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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through this monthly alert, we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

ENGAGEMENT:
Waikato District Landscape Study - Our consultants didn’t simply interpret the korero – instead, Boffa 
Miskell collaborated with Iwi to fully co-author the study. 
Boffa Miskell was engaged by Waikato District Council to undertake a review of the existing landscape 
characterisation and classifications, and to re-evaluate the landscapes for the Council’s District Plan Review.

Rebecca Ryder, a landscape architect and landscape planner based in our Tauranga office, provided the project 
lead working collaboratively with Te Pio Kawe, Kaiarataki of the Te Hihiri discipline.

“This review was prepared to provide consistency throughout the District Plan and to give effect to the Waikato 
Regional Policy Statement.   A key focus of the project was developing a collaborative approach with tangata 
whenua. Achieving this through comprehensive engagement with the Waikato District Council’s Iwi Reference 
Group was a key factor in delivering the study,” says Rebecca.

Rebecca and Te Pio worked alongside the Iwi Reference Group through a series of workshops and one-on-one hui 
to identify and record tangata whenua’s relationships and values associated with their local landscape.

“A key milestone in the project was to ensure the study content was approved by the Iwi Reference Group prior to 
finalisation of the report.  This requirement demonstrated a deep commitment from Council’s Strategic Planning 
Manager to ensure Iwi were truly involved,” says Rebecca.

“The landscape study differentiated itself from a specific cultural landscape study, which requires a different 
approach.  This study was largely driven from the statutory requirements under the RMA 1991.  However, 
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recognising we have two world views, and developing a method that can integrate a Matauranga Maaori approach 
and the current landscape best-practice approach, was a key challenge of the study.”

During the engagement process, both iwi and hapuu provided their cultural narrative for each of the values of 
identified landscapes, using the criteria drawn from the Waikato Regional Council’s Regional Policy Statement on 
Maaori Culture & Traditions Assessment Criteria.  Those values were expressed in parallel with the factors, values 
and associations identified in the Waikato Regional Policy Statement.

Rebecca says the project was a collaborative exercise as it moved beyond Boffa Miskell consultants interpreting 
the Iwi Reference Group korero – instead, they became co-authors of the study.

“To assist in prolonged understanding of the landscape, mana whenua identified which landscape they associated 
with; and the study recorded each mana whenua and the individual authors for each element of the study. We 
included individual names because an important part of tangata whenua’s understanding of where these concepts 
or values have come from, is also who they have come from,” Rebecca says.

The study supports the Waikato District Council’s proposed District Plan, which is currently out for public 
submission.

VISION AND VALUES: 
The new Boffa Miskell business cards include a whakataukī (or proverb) on the back. What does the 
whakataukī mean?
You’ve probably seen our new business cards, which include a whakataukī (or proverb) on the back. Craig Pauling, 
Kaiarataki - Te Hihiri, explains the origin and meaning.

This is the result of our Te Hīhiri consultants working alongside our marketing team to incorporate something 
special into our cards.

You may also note that the cards include a watermark image of some raranga (weaving), which is actually of the 
kete (weaved kit) that most of our offices have.

Both the whakataukī and kete come from Boffa Miskell’s Vision and Values document and were incorporated 
through the feedback of the Te Hīhiri team.

The kete were specifically made for us to accompany the gifting and launching of the Vision and Values, as well as 
to provide authentic images for future documents and communications. The kete also related to the meaning of the 
whakataukī.

Our whakataukī, is adapted from an original proverb attributed to Tāwhiao of Ngāti Mahuta and Waikato Tainui – 
the second Māori King of the Kīngitanga.  Tāwhiao was the son of Potatau Te Wherowhero, the first Māori King, 
and he reigned from 1860 to 1894, during some of the most turbulent years of early Māori-Pakeha interaction.

https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/2t14/tawhiao-tukaroto-matutaera-potatau-te-wherowhero
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So what does the whakataukī mean?

Kotahi te aho ka whati;
ki te kāpuia e kore e whati
One strand of flax is easy to break,  
but many strands together will stand strong

Essentially the whakataukī is about unity and working together. It’s an important theme in many Māori proverbs; 
and, of course, critical in achieving our collective company goals.  The original used by Tāwhiao was a call for unity 
and strength amongst his people, and other tribes, in the face of the devastation and injustices of land confiscation 
and the New Zealand wars.  In this way, it is a valuable reminder of our shared history as well as a powerful 
statement of the importance of moving forward together.

Kotahi in this context means ‘one’; aho refers to a strand (of flax – produced by scraping a harakeke leaf); whati 
means to break; kāpuia means to gather up in a bunch (as you would when making a rope, or in weaving a kete); 
and kore in this context means ‘never’ or that it will not happen, ie. that together the strands will not break.

A good reference for trying to understand Te Reo Māori is the on-line Maori Dictionary.  There are numerous books 
and websites with compilations of whakataukī if you are interested in these, including via the Te Taura Whiri (Māori 
Language Commission).

UPDATE: CAMPBELL CRESCENT & THE SIR JOHN LOGAN CAMPBELL FOUNTAIN
The new design enhances the visibility and prominence of the statue and fountain, and restores Campbell 
Crescent as the main point of arrival to Cornwall Park. 
Cornwall Park is a 172-hectare parkland gifted to the people of New Zealand by Sir John Logan Campbell in 
1903.  The Sir John Logan Campbell statue and fountain was one of the earliest features of Cornwall Park to 
be constructed; and it was dedicated in 1906. Campbell Crescent was envisioned by Austin Strong, the original 
landscape architect of Cornwall Park, as the main arrival to the newly established parkland and the beginning of the 
approach to Maungakiekie.

http://maoridictionary.co.nz/
http://www.tetaurawhiri.govt.nz/
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Improvements to Campbell Crescent and the Sir John Logan Campbell Fountain are one of the first projects to 
be implemented from the award-winning Cornwall Park Master Plan, developed by Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape 
Architects in collaboration with Boffa Miskell for the Cornwall Park Trust Board.

Like the overall Master Plan, the work on Campbell Crescent begins with the protection and enhancement of built 
and planted heritage features, some of which have been obscured or degraded over the past century since the 
Park’s founding.

At the time of construction, the statue and fountain stood tall in a landscape of open fields and views in all 
directions; but the city has grown up around the Crescent. Mature trees obscure key sight lines and the now-busy 
roads are difficult for pedestrians to negotiate, limiting the ability of this 2.7-hectare site to function as an entrance 
to the wider park.

Meg Kane, landscape architect at Boffa Miskell, says: “The idea is to re-establish Campbell Crescent as a 
‘welcome mat’ when arriving from the Manukau and Market Road side. This will be achieved through the 
construction of new pathways, signage, large ornamental garden beds and a new avenue of native trees which 
have replaced the old poplars.”

Meg worked on the planting design alongside Cornwall Park Nursery, and with review by Chloe Hawkins from 
Nelson Byrd Woltz.

“The grand idea for the planting has been to celebrate the beauty and diversity of our native plants through the 
creation of large sweeping planting beds which frame the view to the Campbell fountain from Manukau Road. 
These planting beds will be highly visible and help to raise the profile of the statue and the crescent,” says Meg.

The garden bed layout reflects the symmetry of the overall composition. Two wings of planting at the North and 
South ends of Manukau Road ground and frame the statue and fountain.  A collar of planting has been designed 
around the circular stone wall to draw attention to, and celebrate, the statue and fountain as the centrepiece of the 
display.

Highlights of the planting scheme include:

Masses of texture and seasonal colour from flowering groundcovers, shrubs, and elegant grasses.

Plant mixes selected to create a rich tapestry of planting throughout the site, which changes depending on the 
location of the viewer. The plant species provide an example of how natives can successfully be arranged in a 
garden setting, and include some rarely seen shrubs and flowering plants not common in cultivation.

Ferns, lush groundcovers and mosses will slowly accumulate over the central rock feature, a move which harks 
back to the original historic design.

The design maximises the experiential qualities of the planting, and visitors are given a chance to interact with the 
native plants as they progress through the site.

The planting design has been crafted to present the best of New Zealand in respect to the cultural and natural 
heritage of our country.

New seating is included the plan, and this also represents a jumping-off point for the rest of the park.

“We have created bespoke seating and bins that will become a point of difference for the park,” says Meg.  “This 
furniture will be prototyped in Campbell Crescent, and eventually rolled out to the wider park, to replace the variety 
of furniture currently used.”
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BOFFA MISKELL JOINS THE FESTIVAL 
OF ARCHITECTURE READ HERE>

REFRAMING THE DEBATE ON OUR CITY 
STREETS READ HERE>

BOFFA MISKELL HOSTS IFLA 
PRESIDENT READ HERE>

CHECK OUT THE LATEST ECOLOGY 
QUARTERLY READ HERE>

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=boffa-miskell-joins-the-festival-of-architecture
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=changing-our-city-streets-reframing-the-debate
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=boffa-miskell-hosting-ifla-president
http://blog.boffamiskell.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/ecology-quarterly-july-2018/EQ_hardcopy_Jul18.pdf

