that explores the diverse issues 
affecting coasts and ports. Boffa Miskell’s presence at the conference included sponsorship of the planning, policy 
and management sessions, a number of which were chaired by our Dr Sharon De Luca, James Bentley and 
Catherine Clarke. 

James and Sharon presented papers that generated significant interest from the audience.

James, an experienced landscape planner, spoke about assessing the potential landscape and natural character 
effects of aquaculture activities in light of the Supreme Court’s decision of EDS v New Zealand King Salmon 
(NZSC 30/2014) under the Resource Management Act 1991 and the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010. 
The thrust of the presentation focussed on the development of a robust assessment process that helps inform 
decision-makers in striking a balance between appropriate development of aquaculture activities and environmental 
protection.

Sharon, an experienced marine ecologist, presented her views on the value of mangroves, aiming to address 
misconceptions of their worth and value to the natural environment. Misunderstanding has at times led to 
mismanagement and adverse outcomes but, with appropriate management, mangrove stands contribute to coastal 
biodiversity, ecosystem health and provide habitats for native birds, fish and invertebrates.

Our ecology, design, planning and landscape planning teams have been involved in shaping and managing New 
Zealand’s coastal environment for many years. Our expertise has been engaged in identifying and mapping areas 
of high and outstanding natural character in coastal environments, including those of Marlborough, Christchurch, 
Hurunui, Bay of Plenty and Horowhenua. This mapping will enable a better understanding of New Zealand’s coastal 
environment, ensuring that development, such as aquaculture can continue to develop in appropriate locations, 
whilst nevertheless protecting the highest valued areas of New Zealand’s coasts.
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PROJECT: 
Koukourārata Interpretive Signage
Navigating the planning process to assist tangata whenua in expressing cultural values and aspirations 

Te Rūnanga o Koukourārata is the administrative council of Ngāti Huikai, who hold mana whenua over the 
Koukourārata (Port Levy) area in Banks Peninsula. The rūnanga are in the process of developing an area just north 
of the main township as a gateway to the adjacent Kakanui Conservation Reserve. 

The rūnanga wanted to provide welcome signage which would explain to visitors the history of the area and signify 
the entrance to Kakanui Reserve. Our team assisted Te Rūnanga o Koukourārata to obtain resource consent for 
the installation of three interpretation panels on the site, which would welcome visitors, interpret the view from the 
site, and explain ancestral pou (carved posts) located near the panels. The three pou-whenua represent important 
ancestors of Ngāti Huikai and are surrounded by seating, paths and amenity planting. 

Our cultural advisor and planning team prepared an assessment of environmental effects to support the resource 
consent application and concluded that the signage would complement the existing features and add positive 
amenity value to the area, with no adverse effects on the environment.

The interpretation signage now adds value to the area for both locals and visitors, contributing to the extensive 
ecological restoration and environmental management work within the bay by explaining the history and 
significance of the area and the activities being undertaken by the rūnanga within the reserve. The signs also 
provide a tangible link between the tangata whenua and their ancestral land, contributing positively to the 
development of the gateway to Kakanui Reserve.

Expressing the values and aspirations of tangata whenua and demonstrating its commitment to conservation, 
environmental restoration and sustainable development was a key driver for establishing the now completed 
interpretation panels, pou and reserve entrance area. In this way, the rūnanga has been able to help visitors make 
a connection between the land and the people, by improving knowledge and understanding of culturally significant 
sites and values.
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WELCOMED: 
Move to South Island
We welcome back urban designer and principal, Rachael Eaton, to our Christchurch office.

Rachael moved to the South Island in June, after three years as Team Leader, City Transformations, at Auckland 
Council. Prior to that, she was a valued member of our Auckland-based urban design team.

Much of Rachael’s time since her return to Boffa Miskell has been taken up on a secondment to the Christchurch 
Central Development Unit (CCDU), the body set up within the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Authority (CERA) 
to oversee the renewal and revitalisation of the central city. Building on her experience of leading the delivery of 
public realm improvement projects in central Auckland, including the city’s Shared Space Programme, Rachael is 
now involved in developing good practice advice and policy to guide the planning, design, delivery and long-term 
management of the public realm being created as part of the Christchurch Central Anchor Projects and Precincts. 
She anticipates an interesting period ahead during the transition of the earthquake recovery governance from 
CERA to the proposed new ‘Regenerate Christchurch’. 

As well as enjoying working in Christchurch, Rachael has also had the opportunity to visit Dunedin and provide 
advice to the Dunedin City Council on public realm design matters and cycleway development. 

“It’s great to be back with the Boffa Miskell team. After 10 years in Auckland, 
I’m enjoying getting to know Christchurch and the South Island. I’ve met some 
great people so far and am fortunate to be involved in some exciting and high 
profile projects. It’s very rewarding to be part of the long-term regeneration of 
Christchurch and I’m looking forward to working throughout the South Island.”


