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Welcome to this month’s edition of our Boffa Miskell Update.
Through the monthly newsletter we share our recent news, project updates and latest 
insights. We hope you enjoy the read.

PROJECT:  Mara Hupara Playground
A first-of-its-kind playspace based on traditional Maori games.
Mara Hupara playground is part of the Te Auaunga/Oakley Creek stream restoration project in Mount Roskill, 
Auckland. 
 
Landscape architect Mark Lewis worked closely with our client, Auckland Council, and the project team to create a 
natural playspace that offers children a unique and imaginative experience, while also reinforcing the wider values 
of Te Auaunga/Oakley Creek project to restore the wairua of the adjacent Walmsley and Underwood Reserves. 
 
The project began as a stormwater control program. But it soon became apparent there was an opportunity to 
create a park along this regionally significant watercourse that would truly enhance the area and the community. 
 
There are several schools and early childhood centres in the area; and community surveys showed a strong desire 
for dedicated play areas within the reserve. 
 
During consultation in early 2015, Mana Whenua suggested to the project team that they consider integrating 
traditional Māori play items into the park; ideally, under the guidance of educator and author Harko Brown, an 
expert in traditional Māori games. 
 
After interactive workshops with local school children, it became apparent that a ngā aro tākaro playground was an 
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ideal fit with the restoration of Te Auaunga. 
 
Māori play elements installed in the project include:

• A torere tree for climbing;

• A triple-posted tama-tane-wahine installation;

• Giant upturned ancient kauri log roots - te ko-uru which are linked by ko-papa;

• Several dozen hikeikei on which to hop, jump and walk over;

• A land-based kōkiri; and

• A series of wera-te-paatu to practice agility, speed and balance.

The 10-tonne swamp kauri used to connect the kōpapa was retrieved from another council project while the rocks 
used in the design were excavated from the site during the widening of the channel. 
 
The māra hūpara project was signed off by an external play specialist to ensure the safety of fall heights, 
accessibility and cushioned falls were compliant with standard regulations.

A dynamic artwork designed by Peata Larkin runs the full length of the lane on the southern side, and has the 
ability to present temporary media installations that foster activity, shelter and comfort.  It is about ‘place’ providing 
an engaging directional and textured environment creating activity and passive surveillance.

Lighting is an important feature that punctuates the simple underlying material language of the public realm with 
‘moments’ that provide scale and interest. Innovative detailing and considered use of materials have helped to 
capture legible and interesting spaces for people to dwell.

There are many hidden complexities to this project, and the design weaves together varied building and podium 
elements whilst connecting disjointed pedestrian networks. There are significant level changes, overland flow, and 
traffic movements; along with necessary underground services, maintenance and access requirements.

The construction of the laneway and associated public realm is likely to start in late 2019. It will be a huge 
milestone for the project team after six long years of hard work to get to this stage. A number of challenges remain 
ahead but we are looking forward to the finished product.

(Renderings by Warren and Mahoney)
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IN THE FIELD: Ecologists get a Close-Up Look:
One of New Zealand’s ‘At Risk’ Geckos.
In the warmer months most of Boffa Miskell’s ecologists are away from the office and out in the field. Recording 
data and taking photos is an essential part of any ecological survey.

Along with an interest in herpetofauna management, Auckland-based ecologist Samantha King is a talented 
photographer. She captured these shots of a Nelson Green Gecko, also called the starred gecko, (Naultinus 
stellatus) while working on a project that’s part of the wider Nelson Nature plan.

“The starred gecko is one of a few species of green gecko endemic to New Zealand,” Samantha explains. “They 
are currently classified as Nationally Vulnerable. They are active during the day and are vulnerable to habitat loss 
and predation mostly from wasps and rodents.”

Sam and other ecologists are looking to identify remaining habitats and population for this gecko around the Nelson 
region. The goal is to provide Nelson city council and other stakeholders with a set of guidelines and advice to 
protect these geckos and prevent any more decline in habitat throughout their range in the region.

Wild starred gecko give birth to one or two live young in late summer through to autumn. DOC classify the species 
as ‘nationally vulnerable’ with a population of 20,000 – 10,000 mature individuals and a predicted decline of 50-
70%.

Starred gecko are diurnal (active during the day) and arboreal (tree dwelling), inhabiting scrubland and forested 
areas, in particular occupying the foliage of trees and shrubs, including manuka and kanuka trees.

For further information contact Ian Boothroyd

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=ian-boothroyd
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INDUSTRY EVENTS:  Boffa Miskell at the NZPI Conference
Highlighting the work our planners do.
From presentations and discussion panels, to sponsoring keynote speakers and winning awards, the 2019 NZPI 
Conference was a great success for our planning consultants.

Boffa Miskell hosted the Welcome Function at Mission Estate; and our popular trade stand showcased the 
interactive website we developed with Wellington City Council – an innovative geospatial approach to reviewing six 
pre-1930 Character Areas in Wellington.

Technical Services consultants helped create a Virtual Reality experience experience for the booth which was the 
basis of a competition for conference attendees.

Boffa Miskell also sponsored keynote speaker Dr Tahu Kukutai, Professor of Demography at the National Institute 
of Demographic and Economic Analysis at the University of Waikato.

Dr Kukutai specialises in Māori and indigenous demographic research and has written extensively on issues 
relating to Māori population change, Māori identity and official statistics. Her presentation considered some of major 
demographic changes facing Te Ao Māori in the context of regional divergence and some of the opportunities for 
engaging mana whenua in reshaping the regions.

Hamilton-based Tania Bryant represents Emerging Planners on the NZPI PAC committee and is also the current 
Waikato Emerging Planner Representative.

Tania played an active role at the conference, where she contributed to three panel discussions. Two of these were 
on similar topics but for different audiences – ‘The Future of the Planning Profession’ – and the second panel was 
titled ‘How Do Five Generations Work Together in Our Profession?’

She says that particular panel was “… a fantastic opportunity to ‘face off’ with my Managing Principal Dave Moule 
on inter-generational differences and similarities. The discussions were engaging and thought-provoking and it was 
a privilege to take part in them.”

Sarah Heritage, from the Auckland office, took part in the The Aotearoa Pacific Practitioners Group (APPG) 
presentation.

“As we were part of the ‘From Theory to Practice’ stream, we shared our process to date from exploring the theory 
of ‘The Pacific Way’ and how we are looking to turn this into Pacific Planning Principles that can be adopted in 
everyday planning practice,” Sarah explains.

“We had a good turn out which really helped to reinforce the validity of the APPG and the range of expertise and 

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=dave-moule
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professional disciplines that are contributing to the group. The presentation shared understandings of place and 
planning from a Pacific perspective and seemed well received by the audience.”

Wellington-based urban planner Marc Baily joined Graeme Campbell (Wellington City Council) and Judy Lawrence 
(Victoria University) to present “Opportunities Arising from Climate Change”.

In addition to the discussion panel with Tania Bryant and introducing Dr Tahu Kukutai, Dave Moule also presented 
‘Ki te Kapuia, e Kore e Whati: Collaborative Planning with Waikato Tainui’ along with Kaiarataki/ Strategic Advisor 
Norm Hill, and spoke on behalf of the company at the Welcome Function at Mission Estate.

The highlight of the conference was a shared win with our client, Wellington City Council. The Pre-1930 Character 
Area Review took the Award for Best Practice – Strategic Planning and Guidance.

For further information contact Dave Moule or Greg Vossler

RECOGNITION: Engagement Innovations Win Awards
Creative use of technology played a role.
Wellington projects have been recognised: a Golden Quill Award of Merit related to the Omaroro/Prince of Wales 
Reservoir Consenting for Wellington Water, and an NZPI Best Practice Award for the Pre-1930’s Character Area 
Review undertaken with Wellington City Council. The creativity and skill of our Technical Services team played a 
key role in these wins.

For the Omaroro/Prince of Wales Reservoir project, Boffa Miskell is sub-contracted to Beca to assess and design 
a new buried reservoir. This reservoir is to be constructed and operated within the Wellington Town Belt, so it’s 
important to ensure it becomes integrated within its vegetated and open space context.

Led by project manager Stephen Fuller, our landscape planners and ecologists prepared separate assessments 
and evidence to support a notice of requirement through the Town Belt Act and Resource Management Act 
hearings. This included ensuring adverse effects could be avoided, remedied or mitigated and developing the final 
design through collaboration with the community. Senior Visualisation Specialist David Irvine developed virtual 
reality simulations to assist with community engagement.

These simulations were part of the wider engagement programme led by Latitude Strategy & Communication, who 
submitted their work for an IABC Golden Quill Award in the Community Relations category.

In the Award of Merit citation the judges said. “Good quality of materials produced, with the excellent deployment 
of Virtual Reality… More than anything else, the communications show the clear intent of the implementation team 
and its direct translation in a lucid manner… to the end audience.”

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=pre-1930s-character-area-review
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=pre-1930s-character-area-review
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/news-and-insights/article.php?v=nzpi-best-practice-award-and-a-golden-quill-award
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=dave-moule
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=greg-vossler
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=omaroro-prince-of-wales-reservoir
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The Pre-1930s Character Area Review was a stocktake of the six pre-1930 character areas contained in the 
Residential chapter of the Wellington City District Plan. Along with a detailed analysis of the properties, WCC 
wanted a flexible tool that would enable them to easily and effectively engage with a diverse range of audiences in 
real-time. It was also important that residents could access the information independently, rather than having to go 
to the council office, or being required to attend a scheduled engagement session.

Taking a geospatial approach, GIS Specialist Hayley Hume-Merry enabled the project team to deliver on all fronts. 
Proprietary software was configured to create a cost-effective method of desktop data collection. Field verification 
was undertaken by 2-3 person field teams using an iPad app. Leveraging off the data collected, the ArcGIS 
platform enabled development of a series of area-specific dashboards with interactive charts and statistics to 
convey this information to the viewer in a way that is intuitive to navigate and easy to understand.

“This could have been a dry and technical report, but what we’ve ended up with is a really amazing tool to engage 
with our community,” said our client, Kate Pascall.  “It’s really easy to understand, and I want to thank Greg Vossler 
and the team at Boffa Miskell for doing an amazing job.”

This project also has been short-listed for an ALGIM (Association of Local Government Information Management) 
GIS award. Those awards are presented in early May.

For further information plesae contact Greg Vossler or Stephen Fuller

http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/project.php?v=pre-1930s-character-area-review
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=greg-vossler
http://www.boffamiskell.co.nz/consultant.php?v=stephen-fuller

