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Boffa Miskell Update
September 2016

Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update. 
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read. 

NEWS:
Bringing life back to Kā Pūtahi Creek
An ecological survey provides robust baseline information to measure hoped-for stream health 
improvements in the recently realigned Kā Pūtahi Creek.  
 
A newly constructed section of Kaputone Creek was officially opened and named Kā Pūtahi Creek in August 2016. 
As part of the opening celebration, Boffa Miskell ecologist Dr Tanya Blakely assisted the Christchurch City Council 
(CCC) and Ngāi Tūāhuriri in releasing tuna (eels) and inanga into the new creek, as a symbol of new life. Students 
from Tuahiwi School helped Tanya release the fish into Kā Pūtahi Creek.

The realignment came about when it was realised that the new Christchurch Northern Corridor alignment would 
pipe, or culvert, a 250-metre-long section of the creek. The CCC, Ngāi Tūāhuriri, Ngāi Tahu, the Styx Living 
Laboratory Trust, and Environment Canterbury considered that this would have long-lasting detrimental effects 
on the aquatic ecology. So, the CCC, in collaboration with the New Zealand Transport Agency, obtained resource 
consent to realign the affected section of waterway to avoid being culverted. The realigned Kā Pūtahi Creek was 
designed by CCC, including a range of features essential for healthy aquatic systems, such as pools and riffles, 
boulders, logs and tree roots, and overhanging banks. The creek margins were planted with a variety of lowland 
podocarp forest species, reflecting what would have once grown in the area. The realigned creek and riparian 
plantings will create conditions for both terrestrial and freshwater fauna to thrive.

As part of this wider creek realignment project, the CCC commissioned Boffa Miskell to conduct an ecological 
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AWARD: 
GEM Awards for Waterview Connection motorway project
The Well-Connected Alliance team, including Boffa Miskell’s Al Rigby, has been recognised for ‘Going the 
Extra Mile’ on the Waterview Connection project at the NZ Transport Agency’s 2016 GEM Awards.

The GEM (Going the Extra Mile) Awards are a way of acknowledging outstanding examples of suppliers’ work on 
the NZ Transport Agency’s state highway network, which contribute to the Agency’s priorities and quality standards, 
including often unseen work with communities. The Well-Connected Alliance team won the ‘Connecting with 
our Community’ category for their collaborative design approach with the local community and the ‘Teaming Up’ 
category for hosting college students aspiring to a career in engineering. The Alliance’s community consultation 
team then went on to receive the Supreme Winner award out of the ten GEM finalists.

In connecting with the community, the team committed to genuine consultation, mostly outside normal working 
hours, over an extended eighteen-month period. The adversarial atmosphere at the initial fortnightly community 
meetings was turned around through the open, consistent and systematic approach the team adopted to 
addressing concerns via forums such as the Community Design Group (covering general and Architectural aspects 
of the project) and more specialist groups such as the iwi / heritage group, the BMX / skate working group and the 
playground working group.

Boffa Miskell brought Landscape Architecture and Urban Design expertise to the consultation process, alongside 
the Alliance’s consenting and communications teams. Sub-consultants Warren and Mahoney assisted with 
Architectural aspects. The outcome was an environment of mutual respect and collaboration that ultimately led to 
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survey assessing the baseline (or before) conditions of Kaputone Creek. It’s important to understand whether 
restoration and rehabilitation efforts lead to improvements in ecological health, and as such, it is essential to have 
a clear picture of the systems original condition as a point of comparison. Tanya led the Boffa Miskell ecology 
team in gathering this baseline data. Four sites were surveyed, two within the reach that was to be realigned, 
plus one upstream and one downstream site. This detailed survey covered the physical habitat conditions, such 
as the composition of substrates and amount of sediment on the streambed, general water quality, and the 
macroinvertebrate (aquatic snails and insects) and fish life present.

Tanya, who led the survey and helped release fish at the official opening, said, “Although the survey showed that 
the stream was in poor ecological health at all four sites, we did find inanga and tuna / longfin eels throughout the 
creek. It’s encouraging that this waterway supports these species, which are both of conservation interest and 
listed as ‘at risk - declining’, despite the poor water quality. The realignment is an excellent outcome for Kā Pūtahi 
Creek as it provides better habitat for these, and many other, indigenous species.”The Council now has robust 
information to use for comparison in future monitoring as the creek settles in to its new alignment.

See the Boffa Miskell ecological survey report here.

https://www.ccc.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Environment/Water/Monitoring-Reports/Ka-Putahi-Kaputone-Creek-Realignment-Baseline-Survey-PDF-2.7-MB.PDF
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PROJECT UPDATE: 
Te Awahou - Nieuwe Stroom: development begins
Boffa Miskell lends a helping hand to the new cultural hub of Foxton.

A sponsorship from Boffa Miskell to Friends of Te Awahou Nieuwe Stroom (FOTANS), will enable fifteen specimen 
trees to be purchased for planting around Foxton’s new cultural heritage centre, called Te Awahou - Nieuwe 
Stroom. The sponsorship is in the spirit of collaboration that has seen Boffa Miskell landscape architects working 
closely on the project with FOTANS, the Horowhenua District Council, Pete Bossley Architects and key interest 
groups.

Te Awahou - Nieuwe Stroom will house a Māori cultural heritage centre, a national Dutch museum, Foxton’s 
library and a community hub. Together, these features will form an exciting new tourist attraction as well as a 
focal gathering place for the residents of Foxton and the surrounding area. The complex will be developed within 
the shell of an existing building, innovatively redesigned by Pete Bossley Architects, and will share the site of ‘De 
Molen’ a full-size working replica of a 17th century Dutch windmill that was built in 2003.

The new complex is central within the Foxton township and an important part of the town revitalisation programme. 
A key objective for Boffa Miskell, in designing the site’s landscape, is to strengthen internal connections between 
significant buildings on the site and to both the business hub in Main Street and outdoor recreational opportunities 
being developed in the nearby River Loop reserve.

Boffa Miskell is sponsoring the specimen trees which have been chosen to reflect aspirations of the Town Plan, 
Cont next page >

increased community trust, a sense of ownership in the project, and better informed design outcomes.

“Engaging with the community early, and workshopping ideas in an open fashion without presenting finished 
designs is fundamental to this process,” says Boffa Miskell Landscape Architect, Al Rigby. “The starting point needs 
to be getting to know the key community contacts and understanding what their aspirations might be.

“It’s important to recognise the fact that the local community care more than anyone about their place, and that they 
ultimately know it better than you do. If you can find a way to combine their knowledge with your design skills, you’ll 
find better outcomes for all.”

It was through this consultative process that Boffa Miskell contributed to developed design aspects of all hard 
and soft landscape works on the Waterview Connection project, including extensive planting works, stream 
realignment and restoration, motorway structures, footpaths and shared paths, integration of heritage elements, 
artworks, two skate parks, a BMX track and a playground. Boffa Miskell then undertook the detailed design, tender 
documentation and construction phase support of these aspects.

The GEM awards build on the Best Practice Award received from the New Zealand Planning Institute by the same 
team earlier this year for co-designing the Waterview playground with children from Waterview Primary School.
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INSIGHT: 
Special permits needed for aquatic work
Our aquatic environments are increasingly in the public gaze: people want to know whether or not water 
quality and aquatic life is being adequately protected. 

Fortunately, our ecologists can act quickly on behalf of our clients to find the answers because Boffa Miskell 
already holds the various permits and approvals that may be required from the Ministry for Primary Industries, the 
Department of Conservation and Fish & Game NZ.

First, Boffa Miskell holds a special permit which allows our ecologists to capture and handle aquatic life such as 
fish, snails and insects in both freshwater and marine environments. Second, we have approvals that allow us to 
use an electric fishing machine to capture and handle freshwater fishes and to relocate fish to different locations 
within the same environment if required.

“Having these permissions already in place gives our clients a head start so they can focus on things like 
consultation and engagement that are often required,” says Boffa Miskell ecologist, Dr Tanya Blakely. “We can help 
with that, too, through our well-established relationships with staff in the relevant agencies, and we can assist with 
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Māori and Dutch historical associations and site specific conditions. Flowering cherry trees, clustered near the 
intersection of Main and Wharf Streets, will create drama while a row of puriri trees reinforce the pedestrian route 
from Main Street to the Whare Manaaki.

Landscape architect, Helen Baggaley, notes, “It’s timely that we are also working on the upgrade of Main Street 
as that means we can ensure the planting on both projects will be complementary and help strengthen the visual 
character of the town centre.”

The Main Street upgrade and Te Awahou - Nieuwe Stroom project are amongst a series of long-term community 
planning and revitalisation initiatives, led by the Horowhenua District Council, which have been aimed at 
transforming Foxton into a regional tourist centre. Of these, Boffa Miskell has also assisted with developing the 
Foxton Town Plan, advising on River Loop ecological and recreational improvements, and developing the concept 
design for a costal reserve and multi-use track that will connect Foxton township with the Foxton Beach settlement 
where nearby wetlands are of world-class ‘Ramsar’ value.

Construction of Te Awahou - Nieuwe Stroom has begun, with completion scheduled for mid-2017.

Te Awahou - Nieuwe Stroom >

Listen to Janine Smart from Foxton Community Board and Cathy McCartney, Project Manager, talk about Te 
Awahou - Nieuwe Stroom on International Connection Radio >

Fly-through >

http://www.tans.org.nz/
https://www.spreaker.com/user/icradio/around-the-world-new-zealand-foxton-and-
https://www.spreaker.com/user/icradio/around-the-world-new-zealand-foxton-and-
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DqAGxYM0AkkU%26feature%3Dyoutu.be
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NEWS: 
New best practice in managing environmental impacts
Auckland Harbour Bridge adaptive management framework project wins again. 

Boffa Miskell is proud to be associated with the Merit Award that went to the Auckland Harbour Bridge Alliance for 
the Auckland Harbour Bridge Adaptive Asset Management Framework in the ACENZ INNOVATE Awards 2016. The 
annual awards, run by the Association of Consulting Engineers New Zealand (ACENZ), recognise excellence in 
engineering and consulting of a standard that exceeds normal expectations, including in innovation.

Boffa Miskell ecologists helped develop the Adaptive Management Framework for managing the environmental 
impacts of maintenance on the Auckland Harbour Bridge, for which the Alliance is responsible. The new adaptive 
approach was developed as the basis for a flexible consenting framework that focuses on achieving high standard 

the further approvals sometimes required where fish have to be relocated to a new stream or catchment.

“When we work on aquatic projects, we contact our local MPI, DOC, and Fish & Game offices to let them know 
we’re doing the work. We also engage with the local rūnanga and sometimes extend an invitation for them to join 
us in the field to watch electric fishing of native taonga species, such as longfin eels.”

The special permissions are required for a variety of work. Fish and invertebrate surveys provide biodiversity and 
water quality data, used for the surveying and monitoring that Boffa Miskell has been carrying out in Christchurch 
waterways for the Christchurch City Council, and for Tauranga City Council’s State of the Environment monitoring. 
Surveys are also used to establish baseline statistics for ecological assessment and monitoring of development 
projects such as the Camp Adair wastewater management and the Kā Pūtahi Creek realignment consequent on the 
Christchurch Northern Corridor motorway development.

Electric fishing, which is just one of a number of techniques available for surveying and catching fish, involves 
temporarily (and harmlessly) stunning fish by running an electric current through the water. Our staff who carry 
out this work are certified to use the technique having completed specialist NIWA-run training. It is useful for 
catching and temporarily relocating fish while construction works take place before being replaced in their home 
environment or relocated to other suitable receiving environments, as was done during the M2PP expressway 
construction on the Kapiti Coast and the Western Belfast Bypass project north of Christchurch.

When construction started on the Western Belfast Bypass, time was of the essence and Boffa Miskell’s 
preparedness was valuable, as Fulton Hogan’s National Environmental Manager – Infrastructure, Omar Seychell 
explains.

“On contract award, Fulton Hogan had a tight timeline. Utilising the services of an aquatic ecologist who already 
held MPI permits, and DOC and Fish & Game approvals to take fish, meant that there was no need to delay critical 
enabling works where works in waterways and associated fish trapping were required.”
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outcomes in relation to the environmental impacts of bridge maintenance, especially on the marine environment.

“It was one of the most enjoyable, innovative and collaborative projects I have worked on,” says ecologist Dr 
Sharon De Luca, who managed Boffa Miskell’s input to the project team that devised the new framework. The 
project team also comprised representatives from the New Zealand Transport Agency, Opus, Beca and Air Matters.

The INNOVATE Awards magazine stated about the project, “This project was determined to be Merit-worthy 
for the adaptive consent process developed by the alliance team, which has set a new best practice for bridge 
maintenance by the NZ Transport Agency. Through the alliance’s collaborative thinking, the Auckland Harbour 
area will see a dramatic reduction in discharged contaminants to land, air and coast as well as saving the client a 
considerable amount of future cost.”

The Auckland Harbour Bridge Adaptive Management Framework also won Best Practice Award for Excellence in 
Integrated Planning at the annual New Zealand Planning Institute Awards in 2015.


